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SLANDER, A WARNING 


A TERRIBLE thing IS ignorancc, the source of endless human 
woes, spreading a mist over facts, obscunng truth, and casting 
a gloom upon the individual hfe We are all wallers in dark- 
ness — or say, our expenence is that of bhnd men, knocking help- 
lessly against the real, and stepping high to clear the imaginary, 
fading to see what is dose at their feet, and in terror of being 
hurt by something that is leagues away Whatever we do, 
we are perpetually shpping about This it is that has found 
the tragic poets a thousand themes, Labdaads, Pdopids, and 
all their kind Inquiry would show that most of the calaimties 
put upon the boards are arranged by ignorance as by some 
supernatural stage-manager This is true enough as a gener- 
ality , but I refer more particidarly to the false reports about 
intimates and friends that have ruined famihes, razed aties, 
dnven fathers into frenzy against their offspnng, embroded 
brother with brother, chddren with parents, and lover with 
bdoved Many are the fnendships that have been cut short, 
many the households set by the ears, because slander has found 
ready credence 

2 By way of precaution against it, then, it is my design to 
sketch the nature, the origin, and effects of slander, though 
indeed the picture is already in existence, by the hand of Apelles 
He had been traduced in the ears of Ptolemy as an accomphce 
of Theodotas in the Tynan conspiracy As a matter of fact 
he had never seen Tyre, and knew nothing of Theodotas beyond 
the information that he was an ofiBcer of Ptolemj^s m charge of 
Phoemaa However, that did not prevent another painter 
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Slander^ a Warning 

called Antiphtlus, who was jealons of his court influence and 
professional skill, from reporting his supposed comphaty to 
Ptolemy he had seen him at Theodotas’s table in Phoenicia, 
whispenng in his ear all through dinner , he finally got as far 
as making Apelles out pnrae instigator of the Tynan revolt and 
the capture of Pdusium 

Ptolemy was not distinguished for sagaaty , he had been 5 
brought up on the royal diet of adulation , and the incredible 
tale so inflamed and canned him away that the probabihties of 
the case never struck him the traducer was a professional 
rival , a painter’s insignificance was hardly equal to the part , 
and this particular painter had had nothing but good at his 
hands, having been exalted by him above his fellows Bat no, 
he did not even find out whether Apelles had ever made a 
voyage to Tyre , it pleased him to fall into a passion and make 
the palace ring with denunaations of the ingrate, the plotter, 
the conspirator Luckily one of the pnsoners, between disgust 
at Antiphilus’s effrontery and compassion for Apelles, stated 
that the poor man had never been told a word of their designs , 
but for this, he would have paid with his head for his non-com- 
phcity in the Tynan troubles 

Ptolemy was sufficiently ashamed of himself, we learn, to 4 
make Apelles a present of £25,000, besides handing Antiphilus 
over to him as a slave The painter was impressed by his 
cxpciicncc, and took lus revenge upon Slander in a picture 

On the nght sits a man with long cars almost of the Midas 5 
pattern, stretching out a hand to Slander, who is still some way 
off, but coming About him are uvo females whom I take 
for Ignorance and Assumption Slander, approaching from the 
left, 15 an extraordinarily beautiful woman, but with a heated, 
cxcitabk air that suggests delusion and impulsiveness , m her 
left hand t$ a lighted torch, and with her nght she is hahng a 
) outh bj tlic hair , he holds up hands to heaven and calls the 
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Gods to TOtness his innocence Showing Slander the way is 
a man with piercing eyes, but pale, deformed, and shrunhen as 
from long illness , one may easily guess lum to be Envy Two 
female attendants encourage Slander, acting as tire-women, 
and adding touches to her beauty, according to the cicerone^ 
one of these is Mahce, and the other Deceit Following behind 
in mourmng guise, black-robed and with tom hair, comes (I 
think he named her) Repentance She looks tearfully behind 
her, awaiting shame-faced the approach of Truth That was 
how Apelles translated his penl into paint 

6 I propose that we too execute in his spirit a portrait of Slander 
and her surroundings , and to avoid vagueness let us start with 
a defimtion or outhne Slander, we will say, is an undefended 
indictment, concealed from its object, and owing its success to 
one-sided half-informed procedure Now we have something 
to go upon Further, our actors, as in comedy are three — 
the slanderer, the slandered, and the recipient of the slander , 
let us take each in turn and see how his case works out 

7 And first for our chief character, the manufacturer of the 
slander That he is not a good man needs no proof , no good 
man will injure his neighbour, good men’s reputation, and 
their credit for kindness, is based on the benefits they confer 
upon their fnends, not on unfounded disparagement of others 
and the ousting of them from their friends’ affections 

8 Secondly, it is easy to reahze that such a person offends 
against justice, law, and piety, and is a pest to aU who assoaate 
vsath him Equahty in everything, and contentment vnth your 
proper share, are the essentials of justice , inequahty and over- 
reaching, of injustice , that every one will admit It is not 
less clear that the man who secretly slanders the absent is 

’ ‘Cratlnus was tbe first to limit the number of actors to three 
There were no further innovations, and the number of the actors m comedy 
was permanently fixed at three ’ Haigh's Attic Theatre 
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4 Slander^ a Warning 

guilty of over-reaching , he is insisting on entire possession of 
his hearer, appropnating and enclosing his ears, guarding them 
against impardahty by blockmg them with prejudice Such 
procedure is unjust to the last degree , we have the testimony 
of the best law-givers for that , Solon and Draco made every 
juror swear that he would hear indifferently, and view both 
parties with equal benevolence, till the defence should have 
been compared with the prosecution and proved better or 
worse than it. Before such balancing of the speeches, they 
considered that the forming of a conclusion must be impious 
and unholy We may indeed hterally suppose Heaven to be 
offended, if we hcense the accuser to say what he wiU, and then, 
closing our own ears or the defendant’s mouth, allow our judge- 
ment to be dictated by the first speech No one can say, then, 
that the uttering of slander is reconcilable with the require- 
ments of justice, of law, or of the juror’s oath If it is objected 
that the lawgivers are no suffiaent authonty for such extreme 
justice and imparoahty, I fall back on the pnnce of poets, who 
has expressed a sound opimon, or let me say, laid down a sound 
law on the subject 

Nor give thy judgement, nil both sides are heard 

He too was doubtless very well aware that, of aU the ills that 
flesh IS heir to, none is more gneious or more iniquitous than 
that a man should be condemned unjudged and unheard That 
IS prcasclj what the slanderer tnes to effect by exposing the 
slandered without tnal to his hearer’s wrath, and precluding 
defence by the secrecy of his dcnunaation 

Eierj such penon is a skulker and a coward, he will not 
come into the open , he is an ambuscader shooting from a 
lurking-place, vhosc opponent cannot meet him nor have it 
out with him, but must be shot down helplessly before he 
knows that \ ar is afoot , there could be no clearer proof that 
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his allegations are baseless Of course a man who knows he is 
bnnging true charges does the exposure in public, challenges 
inquiry, and faces examination , just so no one who can uin 
a pitched battle will resort to ambush and decat 
to It IS m kings’ courts that these creatures are mostly found , 
they thnve m the atmosphere of domimon and power, where 
envy is nfe, suspiaons innumerable, and the opportumties for 
flattery and back-biting endless ^^^lere hopes are higher, there 
envy is more intense, hatred more reckless, and jealousy more 
unscrupulous They all keep close watch upon one another, 
spying hke duelhsts for a weak spot Eveiy^ one u ould be first, 
and to that end shoves and elboivs his neighbour aside, and does 
his best to pull back or trip the man m front of him One 
whose equipment is hmited to goodness is \ery soon thrown 
down, dragged about, and finally thrust forth with ignominy, 
while he who is prepared to flatter, and can make semhty 
plausible, is high in credit, gets first to his end, and triumphs 
These people bear out the w'ords of Homer 

Th’ impartial War-God slayeth him that slew 

Comnnced that the pnze is great, they elaborate their mutual 
stratagems, among which slander is at once the speediest and 
the most uncertain , high are the hopes with which this child 
of envy or hatred is bom , pitiful, gloomy and disastrous the 
end to which it comes 

1 1 Success is by no means the easy simple matter it may be sup- 
posed , It demands much skill and tact, wth the most con- 
centrated attention Slander would never do the harm it does, 
if It were not made plausible , it would never prevail against 
truth, that strongest of all things, if it were not dressed up into 
really attractive bait 

1 2 The chief mark for it is the man who is in favour, and there- 
fore ennable in the eyes of his distanced competitors , they all 
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regard him as standing in their hght, and let fly at him , every 
one thinks he will be first if he can only dispose of this con- 
spicuous person and spoil him of his favour You may see the 
same thing among runners at the games The good runner, 
from the moment the barrier falls, simply makes the best of 
his way , his thoughts are on the winning-post, his hopes of 
victory in his feet , he leaves his neighbour alone and does not 
concern himself at all with his competitors It is the ill quahfied, 
with no prospect of winmng by his speed, who resorts to foul 
play , his one pre-occupation is how he may stop, impede, curb 
the real runner, because fading that his own victory is out of 
the question The persons we are concerned with race in hke 
manner for the favour of the great The one who forges ahead 
IS at once the object of plots, is taken at a disadvantage by his 
enemies when his thoughts are elsewhere, and got nd of, whde 
they get credit for devotion by the harm they do to others 
The credibility of the slander is by no means left to take care 13 
of itself , It IS the chief object of their sohcitude , they are 
extremely cautious against inconsistencies or contradictions 
The usual method is to seize upon real charactcnstics of a vnctim, 
and only paint these in darker colours, which allows vcnsimdi- 
tude A man is a doctor , they make him out a poisoner , 
wealth figures as tyranny, the tyrant’s ready tool is a ready 
traitor too 

Sometimes, however, the hint is taken from the hearer’s own 14 
nature, the villains succeed bj using a bait that will tempt 
hm They know he is jctlous, and they tell him ‘ He beckoned 
to jour wife at dinner, and sighed as he gazed at her, and 
Stratonicc — well, did not seem offended ’ Or he writes poetry, 
and piques himself upon it , then, ‘Philoxcnus had great sport 
pulling jour poem to pieces — said the metre was faulty and the 
composition vile’ A devout religious person is told that his 
friend IS an atheist and a blasphemer, rejects belief and demos 
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Providence That is quite enough , the venom has entered at 
the ear and inflamed the brain , the man does not wait for con- 
firmation, but abandons his fnend 

15 In a word, they invent and say the kind of thing that they 
know iviU be most irritating to their hearer, and having a full 
knowledge of his vulnerable point, concentrate their fire upon 
It , he is to be too much flustered by rage to have time for in- 
vestigation , the very surpnse of what he is told is to be so con- 
vincing to him that he wiU not hear, even if his fnend is wdhng 
to plead 

16 Thatslander, indeed, is espeaally effective which is unwelcome , 
Demetnus the Platomc was reported to Ptolemy Dionysus for 
a water dnnker, and for the only man who had dechned to put 
on female attire at the Dionysia He was summoned next 
mommg, and had to dnnk in pubbc, dress up m gauze, clash 
and dance to the cymbals, or he would have been put to death 
for disapproving the King’s hfe, and setting up for a critic of 
his luxunous ways 

17 At Alexander’s court there was no more fatal imputation 
than that of refusmg worship and adoration to Hephaestion 
Alexander had been so fond of him that to appoint him a God 
after his death was, for such a worker of marvels, nothing out 
of the way The vanous aties at once built temples to him,, 
holy ground was consecrated, altars, offenngs and festivafs 
instituted to this new divimty , if a man would be beheved, he 
must swear by Hephaestion For smibng at these proceedings, 
or showing the shghtest lack of reverence, the penalty was death 
The flatterers chenshed, fanned, and put the bellows to this 
childish fancy of Alexander’s , they had visions and manifesta- 
tions of Hephaestion to relate , they mvented cures and attn- 
buted oracles to him , they did not stop short of doing sacnfice 
to this God of Help and Protection Alexander was dehghted, 
and ended by beheving in it all , it gratified his vamty to think ' 
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that be "was norr not onir a God’s soru but a God-maier It 
TvotJd Be mterestuig to inotv Bov many of Bis friends in tBorrC 
days fonnd iBat TrBat tBe neir diTimty did for tBem vras to 
supply a cBarge of irrvrercnce on vBicB they uugBt be dismissed 
and depnred of tBe King’s faronr 
AgatBodes of Samos was a valued oficer of Bis, wBo very 
narrovly escaped being thrown into a Bon’s cage , the oSence 
reported against Bini was shedding tears as Be passed H^Baes- 
tion’s tomb TBe tale goes that Be was saved by Perdiccas, 
who swo'e^ by all the Gods and HepBaesrion. that the God 
Bad appeared plainly to him as Be was Bunting, and cBaigcd 
Bim to bid Alrtander sjsare AgatBodes B,£ tears Bad meant 
neither scepticism nor monming, bnt been merdy a tribute to 
the fnendsBip that was gone. 

Flattery and slander Bad jnst then thdr oppormnily in 19 
Alexander’s emotional condition. In a sege, the assailants do 
not attempt a part of the defences that is high, predpitons, or 
soBd , thq- direct all their force at some rotten, low, or neglected 
point, cipecting to get in and effect the caumre most easdy so 
Similarly the slanderer finds out where the soul is weai or 
CO — apt o" accesrble, there maces Bis assault, there appBes Bis 
engines, or effects an entry at a pomt where there arc no defenders 
to marV Bis app-oicB Once in, he soon has aH m ffames , fire 
and sword and de-astation dear out tne premons occupants ; 
lo*” die '’'oulc ic be when a soul u captured anc. cnsla''cd - 

Hn <^cge-tram j-dades deceit, falsehood, perjmy,insmuanon, no 
effTontew and a thousand oie- mo-al lannes But the chief 

them all IS Flanc-v tic b’ood relation, the scstcr indeed, of 
filsndcr Xo heart m Bigh, 'o fe-red witn adamant, bnt 
Flavcw wil] nailer it, with the a.d Slanncr undermining 
and sanpng its foundations 

That 1' '-''a* goa: o~ ona de But vutm-’ tie-e s'c tra *o^ous 21 
parue: wo'ung to tne 'ame end, stretchmg h.anns of help to the 
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attack, opening the gates, and doing their utmost to bnng the 
capture about There are those ever-present human frailties, 
fidJeness and satiety , there is the appetite for the surpnsing 
We all dehght, I cannot tell why, in whisperings and insinua- 
tions I know people whose ears are as agreeably titillated with 
slander as their shn with a feather 

22 Supported by all these alhes, the attack prevails , Mctory is 
hardly m doubt for a moment , there is no defence or resist- 
ance to the assault , the hearer surrenders ivithout reluctance, 
and the slandered know's nothing of what is going on , as when 
a town IS stormed by mght, he has his throat cut in his sleep 

23 The most pmful thing is when, all unconscious of how 
matters stand, he comes to his fnend with a cheerful counten- 
ance, having nothing to be ashamed of, and talks and behaves 
as usual, just as if the toils were not all round him Then if 
the other has any nobdity or generous spint of fair play in him, 
he gives vent to his anger and pours out his soul , after w hich he 
allows him to answer, and so finds out how he has been abused 

24 But if he IS mean and ignoble, he receiies him with a lip 
smile, while he is gnashing his teeth in covert rage, ivrathfuUy 
brooding in the soul’s dark depth, as the poet describes it 
I know nothing so charactenstic of a warped shnsh nature as 
to bite the lip while you nurse your spite and cultivate your 
secret hatred, one thing in your heart and another on jour 
tongue, plapng ivith the gay looks of comedy a lamentable 
simster tragedy This is especially apt to occur, when the 
slander comes from one who is knoivn for an old friend of the 
slandered When that is the case, a man paj'S no attention to 
anj'thing the victim or his apologists may say , that old fnend- 
ship affords a sufficient presump non of truth , he forgets that 
estrangements, unknown to outsiders, constantly part the 
greatest friends , and somenmes a man will try to escape the 
consequences of his owm faults by attnbunng similar ones to his 
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neighboTir and getting his dennnaation in first. It may be 
taken, indeed, that no one trill Tentnre to slander an enemy , 
that IS too unconnnang , the motive is so obvious It is the 
snppcfced fnend that is the most promising object, the idea 
being to give vonr hearer absolute proof of your devotion to 
him by sacrificing your dearest to his interests 

It must be added that there are persons who, if thev subse- 25 
qnently learn that they have condemned a fnend m error, are 
too much ashamed of that error to receive or look him in the 
face again , you might suppo.e the discovery of his innocence 
was a personal injury to them 

It IS not, then, too much to sav that life is made miserable 26 
by these hghtly and mcunously credited slanders Antea said 
to Proetus, after she had sohated and been scorned by Bellero- 
phou 

Die thou the death, if thou slay not the man 
That so would have enforc’d my chastity ’ 

By the machinations of this lasanous woman, the young man 
came near perishing m his combat with the Chimera, as the 
penalty for continence and loyalty to his host. And Phaedra, 
who made a similar charge against her step'on, succeeded m 
bnnging dovn upon Hippolytns a fathers curse, though God 
knows how innocent he was 

' Ah, yes,’ I fancy some one objecting , ‘ but the traducer 27 
*omctlmc^ deserves credit, bang known for a just and a wise 
man , then he ought to be listened to, as one incapable of 
villam ’ \Miat ? was there ever a juster man than Anstides ^ 
vet be led the oppo laon to Thcnustocles and mated the people 
agairjt him, pneked bv the same political ambition as he. 
/knstides was a just man in all other relations , but he ivas 
human, he had a gall, he was open to lies and dislies 

knd if tnc o*' Palamedcs is true, the ivi'cst of the Greeks, aS 
a meat man in other respects too, standj convicted of hatching 
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that insidious plot * , the ties that bind hinsmen, friends, and 
comrades in danger, had to peld to jealousy To be a man is 
to be subject to this temptation 

29 It IS superfluous to refer to Socrates, misrepresented to the 
Athenians as an impious plotter, to Themistoclcs or Miltiades, 
suspected after all their tuctories of betraying Greece, such 
examples are innumerable, and most of them familiar 

30 \Vhat, then, should a man of sense do, when he finds one 
fnend’s Mitue pitted against another’s truth ? ^^Tiy, surely, 
Icam from Homer’s parable of the Sirens , he advises sailing 
past these ear-charmers, we should stuff up our cars, tve 
should not open them freely to the prejudiced, but station 
there a competent hall-porter m the shape of Judgement, who 
shall inspect every vocal visitor, and take it on himself to admit 
the worthy, but shut the door m the face of others How 
absurd to have such an offiaal at our house door, and Icat e our 
ears and understandings open to intrusion ' 

31 So, when any one comes to you with a tale, examme it on its 
merits, regardless of the informant’s age, general conduct, or 
skill in speech The more plausible he is, the greater need of 
care Never trust another’s judgement — it may be in reahty 
only his dislike — but reserve the inquiry to yourself , let enty, 
if such It was, recod upon the backbiter, your trial of the two 
men’s characters be an open one, and your an ard of contempt 
and approval dehberatc To award them earher, earned away 
by the first word of slander — ^why, God bless me, how puerile 
and mem and imquitous it all is ' 

And the cause of it, as we started mth sajing, is ignorance, 
and the mystery that conceals men’s characters Would some 
God unveil all fives to us. Slander would retire discomfited to 
the bottomless pit, for the illununation of truth would be 
over all H 
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As Alexander stood gazing at the transparent loveline,s of the 
Cjdnns, the thonght of a plnnge into those generons depths, 
of the dehaons shock of ice-cold vaters amid snmmer heat, 
vas too much for him , and conld he have foreseen the illness 
that vas to resnlt from it, I behere he vonld have had his bath 
]nst the same With sneh an example before him, can any one 
vho=e pnrsnrts are hterary miss a chance of ainng his eloquence 
amid the glones of this spaaons haD, vherein gold sheds all its 
lustre, vhe^e vaDs are decked with the flovers of art, whose 
light IS as the hght of the sun ’ Shall he vho might cause 
this roof to ring vith applause, and contnbute his humble 
share to the splendours of the place, — shall such a one content 
himself vith examinmg and admiring its beauties vithout a 
vord, and so depart, like one that is dumb, or silent from envy i 
Xo man of taste or amstic sensibnity, none but a dull ignorant z 
boo", vonld consent thus to cut himself off from the highest of 
enjorments, or could need to be reminded of the difference 
ber^ecn the ordinary spectator and the educated man The 
former, vhen he has earned his eyes around and npvards in 
silent admiration, and clasped ecstatic hands, has done all that 
can be expected of him , he ventures not on vo-ds, lest they 
should pro-c inaaequate to hr snbject. With the cultured 
ob'cr-cr, it i: othervise he, snrclv, vOl not rest content with 
feasreg hi^ era on beautv, he vill not stand speechless amid 
h s splcnid suvonnding', but will set hi: mind to work, and as 
fa- as n him lies par vcroal tnbute No" mil his enfante con- 5 
•IS" in mere p"ai'c tnc builuing It vas veil enough, no 
dcubt, fc" tit island;" Telcmachus to exc'crs his boyish amaze- 
m;"t i" the palace o‘ hlcnelaus, and to hken that pnnee’s gold 
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and non to i!ic ploric^ of llcatcti. — In* limited experience 
afforded him no canhlv parallel hut here, the \cr\ u'c to 
vlnch the hall »5 put. and the dntingunhcd quaint of the 
audience, arc an c*'cntial pan of the pranc hcJtoucd upon it 
Kothinp, iurcU, could be more dch/htful than to find this 
noble building thrown open for the reception of eloquent 
praise, us atmosphere laden with pancgjric, us ter) walls re- 
echoing, ca\crn-liLc, to c\cn *j liable, prolonging each cadence, 
dwelling on each period , — na), ihct arc thcmscKcb an audience, 
most appreciative of audiences, that *torcs up the <pcaLcr’s 
words in memor), and recompenses his cfTorts with a meed of 
most harmonious flatter) Even 'o do the rod* rewound to the 
shepherd's flute , the notes come nnging bad again, and simple 
rustics thinl it is the voice of some irnid, who dwells among the 
crags, and from the depths of her rody Inunt miles answer to 
their songs and their cries 

4 I feel as if a certain mental exaltation resulted from tins 
magnificence it is suggesuve, the imagimtion is stimulated 
It would scarce!) be too much to sa) that through the medium 
of the eyes Beauty is borne in upon the mind, and suffers no 
thought to find utterance before it has received her impress 
We hold It for true that Achilles’ wrath was whetted against 
the Phrygians by the sight of lus new armour, and that as he 
donned it for the first time his lust of battle was uplifted on 
wings and why sliould not a beautiful building similarly be 
a whet to the zeal of the orator ? Luxuriant grass, a fine plane- 
tree and a clear spring, hard by Ilissus, were inspiration enough 
for Socrates m sucli a spot he could sit bantenng Phacdrus, 
refuting L)sias, and invoking the Muses, never doubting — in- 
dehcate old person — but that those virgin Goddesses would 
grace lus retirement vvitli that presence, and take part in his 
amorous discourse But to such a place as this we may surely 
5 hope that they will come uninvited We can offer them some- 





The Hall 




the 












’■» and 1 


^^°^Sth. 


Oir 








‘■^ffancc 


"•nd fct 


^cnd, 


t/i 


‘^n^se/' 




\cs 


arojs 


t/i 




aded 






°^ai/ arf tAon.t ^hc ;„ d,-,^ ^°acst 


'%'rcoa<J‘;;'"ti. t4„ 


■fTai; 


enfc, 




eaur^^ 


’^o«id b, 


tie 


,A ~“ “« of '"■“' «rc; :;“'* ““toiiz' “v 
rto MJ ^ '0 os»„ “7 ”• J- *®''>t» 




°^ana 


^o/d 


^ats. n,,. ’’. otiose 


^ a ^rf y gdd^f are t, 

ZZs;rZic;^''^co., ^ ^»‘' o/4t" 

° ^0 conf ^^01 b^y^^^bed ^ ^ti - 

'y tieir bl^'°'' ^te q,° nature 


lere 




to 


Phcl 


^Uty ^ 

^°tvers 


ere: 


t'en 


«o,, "'<»'ntj“''P""s/ 


^'S' j for 


■ tto ; "r 




OTT 


'/o fe*7/=^ 


eteoa 



1 6 The Hall 

And what eye would not delight to feed on joys so varied ? 
What orator would not feel that his credit was at stale, and lo 
be fired with ambition to surpass himself, rather than be found 
wanting to his theme ? 

The contemplation of beautiful objects is of all things the 
most inspinng, and not to men only I think even a horse 
must feel some increase of pleasure in galloping over smooth, 
soft fields, that give an ea^ footing, and nng back no defiance 
to his hoofs It IS then that he goes his best , the beauty of 
his surroundings puts him on his mettle , he wiU not be beaten, 
if pace counts for anything And look at the peacock Spring li 
has just begun , never are flowers a gladder sight than now , 

It IS as if they were really bnghter, their hues more fresh, than 
at other times Watch the bird, as he struts forth into some 
meadow he spreads his feathers, and displays them to the Sun J 
up goes his tail, a towered circle of flowery plumage , for with 
him too It IS spnng, and the meadow challenges him to do his 
utmost See how he turns about, and shows forth his gorgeous 
beauty As the sun’s rays strike upon him, the wonder grows 
there is a subtle transmutation of colours, one glory vamshing 
and giving place to another The change is nowhere more 
apparent than in those rainbow nngs at the ends of his feathers 
here a slight movement turns bronze to gold, and (such is the 
potency of light) purple becomes green, because sun is exchanged 
for shadois As for the sea, I need not remind you how in- 12 
•nting, hots attracts e, is its appearance on a calm day the 
veriest landlubber must long to be upon it, and sail far away 
from the shore, as he marks how the light breeze fills the sails 
and speeds the s essel on its gentle ghding course over the crests 
of the wa\cs 

The beaut) of this Hall has a similar power over the orator, 13 
encouraging him, sumulating him to fresh effon, enlarging his 
ambition The spell was irresistible I have jneldcd to it, and 
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20 The Hall 

ibsr hcunrg, jer c ver shell S'S^cr Ires' his eys ihur h^ 
ears 

' You hear hirrij gentlemen ' He gives the preference to 
«ight, and nghtlv For vrords have wings ; ther are no sooner 
out of the month than th^ take flight and are lost but the 
dehght of the eves is ever present, ever draws the beholder to 
Itself Judge, then- the dificnltv the orator must eipenence :i 
in contending with such a rival as this Hall, whose beauty 
attracts everv eve, 

' But my weightiest argument I have kept till now I you, 
gentlemen, throughout the hearing of this case, have been 
gating with admiration on root and walk scanning each picture 
in Its turn. I do not reproach vou you have done what 
everv man must do, when he beholds workmanship so erquiute, 
subject^ so varied. Here are works whose perfect technique, 
apphed as it is to the ihustration o^ all that is useful in historv 
and mvtho^og- ho^ds ont an irresisnye challenge to the judge- 
ment o: the connoi'seur Xow I would not have yonr eves 
altogether clued to those walk , 1 would fain have some share 
of vour atteruon let me trv, therefore, to gwe vou wo-d- 
p c*ures o. these o-ipnak I tniuk it mav not be umnteresting 
to vou to hca- a Cfccnptiou ot tho'e verv objects umch vour 
eves wew w-th mch admi-anou .And vou will perhans count 
It a po -t I- irv favou- that I and not mv antagoniw have hit 
upon th ' means o donbLng vour pleasure. It i' a h.anardons 
cr'c-pf'c, I need not *av — witho,.t materials c- monels to put 
- oecther p rmre upon picture th.< wo'C-pamting is but sketchv 
wo-k 

On cur pg^'t as wc cn*cr wc Lave a '*o'v hall .Anrve, half - 
E.hior an Fer^eu' ‘L— the *ca-mons-c-, and sets .\ndromeda 
^'ce * ivH ” 0 * be lo-g ere he leans her awav as lus bine an 
c- 'odc, m ■: i~ h.< Gc-gon cxrenicon The ami^ has pven 
us m„ch in a 'mad <pice ma-nen tncncstv p-n'h terro" a'c 



21 


The Hall 

here portrayed m the countenance of Andromeda, who from 
her high rod gazes down upon the strife, and marks the devoted 
courage of her lover, the grim aspect of his bestial antagonist 
As that bnstling horror approaches, with awful gaping jaws, 
Perseus in his left hand displays the Gorgon’s head, while his 
right grasps the drawn sword All of the monster tliat falls 
beneath Medusa’s eyes is stone already , and all of him that yet 
hves the scimetar hews to pieces 

23 ‘ In the next picture, a tale of retnbutive justice is dramati- 
cally set forth The painter seems to have taken his hint from 
Eunpides or Sophocles , each of them has portrayed this in- 
cident The two young men are friends Pylades of Phocis, 
and Orestes, who is thought to be dead They have stolen 
into the palace unobserved, and together they slay Aegisthus 
Clytemnestra has already been dispatched her body lies, half- 
naked, upon a bed , all the household stand aghast at the deed , 
some cry out, others look about for means of escape A fine 
thought of the painter’s the matricide is but shghtly indi- 
cated, as a thing achieved with the slaying of tlie paramour, 
It IS otherwise , there is something dehberate in the manner 
in which the lads go about their work 

24 ' Next comes a more tender scene We behold a comely 
God, and a beautiful boy. The boy is Branchus sitting on 
a rock, he holds out a hare to tease his dog, who is shown in the 
act of jumping for it Apollo looks on, well pleased half of 
his smile is for the dog’s eagerness, and half for the mischievous 
boy 

25 ‘ Once more Perseus , an earher adventure, this time He 
is cutting off Medusa’s head, while Athene screens him from 
her sight Although the blow is struck, he has never seen his 
handiwork, only the reflection of the head upon the shield , 
he knows the price of a single glance at the reahty 

26 ‘ High upon the middle wall, facing the door, a shrine of 
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Athens is rsodehid- The stttne of the Godisss is in white 
mittle. She ^ not shcr^ in martini gate ; it is the GoddtiS 
c' War In time of peace. 

'We hare seen Athene in marble . next we see her m pamt- 27 

■t— ^ ■r-T*«w 


the pnnmit of amorons Hephaestus; it 


was to thn moment mat Enchthonim owed his origin. 

‘ i ne next pctnre cealr t — th the ancient story of Orion. He 2S 
IS bhnd. ann cn hir shonlner carries Cecahon. who directs the 
rghtless c~sc towarih the East. The rhmg Sun heals his in- 29 
£rmit-; ann there stands Hephaestus on Lemnos, watching 
tne cure. 

Then *^e ha~e Onmsens, seeing b~ feigned madness to 3 ^ 


esnemnon cf the Atridae, whose mesiensers 


h^ e alrean^ appeared to summon him. Nothing could be 
mere cenmnemg than h_s plongh-chanon his iE-asrorted team, 
^ apparent nnccn.cicnsnecr cf aH that is noins forward. 
But hli paternal feeing hetr— inm. Palamedk penetratmg 
h^ secret.^ seme: upon Telemachm, and threatens him with 

The *atrer m Od-rsens is rerealed : he i: fnehtened into sanitp, 

' Last an n Medea, cnmmg with jealons-, glaring aihanre ; 
upon her cn_nren, and thmimg dreadfcl thonehts. See, the 
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do I ask you to refuse him a heanng rather I would have you 
assist his endeavours, hsten to him, if you can, with closed eyes, 
and remember the difficulty of his undertaking, when you, 
his judges, have become his fellow workers, he will still have 
much ado to escape the imputation of bringmg discredit upon 
this magmficent Hall And if it seem strange to you that 
I should plead thus on my antagonist’sbehalf, you must attribute 
It to my fondness for this same Hall, which makes me anxious 
that every man who speaks in it should come off creditably, be 
he who he may ’ F 


PATRIOTISM 

It is a truism with no pretensions to novelty that there is 
nothing sis'eeter than one’s country Does that imply that, 
though there is nothing pleasanter, there may be something 
grander or more divine f Why, of all that men reckon grand 
and dmne their country is the source and teacher, onginating, 
developing, inculcating For great and brilhant and splendidly 
equipped cities many men have admiration, but for their own 
all men have love No man — not the most enthusiastic sight- 
seer that ever was — is so dazzled by foreign wonders as to forget 
his own land 

2 He who boasts that he is a citizen of no mean city misses, it 
seems to me, the true patnotism , he suggests that it would be 
a mortification to him to belong to a State less distinguished. 
It IS country m the abstract that I dehght rather to honour 
It IS well enough when you are companng States to investigate 
the questions of size or beauty or markets , but when it is 
a matter of choosing a country, no one a\ ould exchange his own 
for one more glorious , he may avish that his own resembled 
those more highlj blest, but he avill choose it, defects and all 
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It IS the same with loyal sons, or good fathers A young man y 
who has the nght stuff m him tvili honour no man aboie his 
fatlier , nor iviU a father set his affections on some other young 
man to the neglect of his son On the contrary, fathers arc so 
convinced of their children’s being better than the} really are, 
that they reckon them the handsomest, the tallest, the most 
accomphshed of their generation Any one who does not }udgc 
his offspring thus I cannot allow to ha\ e the father’s eye. 

The fatherland ’ it is the first and the nearest of all names 4 
It IS true there is nothing nearer than a father , but a man who 
dul} honours his father, according to the dictates of law and 
nature, will yet be nght to honour his fatherland in still higher 
degree , for that father himself belongs to the fatherland , so 
does his father’s father, and all his house back and back, till the 
line ends avith the Gods our fathers 

The Gods too lo\ c the lands of their natint} , though the} 5 
may be supposed to concern themselves with human affairs m 
general, claiming the nhole of earth and sea as theirs, yet each 
of them honours aboie all other lands the one that gate him 
birth That State is more majestic nhich a God calls his 
country, that isle has an added sanctit} in which poesy affirms 
that one was born Those arc acceptable offenngs, which a 
man has come to their rcspcctn c homes to make ^Vnd if Gods 
arc patriotic, shall not men be more so f 

For It was from his oivn country that every man looked his 6 
fint upon the Sun , that God, though he be common to all 
men, vet each reckons among his country Gods, because in 
that countiy he u-as revealed to him There speech came to 
him, the <;pcech that belonged to that soil, and there he got 
Inoivledgc of the Gods If his country be such that to attain 
true culture he must scA another, yet even for that culture 
let him thank his countrv , the nord State he could ncicr 
have known, had not hi' countn shown him that States cxi'tcd 
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7 And surely men gather culture and learning, that they may 
thereby render themselves more serviceable to their country , 
they amass wealth that they may outdo their neighbours in 
devoting it to their country’s good And ’tis no more than 
reason , it is not for those who have received the greatest of all 
benefits to prove thankless , if we are grateful, as we doubtless 
should be, to the individual benefactor, much more ought we 
to give our country her due, against neglect of parents the 
vanous States have laws , we should account our country the 
common mother of us all, and recompense her who bred us, 
and taught us that there were laws 

8 The man was never Inown who so forgot his country as to 
be indifferent to it when estabbshed in another State All 
who fare ill abroad are perpetually thiniang how country is the 
best of all good things , and those who fare well, whatever 
their general prospenty, are ever consaous of the one thing 
lacking they do not kve at home, but are exiles , and enle 
IS a reproach Those again whose sojourn has brought them 
distinction by way of garnered wealth or honourable fame, 
acknowledged culture or approved courage, all of them, you 
■will find, yearn for their native land, where are the spectators 
of their triumphs that they would most desire A man’s long- 
ing for home is indeed in direct proportion to his credit 
abroad 

9 Even the young have the patnotic sentiment , but in the 
old It 13 as much more keen as their sense is greater Every 
old man directs his efforts and his prayers to ending his life m 
his ovra land , where he began to hve, there would he lay his 
bones, in the sod that formed him, and join his fathers in the 
grave It is a dread fate to be condemned to eide even in 
death, and he in ahen earth 

10 But if you would know the true man’s feehng for his countrj , 
It IS m the bom citizen that you must study it The merely 
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naturalized are a sort of bastards ever ready for another change , 
they know not nor love the name of country, but think they 
may find what they need in one place as well as another , their 
standard of happiness is the pleasures of the belly Those 
whose country is their true mother love the land whereon they 
were born and bred, though it be narrow and rough and poor 
of sod If tlicy cannot vaunt the goodness of the land, they 
arc still at no loss for praises of their country , if they sec others 
making much of-bountcous plains and meadows variegated with 
aU plants that grow, they too can call up their country’s praise , 
another may breed good horses , what matter ? theirs breeds 
good men 

A man is fain to bc^t home, though the home be but an ii 
islet , though he might have fortune among strangers, he will 
not take immortality there , to be buned in his own land is 
better Brighter to him the smoke of home titan the fire of 
other lands 

In such honour cvcrytvhcrc is the name of country that you j 2 
will find legislators all the world over punishing the worst 
offences with cnlc, as the heaviest penalty at their command 
And It IS ]ust the same with generals on service When the 
men arc taking their places for battle, no such encouragement 
as to tell tlicm they arc fighting for their country No one 
will disgrace himself after that if he can help it , the name of 
country turns even a coward into a brave man H 


DIPSAS, THE THIRST-SNAKE 

The southern parts of Libja arc all deep sand and parched 
soil, a desert of wide extent that produces nothing, one vast 
plain destitute of grass, herb, vegetation, and water , or if a 
remnant of the scantj ram stands here and there in a hollow 



27 


Dtpsas^ the Thtrst-siiahe 

place, It IS turbid and cvil-smcUing, undrinkable even m the 
extremity of thirst The land is consequently uninhabited , 
savage, dried up, barren, droughty, how should it support life ? 
The mere temperature, an atmosphere that is nther fire than 
air, and a haze of burning sand, make the district quite in- 
accessible 

On Its borders dwell the Garamantians, a lightly clad, agile 
tnbe of tent-dwellers subsisting mainly by the chase These 
are the only people who occasionally penetrate the desert, in 
pursuit of game They wait till ram falls, about the winter 
solstice, mitigating the excessive heat, moistening the sand, and 
mabng it just passable Thar quarry consists chiefly of avild 
asses, the giant ostrich that runs instead of flying, and monkeys, 
to which the elephant is sometimes added , these arc the only 
creatures sufiiciently proof against thirst and capable of beanng 
that incessant fiery sunshine But the Garamantians, as soon 
as they have consumed the provisions they brought with them, 
instantly hurry back, in fear of the sand’s recovering its heat 
and becoming difficult or impassable, in which case they would 
be trapped, and lose their hves as well as their game. For if the 
sun draws up the vapour, dries the ground rapidly, and has an 
access of heat, throwing into its rays the fresh vigour derived 
from that moisture which is its ahment, there is then no escape 
3 But all that I have yet mentioned, heat, thirst, desolation, 
barrenness, you will count less formidable than what I now 
come to, a suffiaent reason in itself for avoiding that land It 
IS beset by all sorts of reptiles, of huge size, in enormous numbers, 
hideous and venomous beyond behef or cure Some of them 
have burrows in the sand, others live on the surface — toads, 
asps. Vipers, homed snakes and stinging beetles, lance-snakes, 
reversible snakes dragons, and two kinds of scorpion, one of 

* The amphisbaena, supposed to have a head at each end and move 
either way 
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great size and many joints that runs on the ground, the other 
aenal, with gauzy wings hLe those of the locust, grasshopper, or 
bat With the multitude of flying things like these, that part 
of Libya has no attraction for the traveller 

But the direst of all the reptiles bred in the sand is the dipsas 4 
or thirst-snake , it is of no great size, and resembles the viper , 
Its bite IS sharp, and the venom acts at once, induang agonies 
to which there is no rehef The flesh is burnt up and morti- 
fied, the victims feel as if On fire, and yell hke men at the stake 
But the most overpowering of their torments is that indicated 
by the creature’s name They have an intolerable thirst , and 
the remarkable thing is, the more they dnnk, the more they 
want to dnnk, the appetite growing tvith what it feeds on 
You will never quench their thirst, though you give them all 
the water in Nile or Danube , water wll be fuel, as much as 
if you tried to put out a fire with oil 

Doctors explain this by saying tliat the venom is origin- 5 
ally thick, and gains in activity when diluted with the drink, 
becoming naturally more fluid and circulating more wdely 
I ha\c not seen a man in this condition, and I pray Heaven 6 
I never may behold such human sufferings , I am happy to 
say I have not set foot upon Libyan soil But I have had an 
epitaph repeated to me, which a fnend assured me he had read 
on the grave of a victim My fnend, going from Libya to 
Eg)pt, had taken the only practicable land route by the Great 
Syrtis He there found a tomb on the beach at the sea’s very 
edge. With a pillar setting forth the manner of death On it 
a man was carved in the attitude fanuhar in pictures of Tantalus, 
standing b) a lake’s side scooping up water to drink , the dipsas 
was wound about his foot, in which its fangs were fastened, 
while a number of women with jars were pouring water over 
him Hard bj were lying eggs like those of the ostrich 
hunted, as 1 mentioned, bj the Garamantnns And then 
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there was the epitaph, which it may be worth while to 
give you . 

See the envenom’d cravings Tantalus 

Could find no thirst-assuaging charm to stiD, 

The cask that daughter-brood of Danaus, 

For ever filhng, might not ever fill 

There are four more hues Sbout the eggs, and hpw he was bitten 
while tabng them , but I forget how they go 
7 The neighbouring tnbes, however, do collect and value these 
eggs, and not only for food , they use the empty shells for vessels 
and make cups of them , for, as there is nothing but sand for 
material, they have no pottery A particularly large egg is 
a find , bisected, it furmshes two hats big enough for the 
human head 

8 Accordingly the dipsas conceals himself near the eggs, and 
* when a man comes, crawls out and bites the unfortunate, who 

then goes through the expenences just descnbed, dnnking and 
increasing his thirst and getting no rehef 

9 Now, gentlemen, I have not told you all this to show you 
I could do as well as the poet Nicander, nor yet by way of proof 
that I have taken some trouble with the natural history of 
Libyan reptiles , that would be more in the doctor’s line, who 
must know about such things mth a new to treatment No, 
It IS only that I am conscious (and now pray do not be offended 
by my going to the reptdes for my illustration) — I am con- 
scious of the same feehngs towards you as a dipsas victim has 
towards drink , the more I have of your company, the more of 
It I w ant , my thirst for it rages uncontrollably , I shall never 
hwe enough of this dnnk And no wonder , where else could 
one find such clear sparkhng ivater ? You must pardon me, 
then, if, bitten to the soul (most agreeably and avholesomcly 
bitten), I put my head under the fountain and gulp the hquor 
donn hly only prajer is that the stream that flou's from you 
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may never fail , never may yonr wilhngness tx) listen ran dry 
and leave me thirstily gapmg ' On my side there is no reason 
rvhy drinking should not go on for ever , the wise Plato sap 
that you cannot have too much of a good thing H. 


A WORD WITH HESIOD 

Lycinus Hestod 

Ly As to your being a first-rate poet, Hesiod, we do not 
doubt that, any more than we doubt your having received the 
gift from the hluses, together with that laurel-branch , it is 
sufiaently proved by the noble inspiration that breathes in 
every hne of your worb But there is one point on which we 
may be excused for feelmg some perplexity You begin by 
tclhng us that your divme gifts were bestowed upon you by 
Heaven in order that you might smg of the glones that have 
been, and tell of that which is to come Well, now, one half 
of your duties you have admirably performed, ^ou have 
traced back the genealogy of the Gods to Chaos and Ge and 
Uranus and Eros , you have specified the femimne virtues , 
and you have given advice to the farmer, adding complete in- 
formation with reference to the Pleiad', the sea'ons smtable 
for ploughing, reaping, and saihng,— and I L-now not what 
besides But that far diviner gift, which would have been of 
.0 much more practical utibty to your readers, jou do not 
cicrasc at all the soothsapng department is entirely over- 
looked c find no parallel in your poems to those prophetic 
utterances v-hich Calchas, and Tclemus, and Polvidu', and 

hmeus persons less favoured b} the hluscs than yourself — ■ 
were wont to di'pen'c freely to all applicants Now in these - 
arcumsunccs, jou must plead guiltj to one of three charges 
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spint has found material for similar hair-splitting disquisitions 
— Come, now, I will meet my accuser on fair ground, face to 6 
face Read, fellow, in my Works and Days mark the inspired 
prophecies there set forth the doom foretold to the neghgcnt, 
the success promised to him that labour* anght and in due 
season 

One basket shall suffice to store thy gram, 

And men shall not regard thee 

Could there be a more timely warmng, balanced as it is by the 
prospect of abundance held out to him that follows the true 
method of agriculture f 

Ly Admirable , and spoken like a true herdsman There is 7 
no doubtibg the divine afflatus after that left to yourself, you 
cannot so much as defend your own poems At the same time, 
this IS not quite the sort of thing we expect of Hesiod and the 
Muses combined You see, in this particular branch of pro- 
phecy, you are quite outclassed by the farmers they are 
perfectly qualified to inform us that if the ram comes there 
will be a heavy crop, and that a drought, on the other hand, 
tvill inevitably be followed by scaraty , that midsummer is not 
a good time to begin ploughing if you wish your seed to do 
anything, and that you will find no grain m the car if you reap 
It i\hcn it IS green Nor do we want a prophet to tell us that 
the sou or must be followed by a labourer armed with a spade, 
to coi cr up the seed , otherwise, the birds will come and con- 
sume his prospective harv cst Call these useful suggestions, if 8 
)ou like but they arc very far from my idea of prophecy I 
expect a prophet to penetrate into secrets wholly hidden from 
our cj cs the prophet informs Minos that he will find his son 
drowned m a jar of honey, he explains to the Achaean* the 
cause of Apollo’s resentment , he specifics the precise year m 
which Tro} will be captured That is prophecy But if the 
term 15 to be »o extended, then I shall be glad to have my own 
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daims recognized without loss of time I undertake, without 
the assistance of Castalian waters, laurel-branches, or Delphian 
tnpods, to foretell and prognosticate ‘That tf a man walk out 
on a cold morning with nothing on, he will take a severe chill, 
and partimlarly tf it happens to he raining or hailing at the time 
And I further prophesy ‘That hts chill will be accompanied by 
the usual fever, together with other circumstances which it 
would be superfluous to mention 
9 No, Hesiod your defence will not do , nor will your pro- 
phecies But I dare say there is something in what you said at 
first — that you knew not what you wrote, by reason of the divine 
afflatus versifying within you And that afilatus was no such 
great matter, either afflatuses should not promise more than 
they mean to perform F 


THE SHIP- OR, THE WISHES 

Lyctnus Timolaus Samippus Adimantus 

Ly Said I not well f More easily shall a corpse he moulder- 
ing in the sun, and the vulture mark it not, than any strange 
sight escape Timolaus, no matter though he must run all the 
way to Cormth at a stretch for it — Indefatigable sightseer ’ 

Tt Well, Lycinus, what do you expect i One has nothing 
to do, and just then one hears that a great monster of an Egyptian 
com-ship has put in to Piraeus What is more, I beheve you 
and Samippus came down on ■precisely the same errand 
Ly So we did, so we did, and Adimantus with us , only he 
has got lost somewhere in the crowd of spectators We came 
all together to the ship , and going on board you were in 
front, Samippus, if I remember, and Adimantus next, and I 
was behind, hanging on to him for dear life , he gave me a hand 
all up the gangway, because I had never taken my shoes off, and 

UOAN IV D 
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he had , but I saw no more of him after that, either on board 
or -when we came ashore 

Sa Yon see when it was we lost him, Lyanns f It must 2 
have been when that nice-looting boy came up from the hold, 
you know, with the beautiful clean hnen, and his hair parted 
in the middle and done up m a knot behmd If I know any- 
thmg of Adimantus, he no sooner saw that chanmng sight, than 
he said good-bye to the Egyptian ship-wnght who was showing 
us round , and now stands urgmg his tearful smt. You know 
his way , tears come natural to him m these affairs of the heart 
Ly Well, but, Samippus, this boy was nothing great, that 
he should make such a conquest, Adimantus has the beauties 
of Athens at his beck , mce gentlemanly boys, with good Greek 
on their tongues, and the mark of the gymnasium on every 
muscle, a man may languish under ilcir ngours with some 
credit As for this fellow, to say nothmg of his dark skin, and 
protruding hp', and spmdle shanks, his words came tumbhng 
out in a heap, one on the top of another , it was Greek, of course, 
but the voice, the accent were Egyptian bortu And then his 
hair no freeman eser had his hair tied up in a knot behmd 
hkc that 

Tj Oh, but that is a sign of noble birth m Egypt, Lycmus 3 
All gentlemen’s sons wear their hair done up till they reach 
manhood It was the other way with our ancestors the top- 
knot, and the golden grasshopper to keep it Together, were the 
p-opcr thing for old men m thar tunc 

Sc \'cry mnch to the point, Timolaus , yon allude to the 
remarks in Thccv dides’s preface, about our old luronons habits, 
as p-esc-^cd m the Asiatic colomcs 

Lj Ot course' I remember now where it was we loitq 
Adimantu' It was v hen we were standing all that tune look- 
ing up at tbc mart, counting the layers of hides, and watching 
that mar ellouj fcUo - going up the shrouds, and rurming along 
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the jards, perfcctl) comfortable, wth just a Innd on tlie jard- 
tacLbng 

Sa So It '\\as Well, now what are we to do ? Shall we 
wait for him here, or do jou think I had better go back on 
board ? 

jTj No, no, let us walk on-, he has probably gone tcanng 
off home, not being able to find us Anjhow, he knows the 
way , he wall never get lost for want of us to take care of him 
Ly It is rather a shame, perhaps, to go off and leaac one’s 
fnend to shift for himself Howeter, I agree, if Samippus 
does 

Sa Certainly I do We may find the gymnasium open still 
5 — say, though, what a size that ship was ’ I So feet long, 
the man said, and something over a quarter of that in width , 
and from deck to keel, the maximum depth, through the hold, 
44 feet And then the height of the mast, with its huge yard , 
and what a foresuy it takes to hold it ' And the lofty stern 
with Its gradual curve, and its gilded beak, balanced at the other 
end by the long rising sweep of the prow, and the figures of 
her name-goddess, Isis, on either side As to the other orna- 
mental details, the paintings and the scarlet topsail, I was more 
struck by the anchors, and the capstans and windlasses, and the 

6 stem cabins The crew was hke a small army And they were 
saying she carried as much corn as would feed every soul m 
Attica for a year And all depends for its safety on one httlc 
old atomy of a man, who controls that great rudder with a mere 
broomstick of a tiUer ' He was pointed out to me , Heron 
was his name, I think , a woolly-pated fellow, half-bald 

Tt He IS a wonderful hand at it, so the crew say , a very 

7 Proteus in sea-cunning Did they tell you how he brought 
them here, and all their adventures f how they were saved by 
a star ? 

Ly No , you can tell us about that now. 


D 2 
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‘Ft I liad It from the master, a mce mteUigent fellow to talk 
to They' set sail with a moderate wind from Phams, and 
sighted Acamas on the seventh day Then a west wind got 
np, and th^ were earned as far east as Sidon. On their way 
thence they came in for a heavy gale, and the tenth day brought 
them through the Straits to the Chehdon Isles , and there they 
very nearly went to the bottom I have sailed past the Cheh- 8 
dons myself, and I know the sort of seas you get there, espeaaUy 
if the wmd is SW by S , it is just there, of course, that the 
division takes place between the Lyaan and Pamphyhan waters , 
and the surge caused by the numerous currents gets broken at 
the headland, whose rocks have been sharpened by the action 
of the water till they are like razors , the result is a stupendous 
crash of waters, the waves often rising to the very top of the 
crags This was the kmd of thing they found themselves in 9 
for, according to the master, — and on a pitch dark mght ’ How- 
ever, the Gods were moved by their distress, and showed them 
a fire that enabled them to identify the Lycian coast , and 
a bright star — either Castor or Pollux — appeared at the mast- 
head, and guided the ship into the open sea on their left , just 
in time, for she was making straight for the cliff Havmg once 
lost their proper course, they sailed on through the Aegean, 
bcanng up against the Etesian winds, until they came to anchor 
in Piraeus yesterday, being the seventieth day of the,voyage , 
you see how far they had been earned out of their ivay , whereas 
if they had taken Crete on their nght, they would have doubled 
Malca, and been at Rome by this time 

Ej A pretty pilot this Heron, and no mistake, to get so far 
out in his reckomng , a man after Nereus’s heart ' — But look ' 1° 
that IS surely Adimantus f 

Adimantus it is Let ns hail him Adimantus ' Son 
of Strombichus ' of the dome of Myrrhmus ’ He must be 
oCended with ns, or else he is deaf, it is certainly he 
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ly I can male him out quite clearly now , his cloak, his 
walk, his cropped head Let us mend our pace, and catch 
II him up — ^We shall have to puU you by the doak, and compel 
you to turn round, Adimantus , you will take no notice of our 
shouts You seem hke one rapt m contemplation , you are 
pondering on matters of no hght import ? 

Ad Oh, it IS nothing senous An idle fancy, that came to 
me as I walked, and engrossed my attention, so that I never 
heard you 

Ly And the fancy ? Tell us ivithout reserve, unless it is 
a very dehcate matter And even if it is, you know, we have 
all been through the Mysteries , we can keep a secret 

Ad No, I had rather not tell you , you would think it so 
cbldish 

Ly Can it be a love affair f Speak on , those mysteries too 
are not unknown to us , we have been imtiated in full torch- 
hght 

12 Ad Oh dear, no , nothing of that kind — No , I was making 
myself an imaginary present Of a fortune — that ' vain, deluding 
joy,’ as It has been called , I had just reached the pinnade of 
luxury and affluence when you arnved 
Ly Then all I have to say is, ‘ Halves ■ ’ Come, out with 
your wealth I We are Adimantus’s fnends let us share his 
superfluities 

Ad Well, I lost sight of you at once on the ship — ^the moment 
I had got you safely up, Lycinus I was measunng the thickness 
13 of the anchor, and you disappeared somewhere However, I 
went on and saw everything, and then I asked one of the sailors 
how much the vessel brought in to her owner in an average year 
Three thousand pounds, he said, was the lowest reckomng So 
afterwards, on the way back, I was thinking Suppose some 
God took It into his head to make me a present of that ship , 
what a glorious life I should have of it, and my fnends too ’ 
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Sometimes I could mate the tnp mjself, at other times I could 
send my men On the strength of that three thousand, I had 
already budt myself a house, nicely situated just above the 
Poecde — I would have nothing more to say to my ancestral 
abode on the banks of the Ibssus, — and was in treaty for my 
wardrobe and slaves and chariots and stable And now behold 


me on board, the envy of every passenger, and the terror of my 
crew, who regarded me as next thing to a king , I was getting 
matters shipshape, and taking a last look at the port in the 
distance, when up comes Lyanns, capsizes the vessel, just as 
she IS scudding before a wishing wind, and sends all my wealth 
to the bottom 

Zy Well, you are a man of spirit lay hands on me, and 14 
away with me to the governor, for the buccaneer that I am 
A flagrant case of piracy, on the high roads, too, betiveen 
Athens and Piraeus Stay, though , perhaps we can compound 
the matter What do you say to five ships, larger and finer ones 
than your Egyptian , above all, warranted not to sink ?— each 
to bring jou, shall we say, five cargoes of com per annum f 
Though I foresee that you will be the most unbearable of ship- 
owners when you have got them The possession of this one 
made you deaf to our salutations , give you five more — three- 
masters all of them, and impenshable — and the result is obvious 
}ou will not know your friends when you see them And so, 
good 1 oyage to your worship , we ivill estabhsh ourselves at 
Piraeus, and quesuon all who land from Egypt or Italy, as to 
ivhcther they came across Adimantus’s great ship, the Isis, 
anywhere 


now , that was why I refused to tell you about it 15 
at first , I knew you would male a jest and a laughing-stock of 
my W ish So now I shall stop here till j ou have got on ahead, 
and then I shall go another lojagc on my ship I like talking 
to mj sailors much better than being jeered at by you 
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Ly That will never do We shall hang about, and go on 
board too 

Ad I shall go on first, and haul up the gangrvay 
Ly Then we shall s^vlm across and board you You seem 
to thinl there will be no difficulty about your acquiring these 
great ships without building them or paying for them; 
why should not w obtain from the Gods the privilege of 
swimming for an indefinite distance without getting tired ? 
You made no objection to our company the other day, you 
know, when we all W’cnt across together to Aegina, to see the 
ntcs of Hecate, in that tiny bttle boat, at sixpence a head ; 
and now } ou arc furious at the idea of our going on board with 
you , }ou go on ahead, and haul up the gangway You forget 
yourself, my Shipowner , you wax fat and lack , you withhold 
from Ncracsis her due See what comes of houses m fashion- 
able quarters, and great retinues Well, please remember to 
bring us back some of those exquisite smoked fish from the Nile, 
or some mjTrrh from Canopus, or an ibis from Memphis , — 

I suppose jou would scarcely hare room for a pyramid ? 
l6 Ti That IS cnougli, Lycinus Spare his blushes You have 
quite swamped lus ship , she is laughter-logged, and can weather 
It no longer Now, W'c have still come distance before us , let 
us break it up into four parts, and each have so many furlongs, 
in winch he may demand of the Gods what he ivill This will 
lighten our journey, and amuse us into the bargain , we shall 
rc\ cl in a delightful w aking dream of unhimted prosperity , for 
each of us vnll ha\ c full control of his own Wish, and it tvill be 
understood that the Gods must grant cvervthing, howeter 
impracticable Above all, it wnll giac us an idea who would 
make the best u'c of the supposed wealth , wc shall see what 
kind of a man it would hate made of him 
17 a good idea I am your man, I undertake to wash 
when mt turn comes Wc need not ask \dimantus whether 
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he agree?, he has one foot on board alreadj We must have 
Lycmns’s sanction, however 

Ly Why, let ns to onr wealth, if so it must be Where all 
IS pni=penty, I wonld not be thonght to cast an evil gre. 

Jd Who begins * 

Ly Yon , and then Samippas, and then Timolans I shall 
onlv want the last hundred yards or to before the Gate for mme, 
and a quiet hundred, too 

jid Well, I Etict to my ship Etdl , only I shall wish some iS 
more tlung«, as it is allowed hlay the God of Luct sav hes 
to all ’ I win have the ship, and everything m her , the cargo, 
the merchants, the women, the sailors, and anything else that 
15 particularly mce to have. 

Sa You forget one thing yon have on board — 

Ad Oh, the boy with the hair , yes, him too And instead 
of the present cargo of wheat, I will have the same bulb of 
coined gold, all sovereigns 

Ly HuUo ' The ship will sink Wheat and gold to the 19 
same bulk are not of the same weight. 

Ad Now, don’t make envious remarks IVhen your turn 
comes, you can have the whole of Fames turned into a mass of 
gold if } on hie, and I 'hall 'ay nothing 

L, Oh, I was only thinking of your safetv I don’t want 
all hands to go down with the golden cargo It would not 
matter 'o much about u', but the poor bov would be drowned , 
he can’t sivim 

Ti Oh, that win be aU ncht The dolphms will pick him 
up and get him to sho*e Shall a paltrv musiaan be rescued 
b} them fo' a 'ong s sake, a hfcless hlehcertes be earned on their 
backs to the Isthmus and Adimantus’s btest purchase find 
never an amo-ou' dolph n at his need ’ 

Ad Timolans, voj a-e just asbadasLvann$,with voarsuper- 
£ wons sneer' k oa ought to know better , it waj all i onr idea 
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20 You should make it more plausible Find a treasure 
under your bed , that would save unloading the gold, and 
getting It up to town 

Ad Oh yes ' It shall be dug up from under the Hermes in 
our court , a thousand bushels of coined gold Well , mj first 
thought has been for a handsome house, — ‘ the homestead first 
and chiefcst,’ says Hesiod , and my purclnscs in the neighbour- 
hood are now complete , there remains my proper!)'' at Delphi, 
and the sea-front at Eleusis , and a little something at the 
Isthmus (I nught want to stop there for the games) , and the 
plain of Sicyon , and in short every scrap of land in the country 
where there is nice shade, or a good stream, or fine fruit , I 
resen'e them all We will eat off gold plate , and our cups 
shall weigh 100 lb apiece , I a\nll ha\c none of the flims) ware 
that appears on Echccrates’s table 

21 Ly I dare say ' And how is )Our cupbearer going to hand 
you a thing of that a\ eight, tthen he has filled it f And how 
wall )ou like taking it from him ? It would tax the mu'cles of 
a Sis)'phus, let alone a cupbearer s 

Ad Oh, don’t keep on picking holes in mt Wi'h I shall 
haac tables and couches of solid gold, if I like, and sonants 
too, if )Ou say another word 

Ly Well, take care, or )ou wall be like Mida«, with nothing 
but gold to cat and dnnk , and die of a right roaal hunger, 
a martvr to superabundance 

Ad Your turn wall come prcscntl), Laanu^, and then )ou 

22 can be as realistic as )ou like To proceed I mun haac purple 
raiment, and eacn luxut), and deep ac late as I like a\ith 
friends to come and paa court to me, and catn one boaaing 
doaaai to the ground , and thca aaall all haac to aaait about at 
ma doors from carla morning — the great Clcacncius and Demo- 
critus among them, oh acs and aahen thca come and to 
get in before cacry one cl e, ‘cacn great Icreign nart' of po-ters 
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shall slam the door in their faces, just as theirs do now And 
as soon as I feel inclined, I shall peep out like the nsing sun, 
and some of that set I shall simply ignore , but if there is some 
poor man there, hke me before I got the treasure, I shall have 
a kmd word for him ‘ You must come and have dinner tvith 
me, after your bath , you know my hour ’ The great men tvill 
all choke with envy when they see my chariots and horses, and 
my handsome slaves — two thousand choice ones, of all ages 
Well, so the dinner service is to be of gold, — no silver for me, 23 
It IS much too cheap — and I shall have smoked fish from Spam , 
tvine from Italy , od from Spam agam , our own honey, but it 
must be clarified without heat , dehcacies from all quarters , 
wdd boars , hares , aU sorts of birds, pheasants, Indian pea- 
cocks, Nunudian capons , and special cooks for et erything, 
artists in sauce and seasomng And when I call for a beaker 
or goblet to pledge any one, he shall take it home tvith him 
As to the people who now pass for nch, they, I need not say, 24 
will be paupers to me Dionicus will give up displapng his 
sdver plate and cup in processions, when he sees that my slaves 
cat off nothing but sdver I should set apart something for the 
public service, too , a monthly distnbuuon of ,^4 a head to 
citizens, and half that to foreigners , and the most beautiful 
theatres and baths you can imagine , and the sea should be 
brought along a great canal up to the Double Gates, and there 
■would be a harbour close by, so that my ship could be seen 
Ivmg at anchor from the Ceramicus And of yon who arc my 25 
fnends, Samippus should have twenty bushels of coined gold 
paid out to him bt my steward, Timolaus, five quarts, and 
Lj anus one quart, strict measure, because he talks too much, 
and sneers at mt Wish That is how I would live, revelling 
in every luiun without stint, supcrlatirely nch I have done 
Ilcrmcs bnng it all to pass ' 

Ly Have )ou realized on what a 'lender thread all this 26 
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tvealtli depends ? Once let tliat breai, and all is gone , your 
treasure is but dust and ashes 
Ad How so ? 

Ly. Why, it is not clear how long this life of affluence is to 
last WTio knows ? You may be sitting one day at your sohd 
gold table, just putting out your hand for a shce of that peacock 
or capon, when, at that very moment, off flies animvla vagula, 
and Adimantus after her, leaving his all a prey to crows and 
vultures Need I enumerate instances ? There have been rich 
men who have died before they knew what it was to be nch , 
others have hved to be robbed of their possessions by some 
malign spint who waits upon wealth The cases of Croesus and 
Polycrates are familiar to you Their nches were greater far 

27 than yours , yet at one stroke they lost all But leavmg them 
out of the case, do you consider that you have good security 
for the contmuance of your health f Look at the number of 
nch men whose lives are made miserable by their infirmities 
some are cnppled, others are bhnd, others have internal diseases 
Say what yon will, I am sure that for double your wealth you 
would not consent to be a weakling like nch Phanomachus , 
not to mention the artful designs, the robbenes, the envy, and 
the unpopulanty that are inseparable from wealth See what 
troubles your treasure will land you m ' 

Ad You are always against me, Lycmus I shall cancel your 
quart now, for this last piece of spite 

Ly That is so like a nch man, to draw back and break his 
promise , a good beginning • Now, Samippus, it is your turn 
to wish, 

28 Sa Well, I am a landsman, I come from Mantinea, you 
know, m Arcadia , so I shall not ask for a ship , I could make 
no show with that m my country Nor wdl I msult the genero- 
sity of the Gods by askmg for so much gold down I understand 
there is no boon so great, but their power and Timolaus’s law 



44 Ths Ship • or, 'The Wuhes 

can compass it, we are to wish away withont ceremony, he 
says, — they will refuse us nothing Well then, I wish to be 
a lang 5 ut I will not succeed to a hereditary throne, hie 
Alexander of Macedon, Ptolemy, Mithndates and the rest of 
them No, I iviU begin as a brigand, in a troop of thirty or so, 
brisk compamons ready at need Then httle by httle we shall 
grow to be 300 , then 1,000, and presently 10,000 , and at last 
we shall total 50,000 heavy-armed, and 5,000 horse I shall be 29 
elected their chieftain by general consent, having shown myself 
to be the best quahfied for the command and conduct of their 
affairs Already, you see, I have the advantage of ordinary 
kings I am elected to the command on my own merits , I am 
no hereditary monarch, reaping the fruits of my predecessor’s 
labours That would be like Adimantus, svith his treasure , 
but there is much more satisfaction in knowing that your power 
IS the work of your own hands 
Ly Now really, this ts a Wish, and no mistake, the very 
acme of blessedness , to be commander of that vast company, 
chosen on your own merits by 50,000 men ' A gemus, a master 
of strategy and king-craft has been quietly growing up in Man- 
tinea, and we not a whit the -wiser ’ But I interrupt Proceed, 

O King, at the head of jour troops , dispose your forces, in- 
fantry and cavalry WTiither, I wonder, goes this mighty host, 
issuing from Arcadia ? 'WTio arc to be the first victims i 

Sa I’ll tell you , or j on can come -with us, if you hke I will 30 
put you in command of the cavalry 

Ly Mhy, as to that, your Majesty, I am much beholden to 
}ou for the honour, accept mj most onental prostrations, 
and manuflcxions But, with all respea to your diadem, and 
the pcrpcndiculanty of your tiara, you would do well to take 
one of these stout fellows instead I am sadly defiaent in 
honcmanship , indeed, I was never on a horse in my hfe I 
am afraid that when the trumpet sounded to adiance, I might 
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fall off, and be trampled, in the general confusion, under some 
of those iiumcrous hoofs Or again, my spirited charger might 
get the bit bctttcen his teeth, and carry me right into the midst 
of the cncm\ If I am to remain in possession of saddle and 
bridle, I shall hiic to be tied on 

31 Ad All nght, Samippus, I wll command the cavalry, 
Lyemus can ha-vc the right mng I have the first claim on 
you, after all those bushels of sovereigns 

Sa Let us sec what my troopers thinl of you for a leader 
All in favour of Adimantus, hold up their hands 

Ad All hands go up, look 

Sa You command the cavalry, then, and Lycinus the right 
wing Timolaus will have the left wng I am m the centre, 
hie the Persian monarchs when they take the field in person 

32 Well , after due observance paid to Zeus, king of kings, we ad- 
vance along the hill-road to Corirtth Greece being now sub- 
jugated (for no resistance wU be offered to our enormous host, 
we shall merely walk over), wc get our troops on to the galleys, 
and the horses on to the transports (arrangements having been 
made at Cenchreae for the requisite number of vessels, with 
adequate provision and so on), cross the Aegean, and land in 
loma Here we sacnfice to Artemis, and finding the various 
cities unfortified, take easy possession of them, put m governors, 
and march on in the direction of Syria On the way we pass 
through Cana, Lyaa, Pamphyba, Pisidia, the mountains and 
sea-board of Cihaa, and so at last reach the Euphrates 

33 Ly If your Majesty has no objection, I will stay behind and 
be Pacha of Greece I am a poor-spirited fellow , to go all 
that way from home is not to my hhng at all You evidently 
meditate an attack upon the Parthians and Armemans, warlike 
folk, and unerring shots Let some one else have the nght 
wing, and let me play Antipater here at home Some arrow, 
from the walls of Susa or Bactra, might find a chink in my 
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annour, and let daylight through me, and there would be 
a melancholy end of my strategic career 

Sa Oh coward, to desert your post ' The penalty for that 
IS decapitation — ^We are now at the Euphrates, and have thrown 
our bndge across All is secured in our rear by the subordinates 
whom I have placed in charge of the vanous distncts , officers 
have also been dispatched for the reduction of Phoemaa and 
Palestine, and, subsequently, of Egypt Now, Lyanus, you 
cross first, with the nght iving , I next, and Timolaus after me 
Last comes Adimantus with the cavalry We have now crossed 34 
Mesopotamia, and no enemy has yet shown himself, town 
after town has voluntanly given itself up , we reach Babylon , 
we enter its gates without wanung, and the city is ours The 
Persian Ling meanwhile is at Ctesiphon He hears of our ap- 
proach and withdraw to Scleuaa, where he proceeds to muster 
his full strength of cavalry, bowmen, and shngers Our scouts 
report that the force already collected numbers something hie 
a million, including two hundred thousand mounted bowmen , 
and the Armeman, Caspian, and Bactrian contingents are still 
to come , only the neighbounng distncts, the suburbs, as it 
were, of the empire, have contnbuted as yet With such ease 
docs the Persian monarch raise a milhon of men ’ It is now 
time for us to think what we are to do next 

Ad Well, I say that you should all march for Ctesiphon, 
leaiing me to secure Babylon ivith the cavalry 

Sa Arc you going to show the white feather too, Adimantus, 
now that the danger is near ? — ^Timolaus, what is your 
adncc ? 

T» We must march upon the enemy in full force, before 
the} ha\c had time to strengthen their hands wtth the re- 
inforcements that arc pounng m from all quarters , let us 
engage them whilst thej arc still making their scicral wajs to 
Sclcucia 
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Sa Tliere is something in that What do 70U recommend, 
Lycmus ? 

Ly Well, we have aU been on our legs till we are tired out , 
there was the earlf walk down, and we must be a good three 
miles now on the way home , and the sun is extremely power- 
ful — It is just about noon how would it be to sit down for 
a bit on that rumed column under the ohve trees, till we are 
sufficiently restored to complete the journey ? 

Sa O sancta stmphatas > Did you think that you were at 
Athens all this time f You are in the plain before Babylon, 
in a great camp, — engaged in a council of war 

Ly Why, so I am I forgot , we are drunk, of course , it is 
against rules to talk sense 

36 Sa Well, now, please, to the attack Bear yourselves gallantly 
in this hour of danger be not less than Greeks See, the 
enemy are upon us Our watchword is ‘ Lord of Battles ’ 
The moment the trumpet sounds, raise the war-cry, clash 
spear upon shield, and lose no time in coming to close quarters, 
out of danger of their arrows , otherwise the bowmen will give 
us a warm reception No sooner do we get to work than Timo- 
laus with his left wing routs their right , in the centre the con- 
flict IS even , for I have the native Persian troops against me, 
and the Jang 13 in their midst The whole strength of their 
cavalry bears down upon our right iving , play the man, there- 
fore, Lycinus , and encourage your troops to receive the 
charge 

37 Ly Just my luck ' Eveiy single trooper of them is making 
straight for me, as if I were the only foeman worthy of their 
steel If they go on hke this, I think I shall have to turn tail 
and make for the gymnasium, and leave you to fight it out 

Sa Nonsense , v ou have almost beaten them already Now, 
observe, the king challenges me to single combat , honour for- 
bids that I should draw back , I accordingly engage him 



48 The Ship or. The Wishes 

Ly To be sure , and are promptly wounded No king 
should omit to receive a wound, when empire is at stake 

Sa Well, yes , I do get just a scratch , it is well out of sight, 
however, so the scar will be no disfigurement On the other 
hand, observe the fniy of my charge I send my spear through 
horse and nder at one stroke , cut off the royal head , remove 
the diadem therefrom, and am saluted as king with umversal 
prostrations That apphes only to the barbarians , from you 38 
who are Greeks I shall have merely the usual title of commander- 
in-chief You may imagine the rest the Sarmppopohses I shall 
found, the cities I shall storm and destroy for shghting my 
supremacy The wealthy Cydias will come in for the largest 
share of my attention , I have not forgotten his gradual en- 
croachments on my property, in the days when we were neigh- 
bours 

Ly Stop there, Samippus , after such a victory, it is high 39 
tune you retired to Babylon, to keep festival Three-quarters 
of a mile is your allowance of domimon, as I reckon it. Timolaus 
now selects his wish 

Sa Well, tell me what you think of mine f 
Ly It seems to me, most sapient monarch, to involve con- 
siderably more trouble and annoyance than that of Adimantns 
While he hies lurunously, and hands about gold cups — ^hundred- 
pounders — ^to his guests, you are snstaimng wounds in single 
combat. From mormng till mght, all is worry and anxiety 
with you You have not only the pubhc enemies to fear there 
arc the numberless conspiracies, the envy and hatred of your 
courtiers , you have flatterers enough, but not one fnend , their 
seeming goodwill is the work of fear or ambition As to enjoy- 
ment, jon can never dream of such a thmg Yon hare to con- 
tent j ourself with glorj and gold embroidery and purple, 
wrth the Meter’s garland, and the king’s bodyguard, beyond 
these there is nothing but intolerable toil and continual dis- 
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comfort You arc either negotiating TOth ambassadors, or 
judging cases, or issuing mandates to your subjects Here a 
tribe revolts there an enemy invades All is fear and sus- 
picion The world may think you happy , but you know better 
And surely it is a very humihating circumstance that you should 
be apt to fall ill, just hie ordinary people ? Fevers seem not to 
understand that you are a Ling , nor does Death stand in any 
awe of your bodyguard , when the fancy takes him, he comes, 
and carries you off lamenting , what cares he for the diadem ? 
Fallen from your high estate, dragged from your kingly throne, 
you go the same road as the rest of us , there is no ‘ benefit of 
royalty ’ among the timid flock of shades You leave behind 
you upon earth some massive tomb, some stately column, some 
pyramid of noble outhne , but it will be too late then for vanity 
to enjoy these things , and the statues and temples, the offer- 
ings of obsequious cities, nay, your great name itself, all will 
presently decay, and vanish, and be of no further account 
Take it at the best , let all endure for ages what will it profit 
your senseless clay ? And it is for this that you are to hve 
uneasy days, ever scheming, feanng, toihng ’ — ^Timolaus, the 
wish IS with you We shall expect better things from your 
judgement and experience 

Tt See if you can find anything questionable or reprehensible 
in what I propose As to treasure-heaps and bushels of com, 
I will have none of them , nor monarchy, vnth the wars and 
terrors it involves You rightly censured such things, pre- 
canous as they are, exposed to endless machinations, and bring- 
42 tng with them more vexation than pleasure No , my wish is 
that Hermes should appear and present me with certain rings, 
possessed of certain powers One should ensure its wearer 
continual health and strength, invulnerability, insensibility to 
pain Anpther, like that of Gyges, should make me invisible 
A third should give me the strength to pick up with ease a 

LUaAN IV E 
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tvaght that ten thousand men conld barely move Then 
I must be able to % to anj hnght above the earth , a nng for 
that. Again, I shall want to be able to put people to sleep 
upon occasion , and at my approach all doors must immediately 
fly open, all bolts yield, all bars withdraw One ring may 
secure these points There remains yet one, the most preaous 43 
of them all , for with it on my finger I am the desire of every 
woman and boy, ay, of whole nations , not one escapes me , 

I am in all hearts, on all tongues Wonien will hang them- 
selves for the vehemence of their passion, boys will go mad. 
Happy will those few be recioned on whom I cast a glance , 
and those whom I scorn will pine away for gnef. Hyacmth, 
Hylas, Phaon, will sink into insigmficance beside me. And all 44 
this I hold on no bnef tenure , the hmitations of human hfe 
are not for me. I shall hve a thousand years, ever renewing my 
} outh, and casting off the slough of old age every time I get to 
seventeen. — ^With these nngs I shall lack nothing All that i 5 
another’s is mine for can I not open his doors, put his guards 
to sleep, and walk in unperceived ? Instead of sending to 
India or to the Hyperboreans for their curiosities, their treasures, 
their ivincs or their dehcaaes, I can fly thither myself, and take 
my fill of all The phoenix of India, the gnffin, that winged 
monster, are sights unknown to others I shall see them I 
alone shall know the sources of the Nile, the lands that are 
uninhabited, the Antipodes, if such there be, dwelling on the 
other side of the earth Nay, I may Icam the nature of the 
stars, the moon, the sun it'elf , for fire cannot harm me. And 
t h ink of the joy of announang the Olympian victor’s name in 
Babylon, on the day of the contest ' or of having one’s break- 
fast in Svna, and one’s dinner in Italy ' Had I an enemy, 

I could be cicn nth him, thanks to mv invisibihry, by cracking 
his skull nth a rock , ms fnends, on the other hand, I might 
tubiidizc nth showen of gold as they lay asleep Hare we 
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some ovenveemng tyrant, who insults us'tvith his wealth ? I 
cany him off a couple of miles or so, and drop him over the 
nearest preapice I could enjoy the company of my beloved 
\vithout let or hindrance, going secretly in after I had put 
every one else in the house to sleep What a thing it would 
be to hover overhead, out of range, and w'atch contending 
armies • If I hied, I could take the part of the vanquished, 
send their conquerors to sleep, rally the fugitives and gw c them 
the victory In short, the affairs of humamty would be my 
diversion , all things would be in my power ; mankind would 
account me a God Here is the perfection of happiness, secure 
and indestructible, backed as it is by health and longevity 

45 What faults have you to find, Lycinus ? 

Ly None , it is not safe to thwart a man who has wings, and 
the strength of ten thousand I have only one question to ask 
Did you ever, among all the nations you passed in your flight, 
meet with a similar case of mental aberration ? a man of mature 
years tiding about on a finger-nng, moving whole mountains 
with a touch , bald and snub-nosed, yet the desire of all 
eyes ? Ah, there was another point What is to prevent one 
single ring from doing all the work f Why go about ivith your 
left hand loaded, — a ring to every finger f nay, they overflow , 
the nght hand must be forced into the service And you have 
left out the most important nng of all, the one to stop your 
dnvellmg at this absurd rate Perhaps you consider that a 
stifiish dose of hellebore would serve the turn ? 

46 Tt Now, positively, Lyemus, you must have a try yourself 
You find fault veith everybody else , this time we should hke to 
hear your version of a really unexceptionable wash 

Ly What do I want with a wash ? Here we are at the gates 
What with the vabant Samippus’s single combat at Babylon, 
and your breakfasts in Syria and dihners in Italy, you have used 
up my ground between you , and you are heartily welcome 
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I have no fancy for a short-hved visionary wealth, with the 
humihating sequel of barley-bread and no butter That iviU 
be your fate presently Your bhss and your wealth wJl take 
wings , you will wake from your charming dreams of treasure 
and diadems, to find that your domestic arrangements are of 
qmte another Lind, hke the actors who take the Ling’s part in 
tragedies , — their late majesties King Agamemnon and King 
Creon usually return to very short commons on leaving the 
theatre Some depression, some discontent at your existing 
arrangements, is to be expected on the occasion You will be 
the worst off, Timolaus Your flying-machine will come to 
gnef, like that of Icarus , you wdl descend from the skies, and 
foot It on the ground , and all those nngs wiU shp off and be 
lost. As for me, I am content with the exqmsite amusement 
afforded me by your vanous wishes , I would not exchange it 
for all the treasure in the world, Babylon included And yon 
call yourselves philosophers ' F 

DIALOGUES OF THE HETAERAE 

I 

Glycera Thais 

Gly Thais, that Acamanian soldier, who used to be so fond 
of Abrotonum, and then fell m loie with me — he was 
decorated, and i\ ore a mihtary cloak — do you know the man I 
mean ? I suppose you have forgotten him i 

Tb Oh no, dear, I knon , why, he shared our table last 
harvest fesuval Well ? you look as if you had something to 
tell me about him 

Glj That uncked Gorgona (such a jnmd of mine, to be sure ■) 
— she has stolen him away from me 
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What' he has gnen you up, and taken her in your place ? 
Gly Yes, dear , isn’t it hornd of her ? 

Th Well, Glyccrn darhng, it ts wicked, of course , but it is 
not A eiy surprising , it is what all tve poor girls do You 
mustn’t be too much \cxcd , I shouldn’t blame her, if I ivere 
}ou, Abrotonum neter blamed you about him, you know, 
and }ou ncre friends, too But I cannot think what he finds 
in her , A\hcre arc his eyes ? has he nc\cr found out how thin 
her hair is ? what a lot of forehead she shows ' and her lips ' 
all liwd, they might be a dead a\ O man’s, and that scraggy 
neck, A cincd all OA'cr , and Avhat an amount of nose 1 I grant 
) ou she IS tall and straight , and she has quite a nice smile 
Gly Oh, Thais, jou don’t tlunk it Avas her /oois caught him 
Don’t you know ? her mother Chrysanum is a AAUtch , she 
knows Thessalian charms, and can draiv down the moon , they 
do say she flics o’ rughts It AA'as she bcAvitched him with drugs 
in his drink, and now they arc mabng their harvest out of 
him 

Ah Avell, dear, you aviU get a harvest out of some one 
else , never mind him H, 


II 

Myrttum Pavtphilus Dons 

Myr Well, Pamphdus ? So I hear you are to marry Phido 
the shipmaster’s daughter, — if you have not done so already ' 
And this IS the end of your voaa's and tears ! All is over and 
forgotten ! And I so near my time ' Yes, that is all I have to 
thank my lover for , that, and the prospect of having a child 
to bring up , and you knoAV Avhat that means to us poor girls 
I mean to keep the child, especially if it is a boy it AViU be some 
comfort to me to call him after you , and perhaps some dav 
you will be sorry, Avhen he comes to reproach you for betraying 
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Hi poor Eiorlier I can't sar mccJi for kdjrj locb I latv 
her onl^ the other cav tvith her mother, nt the Thesmophona , 
little cid I hncsvr then that me tm to roh me of inv PampMci ! 
Hadn't Ton better see tthat the u lie nrst: Tcie a good loch 
at her ^es , and trr not to mmd the colonr. and the cast (she 
has sncn a i^nint 0> Ot no. ttere is no seed for roa to see 
her ; xou 'rate seen Phldo , ton inott tvhat a face li has 
Pa Hott ranch more nonsense are von gomg to talk ahont 
Ehipotnsr; and mamiges ' TTIiat do I inotv ahoat hndes, 
ngh- or prettr * If 'tin mean Po-co of Alopece. I never inetv 
he had a gtotvn-np canghter at alL \Vhv sovr I thtni of in 
he IS not even on speabng terms with mv father. Thev vrere 
at iatr not long ago — iOxaething shoat a shippmg contract. 
He owed nrr father a talent. I think tt mat, and refused to pa" z 
so he mas had up before the Admiraltp Conrt. ana mv father 
never got paid in foil after alL so he said. Do von sappese if 
I manted to marrv I should pass over Demeas s daeghrer in 
favour of Pmeo s = Demeas mas general last rear, and die is 
mv cousin on the mother's roe. Who has been tdlmg vou all 
th.s ’ Is It just a coomeb spun in that jealom little brain of 

TOUTS f 

df^r Pamphllus ' Yea mean to sav pou arc ~'S gomg to be 
mamea ’ 

F- -Are Tou mad, or mhat IS the matter vnth VQU ’ We Qid 
not have muen to enni resterdav 

' Ask Dons , it $ all her fault, I sent her out to bnv 
mme mouL and to odcr up p-arcr to .krtenus for me, .And she 

•3'i mat sue met Lesbia, ana Lesbai -Doru, tell him mhat 

Lcsbii sa-o- unless vou invented it all vour-eh 

D ~ Mar I cie, nns-, u I sa.a a mom more than the truth ' 
Jus- fcv the tc-vn-hall Lesbn met me, and ‘Dons,’ savs she. 
•mhnr ' "ou' -oung gentleman i'> to marrT PHao s daughter 
.■k'-d if VC a don t believe me,’ 'avs she, ‘ look up thtur street. 
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and j'ou will see everything crowned mth garlands, and a 6nc 
bustle going on , flutes playing, and people singing tlie wedding- 
song ’ 

Pa Well , and you did ? 

Dor That I did, sir , and it was all as Lesbia had said 

Pa Ah, now I see • You have told your mistress nothing 
but the truth, and there was some ground for what Lesbia 
told you However, it is a false alarm The wedding is not 
at our house I remember now Wlien I went back home 
yesterday, after leaving you, ' Pamphilus,’ said my mother, 
‘ here is neighbour Aristaenetus’s son, Charmides, who is no 
older than you, just going to marry and settle down when 
are you going to turn o\ or a new leaf f ’ And then I dropped 
off to sleep I went out early this mormng, so that I saw 
nothing of all that Dons has seen If you doubt my word, 
Dons can go again , and look more carefully this time, Dons , 
mark the house, not the street only, and you will find that the 
garlands are next door 

Myr I breathe again 1 Pamphilus, if it had been true, I 
should have killed myself ' 

Pa Prue, indeed ' Am I mad, that I should forget Myrtium, 
so soon to become the mother of my child ? F 


III 

Phihma, Her Mother 

Mother You must be mad, Philinna , what u>as the matter 
with you at the dinner last mght ? Diphilus was in tears this 
mormng when he came and told me how he had been treated 
You were tipsy, he said, and made an exhibition of yourself, 
dancing when he asked you not to , then you kissed his friend 
Lampnas, and when Diphilus did not hke that, you left him 
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and vent and pnt ponr arms round Lampnas , and lie choHng 
vith rage all the time And afterwards 70U would not go 
near him, but let him crj by himself, and iept singing and 
teasing him 

Pbi Ah, mother, he never told you how if behaved , if you 
inev how rude he was, you would not tahe his part. He 
neglected me and made up to Thais, Lampnas’s girl, before 
Lampnas came I was angiy, and let him see what I thought 
of him, and then he took hold of Thais’s ear, bent her neck back 
and gave her — oh, such a kiss ' I thought it would never end 
So I began to cry , but he only laughed, and kept whispering 
to her — about me, of course , Thais vas looking at me and 
smihng However, when they heard Lampnas coming, and 
had had enough of each other at last, I did take my 
place by him all the same, not to give him an excuse for a fuss 
afterwards It was Thais got up and danced first, showing her 
ankles ever so much, as if no one else had pretty ones And 
when she stopped, Lampnas never said a word, but Diplulns 
praised her to the skies — such perfect time ’ such vaned steps ’ 
foot and music always nght , and what a lovely ankle ' and so 
on, and so on , it might have been the Sosardra of Calamis he 
was complimenting, and not Thais , what she is really hie, 
“j ou know V ell enough And how she insulted me, too ' 
‘ If some one is not ashamed of her spindle-shanks,’ she 
said, ‘ she will get up and dance now ’ Well, that is all, 
ma mm y , of course I did get up and dance What was I to 
do ’ take It quietly and make her words seem true and let her 
be queen ^ 

ilc'hfr You are too touchy, my lass , you should have taken 
ro notice But go on 

Pi Yell, the others applauded, but Diphilns lay on his 
back and looted up at the ceding, till I was tired and gave up 
'ilclifr But what about ti"ing Lampnas ’ is that true ? 
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and going across and embracing him ? Well, why don’t you 
speak ? Those arc things I cannot forgive 
Phi I wanted to pay him out 

Mother And then not sitting near him ' singing W'hilc 
he was m tears ' Think how poor w'c are, girl , you forget 
how much we hate had from him, and what last winter would 
have been if Aphrodite had not sent him to us 
Pht I dare say ' and I am to let him outrage my feelings just 
for that ? 

Mother Oh, be as angry as you like, but no tit for tat You 
ought to know' that if a loacr’s feelings are outraged his lo\c 
ends, and he finds out his folly You have always been too 
hard on the lad , pull too tight, and the rope breaks, you 
know' H 


IV 

McltUa Bacchts 

Me Bacchis, don’t you know any of those old women — there 
are any number of them about, ‘ Thessahans,’ they call them — 
they have incantations, you know, and they can make a man m 
love with you, no matter how much he hated you before ? Do 
go and bring me one, there’s a dear ' I’d give the clothes off 
my back, jewellery and all, to see Charinus here again, and to have 
him hate Simiche as he hates me at this moment 
Ba Melitta ' You mean to tell me that Charinus has gone 
off after Simiche, and that after making his people so angry 
because he wouldn’t marry the heiress, all for your sake ? She 
was to have brought him five talents, so they said I have not 
forgotten what you told me about that 
Me Oh, that is all over now , I have not had a ghmpse of 
him for the last five days No , he and Simiche are wth his 
friend Pammenes enjoying themselves 
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Ba Poor darling ' Bnt it can’t hare been a tnSe tbat drove 
him ar-ay what was it all about ? 

3fir I don’t know exactly All I can say is, that he came 
back the other day from Piraens (his father had sent hm there 
to collect some money), and wouldn’t even look at me ’ I ran 
to meet him, eipectmg him to take me m his arms, instead of 
which he pushed me away ' ‘ Go to Hermotimiis the ship- 
owner,’ he said , ‘ go and read what is written on the column 
in the Ceramicus, you wdl find your name there, and his’’ 
‘ Hermotrmns ' column ^ what do you mean r ’ said I But 
he would tell me nothing more , he went to bed without any 
dmner, and never gave me so much as a look I tned every- 
thing I lavished all my endearments on him, and did all 
I could to make hun look at me. Isothing would soften him 
all he said was, ‘ If you keep on bothering, I shall go away this 
mmute, I don’t care what time it is ’ 

Ba But you did know Hermonmus, I suppose ^ 

3/a jNIy dear, if I ever so much as heard of a Hermotimus 
who was a ship-owner, may I be more wretched than I am now ’ 
— ^Next mommg, at cock-crow, Chaiinus got up, and went ofi 
I remembered his saying something about my name being 
written up m the Ceramicus, so I sent Aos to have a look, 
and all she found was just this, chalked up dme by the Dipylus, 
on the right as yon come in 3/ehtta leases HerTrolivus , and 
aga.a a little lower down Herr-oliTrus the sbip-evarer loves 
31ehtta 

Ba Ah, mischievous boys ' I see what it is ' Some one 
must have written it up to tease Channns, knowing how jealous 
he is And he took it all in at once * I must speak to him if 
I ‘cc him anyv here He is a mere child, quite nnsophi'ti- 
cated 

x'/c If voj 'cc him, yes bnt you arc not likely to He has 
slut him' elf up vrth Simiche , his people have been a'king for 
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him, they think he is here still No, Bacchis, I want one of 
those old women , she would put all to rights 

Well, love, I know a capital witch , she comes from 
Syria, such a brisk, vigorous old thing ' Once when Phamas 
had quarrelled with me in the same way, all about nothing, she 
brought us together again, after four whole months , I had 
quite given him up, but her spells drew him back 
Mif What was her fee ? do you remember ? 

Ba Oh, she was most reasonable one drachma, and a loaf 
of bread Then you have to provide salt, of course, and sul- 
phur, and a torch, and seven pennies And besides this, you 
must mix her a bowl of wine, which she has to drink all by her- 
self , and then there must be something belonging to the man, 
his coat, or his shoes, or a lock of hair, or something 
Me I have got his shoes 

Ba She hangs them up on a peg, and fumigates them with 
the sulphur, throwing a httle salt into the fire, and muttering 
both your names Then she brings out her magic wheel, and 
spins It, and rattles off an incantation, — such horrid, outlandish 
words ' Well, she had scarcely fimshed, when, sure enough, in 
came Phamas , Phoebis (that was the girl he was with) had 
begged and implored him not to go, and his friends declared it 
was a shame , but the spell was too strong for them Oh yes, 
and she taught me a splendid charm against Phoebis I was to 
mark her footsteps, and mb out the last of them, putting my 
right foot into her left footprint, and my left into her nght , 
and then I was to say My foot on thy foot , I trample thee down ' 
I did It exactly as she told me 

Me Oh, Bacchis, dear, do be quick and fetch the witch 
Acis, you see to the bread and sulphur and things F 
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VII 

Musanum Her Mother 

Mother Well, cluld, if we get another gallant like Chaereas, 
we must make some offerings , the earthly Aphrodite shall have 
a white kid, the heavenly one in the Gardens a heifer, and our 
lady of windfalls a garland How well off we shall be, positively 
rolling in wealth ' You see how much this boy brings in , 
not an obol, not a dress, not a pair of shoes, not a box of omt- 
ment, has he ever given you , it is all professions and promises 

and distant prospects , always, tf my father should , and I 

should inherit, everything would be yours And according to 
you, he swears you shall be his wife 

Mu Oh yes, mother, he swore it, by the two Goddesses ' 
and Pohas 

Mother And you beheve it, no doubt So much so that the 
other day, when he had a subscnpnon to pay and nothing to 
pay with, you gave him your ring without askmg me, and the 
price of it went in drink Another time it was the pair of 
Ionian necklaces that Praxias the Chian captain got made in 
Ephesus and brought you , two dancs apiece they weighed , 
a club-dinner wth the men of his year it was that time As 
for shirts and linen, those are tnfles not worth mention A 
mighty catch he has been, to be sure ' 

Mu He IS so handsome with his smooth chin , and he lores 
me, and cnes as he tells me so , and he is the son of Laches the 
Areopagite and Dinomachc , and we shall be his real wife and 
mothcr-in-law, )ou know, rrc have great expectations, if only 
the old man rvould go to bye-bye 
Mother So r\hcn r\c want shoes, and the shoemaker expects 
to be paid, we are to tell him rvc have no money, ‘ but take a 

' Dcmclcr and Pcrjcphooe 
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few expectations ’ And the baker the sime And on rent-day 
we shall ask the man to wait till Laches of Collytus is dead , 
he shall have it after the wedding Well, I should be ashamed 
to be the only pretty girl that could not show an earnng 
or 3 chain or a bit of lace 

Mu Oh well, mother, are the rest of them happier or better- 
loobng than I am f 

Mother No , but they have more sense , they know their 
busmess better than to pin their faith to the idle words of 
a boy with a mouthful of lover’s oaths But you go in for con- 
stancy and true love, and tviU have nothing to say to anybody 
but your Chaereas There was that farmer from Achamae the 
other day , his chin was smooth too , and he brought the two 
minae he had just got for his father’s wine , but oh dear me 
no ! you send him away with a sneer , none but your Adorns 
for you 

Mu Mother, you could not expect me to desert Chaereas 
and let that nasty working-man (faugh ') come near me Poor 
Chaereas ' he is a pet and a duck 

Mother Well, the Achamian did smell rather of the farm 
But there was Antiphon — son to Menecrates — and a whole 
mma , why not him ? he is handsome, and a gentleman, and 
no older than Chaereas 

Mu Ah, but Chaereas vowed he would cut both our throats 
if he caught me with him 

Mother The first time such a thing was ever threatened, 
I suppose So you will go ivithout your lovers for this, and be 
as good a girl as if you were a pnestess of Demeter instead 
of what you are And if that were all ' — but to-day is harvest 
festival , and where is his present ? 

Mu Mammy dear, he has none to give 

Mother They don’t all find it so hard to get round their 
fathers , why can’t he get a slave to wheedle him f why not 
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tell his mother he -will go ofi for a soldier if she doesn’t let him 
have some money ? instead of which he hannts and tyrannizes 
over us, neither giving himself nor letting us take from those 
who would Do you expect to be eighteen all your hfe, Mu- 
sanum ? or that Chaereas will be of the same mind when he 
has his fortune, and his mother finds a marriage that will bnng 
him another ? You don’t suppose he will remember tears and 
kisses and vows, with five talents of dowry to distract him ? 

Mu Oh yes, he wiU They have done everything to make 
him marry now , and he wouldn’t ' that shows 

Mother I only hope it shows true I shall remind you of all 
this when the time comes H 


VIII 

Am-pelu Chrysts 

Am Well, but, Chiysis, I don’t call a man in love at all, if 
he doesn’t get jealous, and storm, and slap one, and chp one’s 
hair, and tear one’s clothes to pieces 

Ch Is that the only way to tell f 

Am To tell a serious passion, yes The kisses and tears and 
tows, the constant attendance, — all that only shows that he’s 
beginning to be m love , it’s still coming on But the real 
flame is jealousy, pure and simple So if Gorgias is jealous, 
and slaps you, as you say, you may hope for the best , pray that 
he may always 'go on as he has begun ' 

Ch Go on slapping me ? 

Am No, no , but getting angry if you ever look at any one 
else If he were not in lore with you, why should he mind 
jour hanng another loier ? 

Cb Oh, but I hai^en't ' It’s all a mistake 1 He took it 
into lus head that old hlonejbags had been paying me 
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attentions, because I just happened to mention his name 
once 

An Well, that’s very mce, too You want him to thin! that 
there are nch men after you It ivill male him all the more 
angry, and all the more hberal , he’ll be afraid of being cut out 
by his rivals 

Ch But Gorgias never gives me anything He only storms 
and slaps 

Am Oh, you wait Nothing tames them hie jealousy 

Cb Ampehs, I beheve you want me to be slapped ' 

Am Nonsense ' All I mean is this if you want to male 
a man wildly in love with you, let him see that you can do 
without him WTien he thinls that he has you all to himself, 
he IS apt to cool down You see I’ve had twenty years’ ei- 
penence whereas you, I suppose, are about eighteen, perhaps 
not that Come now , I’ll tell you what happened to me, not 
so many years ago Demophantus was my admirer in those 
days , the usurer, you know, at the bacl of the Poecile He 
had never given me more than five drachmae at a time, and he 
wanted to have everything his own way The fact was, my 
dear, his love was only skin-deep There were no sighs or tears 
with him , no knockmg me up at unearthly hours , he would 
spend an evening ivith me now and then — very occasionally — 
and that was all But one day when he called, I was ‘ not at 
home ’ , I had Calhdes the pamter with me (he had given me 
ten drachmae) Well, at the time Demophantus said some 
very rude things, and walked off However, the days went by, 
and I never sent to him , and at last (finding that Calhdes had 
been with me again) even Demophantus began to catch fire, 
and to get mto a passion about it , so one day he stood outside, 
and waited till he found the door open my dear, I don’t know 
what he didn’t do ' cried, beat me, vowed he would murder 
me, tore my clothes dreadfully ’ And it all ended with his 
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giving me a talent , after which I saw no one else for eight 
months on end His wife told everybody that I had bewitched 
him with some drug ’Twas easy to see what the drug had 
been jealousy Now you should try the same drug upon 
Gorgias The boy will have money, if anything happens to 
his father F 


IX 


Dorcas Pannycbts Pbilosiraius Polcmon 

Dor Oh, miss, we are lost, lost ' Here is Polemon back 
from the wars a nch man, they say I saw him myself in a 
mantle with a purple border and a clasp, and a whole tram of 
men at his back His fnends when they caught sight of him 
crowded round to get their greetings in I made out in the tram 
his man who went abroad with him So I said How d’ye do, 
and then asked, ' Do tell me, Parmenon, how you got on , 
have you made anything to repay you for all your fighting f * 

Pa Ah, you should not have begun with that Thanks to 
all the Gods you were not killed (you ought to hav c said), and 
most of all to Zeus who guards the stranger and Athene who 
rules the battle ' My mistress was always trying to find out 
how you were doing and where you were And if jou had 
added that she was always weeping and talking of Polemon, that 
would hate been stiU better 

Dor Oh, I said all that right at the beginmng , but I net er 
thought of telhng you that , I wanted to get on to the news 
This was how I began to Parmenon ‘ Did you and your 
master’s ears burn, Parmenon f ’ I said , ' mistress was ilwaj'S 
talLng of him and crying , and when any one came back from 
the last battle and reported that manj had been bUed, she 
would tear her hair and beat her breast, and grieve so every 
time ' ’ 
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Pc Ah, that was nght, Dorcas 

Dor And then after a httle while I went on to the other 
questions And he said, ‘ Oh, yes, we hat e come back great 
men.’ 

Pa 'WTiat, straight off like that ? never a word of how 
Polemon had talked or thought of me, or prayed he might find 
me ah\ e f 

Dor Yes, he said a good deal of that But his real neivs was 
enormous nches — gold, raiment, slates, ivoiy As for the 
money, they didn’t count it, but measured it by the. bushel, 
and It took some time that way On Parmenon’s otvn finger 
was a huge queer-shaped ring with one of those three-coloured 
stones, the outer part red I left him when he ivanted to give 
me the history of how they crossed the Halys and killed some- 
body called Tindates, and how Polemon distingmshed himself 
in the battle with the Pisidians I ran off to tell you, and give 
you time to think Suppose Polemon were to come — and you 
may be sure he wiH, as soon as he has got nd of his company — 
and find when he asked after you that Philostratus was here , 
what wouM he do ? 

Pa Oh, Dorcas, we must find some way out of it It would 
be shabby to send Philostratus about his business so soon after 
having that talent from him , and he is a merchant, and if he 

keeps all his promises And on the other hand, it is a pitv 

not to be at home to Polemon now he is come back such a great 
man , besides, he is so jealous , when he was poor, there was 
no gettmg on with him for it , and what sotll he be like noiv ? 

Dor Here he comes 

Pa Oh, Dorcas, what am I to do ? I shall famt , how I 
tremble ' 

Dor YTiy, here is Philostratus too 

Pa Oh, what will become of me ^ oh that the earth would 
sw^ow me up ' 

Ll-CLVN I\ _ F 
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Phi Well, mj dear, where is that vnne ’ 

Pa (Now he has gone and done it 0 Ah, Polemon, so yon 
are back at last , are you well ' 

Po Who IS rbrs person coming to you ' What, no answer ? 
Oh, mighty fine, Pannychis ' Here hare I come on the wings 
of love — the whole way from Thermopylae in five days , and all 
for a woman hie this ' But I deserve it , I ought to be grate- 
ful , I shall not be plundered any more, that is somethmg 
Pbi And who may you be, good sir ? 

Po Polemon, dcme Sana, tribe Pandioms , will that do for 
you ’ late colonel, now general of divinon, and Pannychis’s 
lover, so long as he supposed a mere man was good enough for 
her 

Phi At present, however, sir free-lance, Pannychis is mme. 
She has had one talent, and will have another as soon as my 
cargoes are di'po ed of Come along, Pannychis , the colonel 
can keep his colonellmg for the Odrynans 
Dor She is a free woman , it is for her to say whether she 
wdl come along or not 

Pa 'VS'hat shall I do, Dorcas ? 

Dot Better go in , Polemon is too angry to talk to now, and 
a little jealousy iviU only whet his appetite 
Pa ell, if you think so, let us go in 

Po 1 gi\e jou both fair warning that you dnnk your last 
drink to-daj , 1 ought to kno v bv this time how to part soul 
from bods Pannenon, the Thraaans Full armour, battle 
arras, this allcv blocked PActnen in the centre, 'hngers and 
archers on the flauL, and the remainder in the rear 

Pki koutakc us for babies, Mr Mercenarv, to judge from 
sour appeal to our imaginations Now I wonder whether you 
ever ‘hed as much blood as runs in a cock s veins, or ever looked 
on war , to sfetch a point in jour favour, I dare 'aj you may 
1 a c been co"poral in charge of a bit of wall 'omcwhcrc 
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Po You will know ere long, %vlicn you look upon our serried 
ranks of glittering steel 

Ph Oh, pack up your traps and come, by all means I and 
my Tibius — I have only one man, you see — will scatter you so 
wide ivith a few stones and bricks that you shall never find one 
another again H 


XI 


Pryphaetta. Cbamitdes 


Pry Well, to be sure 1 Get a girl to keep- company with 
you, and then turn your back on her ! Nothing but tears 
and groans 1 The tvine was not good enough, I suppose, and 
you didn’t want a tcte~h-tHe dinner Oh yes, I saw you were 
crying at dinner too And now it is one continued wail hke 
a baby’s What u it all about, Charmides i do tell me , let me 
get that much out of my evening with you 

Ch Love is bUing me, Tiyphaena , I can stand it no longer 
Pry It is not love for me, that is clear You would not 
be so cold to me, and push me away when I want to put my 
arms round you It really is not fair to keep me off like this ' 
Never mind, tell me who it is , perhaps I may help you to 
her , I know one ought to make oneself useful 

Ch Oh, you ttvo know each other quite well , she is quite 
a celebrity 

Pry Name, name, Charmides ! r ^ 

Ch Well then — ^Philemanum 

Pry Which f there are two of them , one in Piraeus, who 
has only just come there , Damyllus the governor’s son is in 
love with her , ts it tliat one f or the other, the one they call 
The Trap ? 


F 2 
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Cb Yes, that is she , she has caught me and got me tight, 
poor mouse 

Try And the tears were all for her ? 

Cb Even so 

Try Is this recent f or how long has it been going on f 
Cb Oh, It IS nothing netv I saw her first at the Dion76ia , 
that makes seven months 

Try Had you a full view of her, or did you just see her face 
and as much as a woman of forty-five likes to show f 

Cb Oh, come ' I have her word for it she will be tivo-and- 
twenty next birthday 

Try Well, which arc you going to trust — ^her word, or your 
ovm eyes f Jufft take a careful look at her temples some day , 
that IS the only place where her own hair shows , all the rest is 
a thick wig, but at the temples, when the dye fades a httle, 
you can easily detect the grey But that is nothing , insist on 
seeing more than her face 

Cb Oh, but I am not favoured so far as that 
Try No, I should think not She knows what the effect 
would be , why, she is all over — oh, talk of leopard-skins ' And 
It was she made j ou ciy hke that, was it ? I dare say, now, she 
was verj cruel and scornful ? 

Cb Yes, she was, dear , and such a lot of money as she has 
from me ’ Just now she wants a thousand drachmas , well, 
I am dependent on my father, and he is very close, and I could 
not very well get it , so she is at home to hloschion, and will 
not see me That is tvhj jou are here, I thought it might 
\ex her 

Try Well, I’m sure I ne\cr never would have come if I had 
been told what it was for — just to vex somebody else, and that 
somebody old coffin-ripe Plulematium ' I shall go away , for 
that matter the third cock-crow is past 

Ch No, no, not so fast, Tryphacna If it is all true — the 
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'mg, the dye, and the leopard-sLin — 1 shall hate the sight 
of her 

Try If your mother has ever seen her at the bath, ask her 
As to the age, you had better ask your grandfather about that, 
if he IS ahve 

Ch Well, as that is what she is like, come up close to me 
Give me your arms — and your bps — and let us be friends 
Philematium be hanged ' H 


XII 


Joessa Pythias Lysias * 

yo Cross boy ! But I deserve it all ! I ought to have 
treated you as any other girl would do, — bothered you for 
money, and been engaged when you called, and made you cheat 
your father or rob your mother to get presents for me , instead 
of which, I have always let you m from the very first time, and 
It has never cost you a penny, Lysias Think of all the lovers 
I have sent away Ethocles, now a Chairman of Committees, 
and Pasion the shipowner, and young Mehssus, who had just 
come into all his father’s money I would not have a word to say 
to one of them , I kept myself for you, hard-hearted Phaon that 
you are ' I was fool enough to beheve all your vows, and have 
been hving like a Penelope for your sake , mother is funous 
about It, and is always talking at me to her friends And now 
that you feel sure of me, and know how I dote on you, what is 
the consequence f You flirt with Lycaena under my very 
eyes, just to vex me, you sit next to me at dinner, and pay 
comphments to Magidium, a mere music-girl, and hurt my 
feehngs, and make me cry And that wme-party the other 
day, with Thraso and Diphilus, when Cymbahum the flute- 
girl was there, and Pyralhs you know how I hate that girl 
as for Cymbalinm, whom you kissed no less than five times. 



70 


Dialogues of the Hetaerae, xij 

I d'dn’t nmd so mncli about tbat, — must have been snffiaent 
pnnisbmtnt m itrtlf — bnt the vrsj m vrhjcb you trere alvrap 
mabmg signs to Pjrallis to notice jaux cup, and vrbispenng to 
the boy, tvben you gave it back to inn, that he vnts not to fill 
It for any one but PyraHu ' and that pece of apple that you bit 
o5 and shot across tight into her lap, vrhen you sav- that DiphStn 
V 2 Z orcnpied vdth Thraso, — you ne^et erren tried to conceal it 
from me ' and she iis''ed it, and hid it array beneath her girdle. 
\d"hat IS the meaning of it all - "What hare I ever done to you ? 
Did I erer di-please yon * er-er looh at other man * Do 
I not Imc fo^ you alone ? A brave thing, u it not, Lynas, to 
vex a poor v-eai rvoman who lores you to distraction ’ There 
is a Nemeos who watches such deeds You wiH be sorry some 
day, perhap-, when you hear of my hanging mpelf, or Jumping 
head £*st into a well , for die I will, one way or another, rathe" 
than live to be an eyesore to you There will be an achieve- 
ment fo' you to boast of ' You need not looh at me lie that, 
nor gnxjh jctit teeth . if you have anythmg to say agaimt me, 
here is Pythia, , let her judge between us Oh, you are going 
away without a word — You see what I have to put up with, 
Pythias ’ 
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I ^^Ill nc^c^ look it her again, after t\hit she has done but 
I don’t iMnt 3«/ to think badly of me , it shall not be said that 
Lpias was hard-hearted 
Py Exactly what I teas siying 

Ly But what would you hi\c me do ? This girl, who is so 
tearful now', his been dislojal to me, and rcceiied another 
lot er , I actually found them together ' 

Py Well, after all But when did jou make this dis- 

covery ? 

Ly It must ha\ c been something hke e daj s ago , yes, it 
was, because it was on the second, and to-day is the seventh 
My father had found out about this precious Jocssa, and how 
long It had been going on, and he locked me in, and gave the 
porter orders not to open to me Well, I w'asn’t going to be 
kept away from her, so I told Dromo to slip along tlic courtj’ard 
to the lowest part of the wall, and then let me mount on his 
back , I knew I could easily get over that way To make a long 
story short, I got out, and came here It was midnight, and 
I found the door carefully barred Instead of knocking, I 
quietly hfted the door off its hinges (it was not the first time 
I had done so) and passed noiselessly in Every one was asleep 
I groped my way along the ivall, and stopped at the bedside 
yo Good Heavens ' \\Tiat is coming ? I am in torment ' 
Ly I perceived from the breathing that there w'as more than 
one person there, and thought at first that Lyde must be sleep- 
ing with her Pythias, I was mistaken ' My hands passed over 
a smooth, beardless man's face , the fellow was close-cropped, 
and reeked of scent hke any woman I had not brought my 
sword with me, or you may be sure I should have known what 
to do with It — ^WTiat are you both laughing at f Is it so 
amusing, Pythias ? 

Jo Oh, Lysias ' is that all ? Why, it was Pythias who was 
sleeping ivith me ' 
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Py Joessa, don’t tell lum • 

Jo Why not f Lysias, dear, it u/as Pythias , I had ashed 
her to come and sleep with me , I was so lonely without you 

Ly Pythias ? Then her hair has grown pretty fast in five 
days 

Jo She has been lU, and her hair was falling off, and she had 
to have it cropped And now she has got false hair Pythias, 
show him that it is so Behold your rival, Lysias * this is the 
young gentleman of whom you were jealous 

Ly And what lover would not have been jealous ? I had 
the evidence of my hands, remember 

Jo Well, yon know better now Suppose I were to return 
you evil for evil f What should you say to that ? It is my 
turn to be angry with you now. 

Ly No, you mustn’t be angry We will base some wine, 
and Pythias must join us , the truce cannot be ratified without 
her 

Jo Of course not, A pretty scrape you have led me into, 
Pythias, you mce young man ' 

Py The mce young man has led you out of it again too, so 
you must forgive him I say, Lysias, yon need not teU any one 
— about my hair, you know P, 


XIII 

Lconticbus Cbenxdas Rymnit 

Lc And then that battle with the Galatians , tell her about 
Chenidas— how I rode out in front on the grey, and the 
Galatians (brave fellov-s, those Galatians, too)— but they ran 
an ay directly they saw me , not a man stood his ground That 
time, you know, I used my lance for a javclm, and sent it through 
their captain and his horse as well , and then, as some of them 
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were left — the phalinx was broLen up, you sec, but a certain 
number had ralhed— well, I pulled out my trusty blade, rode 
at them as hard as I could go, knocled over half a dozen of the 
front rani, with the mere rush of my horse, brought down my 
sivord on one of the officers, and clove his head in two halves, 
helmet and all The rest of you came up shortly, you remember, 
when they were already running 

Che Oh, but that duel of yours with the satrap in Paphla- 
goma ' that was a fine display, too 

Le Well remembered , yes, that was not so bad, cither 
A great big fellow that satrap was, supposed to be a champion 
fighter too — thought nothing of Greek science. Out he came, 
and challenged all comers to single combat There was con- 
sternation among our officers, from the lowest to the general 
himself — though he was a pretty good man Anstaechraus the 
Aetohan he was — ^very strong on the javehn , I was only a 
colonel then However, I was not afraid I shook off the 
fnends who dung to me — ^they were anxious about me when 
they saw the barbanan resplendent in his gilded armour, tower- 
ing high with his terrible plume and brandishing his lance — 

Che Yes, J was afraid that time , you remember how I dung 
to you and besought you not to sacrifice yourself , hfe would 
not have been worth hving, if you had fallen 
ie I ventured it, though Out I went, as well armed as 
the Paphlagoman, all gold like him What a shout there was 
on both sides ’ the barbarians recogmzed me too , they knew 
my buckler and medals and plume 'V^Tio was it they all com- 
pared me to, Chenidas ? 

Che Why, who should it be f Achilles, of course , the son 
of Peleus and Thetis, of course Your helmet was so magmfi- 
cent, your purple so nch, your buckler so dazzling. 

' Le We met The barbanan drew first blood — just a scratch 
with his lance a little above the knee , but my great spear drove 
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through his shield and right into the breast-bone Then I ran 
up, just shced his head off with my sword, and came bad. carry- 
ing his arms, the head spiked on my spear dripping gore upon 
me 

Hym How hornd, Leontichus ! what disgusting frightful 
tales you tell about yourself ' What girl would look at a man 
who hkes such nastiness — ^let alone drink or sleep with him ? 
I am going away 

Le Pooh ! I double your pay 

Hym No, nothing shall induce mfe to sleep with a murderer 

Le Don’t be afraid, my dear All that was in Paphlagonia 
I am a man of peace now 

Hym No, you are unclean , the blood of the barbanan’s 
head on the spear has dripped over you ’ I embrace and hss 
a man like that ? the Graces forbid > he is no better than the 
executioner 

Le I am certain you would be in love ivith me if you had seen 
me in my armour 

Hym I tell you it makes me sid and fnghtened even to hear 
of such things , I see the shades and ghosts of the slain , that 
poor officer ivith his head cloven ' what would it be if I saw the 
thing done, and the blood, and tlie bodies lying there ? I am 
sure I should die , I nei cr saw a chicken killed, c\ cn 

Le Such a couard, girl ? so poor of heart f I thought you 
Mould like to hear it 

Hym Well, try the Lemnian women, or the daughters of 
Danaus, if you want to please wath that sort of tale I shall 
run home to my mother, while there is some daj light left 
Come along, Gramrms Good-bye, mightiest of colonels, and 
murderer of however manj it is ! 

Le Stav, girl, staj — \^Tiy, she is gone ! 

Cf’e W’cll, Leontichus, you frightened the simple little thing 
with jour nodding plumes and j^ur incredible exploits I saw 
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her getting pale as far back as the ofiiccr stor)-^ , lier face was all 
puckered up and quiacnng when jou split Ins head 
Lf I thought It would male me more attractnc Well, 
but It avas jour fault too , j'ou started the duel 

Che Well, I had to chime in avhen I saw avhat you were 
bragging for But jou laid it on so tliick Pass the cutting 
off the avTCtclied PapIJagonian’s head, avhat did j^ou want to 
spile It on a spear for, and let the blood run down on j^ou f 
Le That aaas a bit too strong, I admit , the rest avas rather 
aaell put together Well, go and persuade her to come back 
Che Shall I tell her you lied to make her tliink you a fine 
fcUoav ? 

Le Oh, plague upon it ’ 

Che It ’s the only avay Choose — a mighty champion, and 
loathed, or a confessed bar, and — Hymms ? 

Le Bad is the best, but I say Hymms Go to her, then, 
Chemdas, and say I lied — ^in parts H 

XIV 

Dorton Myrtale 

Do So, Myrtale ' You rum me first, and then close your 
doors on me ’ It was another tale when I brought you all 
those presents I was your love, then , your lord, your hfe 
But you have squeezed me dry now, and have got hold of that 
Bithynian merchant , so I am left to whimper on the wrong 
side of the door, while he, the favoured lover, enjoys your 
embraces, and is to become a father soon, so you tell him 
Myr Come, Donon, that is too much ' Ruined you, indeed ' 
A lot you ever gave me ! Let us go through the hst of your 
presents, from the veiy beginmng 

Do Very well , let us First, a pair of shoes from Sicyon, 
two drachmae Remember two drachmae 
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stood over thninpmg him. Oh, Cochhs, I doubt vrhether he 
ttII hre , there was a great rush of blood from his nKtrils, and 
his face is all swollen and lind. 

Co Is the man mad ’ or was it jvst a dninlren freak t 

Par AH jealonsj", mj dear — lore nm wild. Crocale had 
X7;o talents, I believe, if Dmomachns wanted her all to 
biTTitrlf. He refused , so she shut the door in his face, I was 
told, and would not let him m at alL Instead of him she tool 
Gorgns of Oenoe, a well-to-do fanner and a nice man ; they 
were drinking together, and she had got me in to plaj the pipes 
Well, the wine was going, I was striking up one of tho'c Lpdian 
tunes, the farmer standing up to dance, Crocale clapping, and 
all as merrp as could be Suddenlp there was a noise and a 
shout, crash went the front door, and a moment after in burst 
dght great strong men, that brute among them EveiTthing 
was upnde derm directlp, Gorgns on the ground, as I told jon, 
bemg thumped and heiei Crocale got awaj somehow and 
took refuge with 'Thespias next door Dmomachns boxed my 
ears, and ‘ Go to blazes ’ ’ be said, throwing me the broken 
pipes I am runmng to tell marter about it now And the 
farmer is going to find some of his fneniL in to-m and get the 
brute sumtdonsed m the poLce-court. 

Co Yes, bmi'cs and the courts — mat is all we get oct of the 
mihtarj They teh jou th^ are generals and co^onelr, and 
then when it comes to paving, ‘ Oh, wait for settling da%’ they 
S2“ ‘ then I shall get my pa-, and put c-erjthing nghn’ 

I wish thep were all dead, thep and their b'aggmg But I 
ECTc- ha-e an-thing to do with them , it is the best wap 
Gi-e me a Sshe-mm O" a sailor o- farmer no bettc" than mrself, 
with fe-^ compliments and plentv of monep Thete plame- 
to mg "o-d- '•amor' ' the- are nothing bet no e, Pawhenis 

H 
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THE DEATH OF PEREGRINE 

Lucian to Cronius Greeting 
Poor dear Peregrine — or Proteus, as lie loved to call iimself, 
— ^has quite come up to his namesake in Homer We have seen 
him under many shapes countless have been his transforma- 
tions for glory’s sake , and now — ^’tis his last appearance — ^we 
see him in the shape of fire So vast was his ambition Yes, 
Cromus , all that is left of the best of men is a handful of ashes 
It’s just like Empedocles , only mth a difference That philo- 
sopher would fain have sneaked into his crater unobserved 
not so our high-souled friend He bides his time till all Greece 
is mustered in full force — constructs a pyre of the largest 
dimensions — and jumps on top in the eyes of all the world, 
having bnefly addressed the nation a few days before on the 

2 subject of his darmg enterprise ' I fancy I see you chudding 
away at the old dotard , or rather I hear you blurtmg out the 
inevitable comments — ‘ Mere imbecihty ’ — ' Mere clap-trap ’ — 
‘ Mere ’ everythmg else that we are accustomed to attri- 
bute to these gentry But then you are far enough off to be 
comparatively safe now 1 made my remarks before a vast 
audience, m the very moment of cremation (and before it 
for that matter), exatmg thereby the indignation of all the old 
fool’s admirers, though there were a few who joined m the 
laugh against him I can tell you, I was within an ace of 
being tom hmb from limb by the Cymes, like Actaeon among 

3 the dogs, or his cousm Pentheus among the Maenads — ^But 
I must sketch you the whole drama in detail As to our author, 
I say nothing you know the man, you know the subhme utter- 
ances that marked his earthly course, outvoicmg Sophocles and 
Aeschylus 

Well, the first thing I did when I got to Ehs was to take 
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creative genius of Phidias , the other is Nature’s handiwork 
And non, this godlike statue departs from among mankind, 
borne upon wings of fire, he seeks the heavens, and leaves us 
desolate ’ He had worked himself up into a state of perspira- 
tion over all this , and when it was over he was very absurd, and 
cned, and tore his hair, — taking care not to pull too hard , and 
was finally taken away by some compassionate Cymes, sobbing 
nolently all the time 

7 Well, after him, up jumped somebody else, before the crowd 
had time to disperse , pounng his libation upon the glow- 
ing embers of the previous sacrifice He commenced operations 
with a loud guffaw — there w'as no doubting its sincerity — after 
which he addressed us ns follows ‘ Thcagenes (Heaven for- 
give him >) concluded his \ile rant with the tears of Herachtus 
I, on the other hand, propose to begin ivith the laughs of 
Demoentus ’ Another hearty guffaw, in which most of us 

8 were fain to join ' One simply can’t help it,’ he remarked, 
pulhng himself together, ‘ when one hears such sad stuff talked, 
and sees old men practically standing on their heads for the 
pubhc amusement, — and all to keep their grubby httle reputa- 
tions ahve ' Now, if you want to know all about this “ statue ” 
which proposes to cremate itself, I’m your man I have marked 
his career from the first, and followed his intellectual develop- 
ment , and I learnt a good deal from his fellow citizens, and 
others whose authonty was unquestionable 

9 ‘ To begin then, this piece of perfect workmanship, straight 
from Nature’s mould, this type of true proportion, had barely 
come of age, when he was caught in adultery , in Annema this 
was , he received a brisk drubbing for his pains, and finally made 
a jump of It from the roof, and so got off His next exploit 
was the corruption of a handsome boy This would have 
brought him before the Governor, by nghts , but the parents 
were poor, and he bought them off to the tune of a hundred 

LUCIAN rv G 
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and twenty pounds But perhaps it is hardly "worth while 
mentioning trifles of this kind Our clay, you see, is yet un- lo 
"wrought the “ perfect workmanship ” is stdl to come. That 
business about his father makes rather good hearing only you 
know all about that , — how the old fellow would hang on, 
though he was past sixty already, till Proteus could stand it 
no longer, and put a noose about his neck Well, this began to 
be talked about , so he passed sentence of bamshment on him- 
self, and wandered about from place to place 

‘ It "was now that he came across "the pnests and senbes of the II 
Chnstians, in Palestine, and picked up their queer creed I 
can tell you, he pretty soon convinced them of his snpenonty , 
prophet, elder, ruler of the Synagogue — ^he was everything at 
once , expounded their books, commented on them, "wrote books 
himself They took him for a God, accepted his la'ws, and 
declared him their president The Christians, you know, wor- 
ship a man to this day, — the distinguished personage who in- 
troduced their novel ntes, and "was cmafied on that account. 
Well, the end of it was that Proteus was arrested and thrown 12 
into pnson This was the very thing to lend an air to his 
favourite arts of clap-trap and wonder-working , he was now 
a made man. The Christians took it all very senonsly he tv as 
no sooner in prison, than they began trying every means to get 
him out again, — but without success Everythmg else that 
could be done for him they most devoutly did They thought 
of nothing else Orphans and annent widows might be seen 
hanging about the pnson from break of day Their officials 
bnbed the gaolers to let them sleep inside vith him Elegant 
dinners were conveyed m , their sacred writings were read , and 
our old fnend Peregnne (as he was still called in those dap) 
became for them “ the modem Socrates ” In some of the Asiatic 1 3 
cities, too, the Chnstian communines put themselves to the 
cvpen,c of 'ending deputations, with offen of sympathv', as'ist- 
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ance, and legal advice The activity of these people, m deahng 
with any matter that affects their commumty, 13 something 
extraordinary , they spare no trouble, no expense Peregrine, 
all this time, was making quite an income on the strength of 
his bondage , money came pouring in You see, these mis- 
gmdcd creatures start with the general conviction that they are 
immortal for all time, which explains the contempt of death 
and voluntary self-devotion which are so common among them , 
and then it was impressed on them by their original lawgiver 
that they are all brothers, from the moment that they are 
converted, and deny the gods of Greece, and worship the cruci- 
fied sage, and hve after his laves All this they take quite on 
trust, With the result that they despise all worldly goods alike, 
regarding them merely as common property Now an adroit, 
unscrupulous fellow, who has seen the world, has only to get 
among these simple souls, and his fortune is pretty soon made , 
he plays with them 

14 ‘ To return, however, to Peregnne The governor of Syria 

percaved his mental warp . “ he must make a name, though 
he die for it ” now philosophy was the governor’s hobby , he 
discharged him — wouldn’t hear of his being pumshed — and 
Peregrme returned to Armema He found it too hot to hold 
him He was threatened from all quarters with prosecutions 
for pamade Then again, the greater part of his property 
had disappeared in his absence nothing was left but the 
land, which might be worth a matter of four thousand pounds 
The whole estate, as the old man left it, would come perhaps 
to eight thousand Theagenes was talking nonsense when he 
said a milhon odd Why, the whole city, with its five nearest 
neighbours throvra m, men, cattle, and goods of every descnp- 

X 5 non, would never fetch that sum — ^Meanwhile, indictments 
and accusations were brewing an attack might be looked 
for at any moment as for the common people, they were m 

c 2 
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a state of fnnous indignation and gnef at tte foul bntcheiy 
of a harmless old man; for so he tvas described In these 
trying carcnmstanceSj observe the ingenmty and resource of 
the sagaaous Proteus He mates his appearance in the assembly- 
his hair (even in these early day«) is long, his doai is shabby , 
at his side is slung the philosophers -wallet, his hand grasps 
.the-phnssopher^-staff^ tmly-a tragic figure, every inch of hi m. 
Thus eqmppcd, he presents himself before the pubhc, with 
the announcement that the property left him by his father 
of bles'ed memory is entirely at their disposal ' Being a needy 
folt, -with a keen eye to chanty, they received the information 
with ready applause “ Here is true philosophy , true patno- 
nsm , the spint of Diogenes and Crates is here ' ” As for his 
enemies, they were dumb , and if anv one did venture an 
allusion to pamade, he was promptly stoned. 

‘ Proteus now set out again on his -wandenngs The Chns- 16 
nans were meat and dnnk to him , under their protection he 
lacked nothing, and this lusunous state of things went on for 
some time. At last he got into trouble even -with them, I 
suppose they caught hun partaking of some of their forbidden 
meats They would have nothing more to do -with him, and 
he thought the beat way out of his difficulties would be, to 
change his mind about that property, and try and get it back 
He accordingly sent in a petition to the emperor, suing for its 
restitution But as the people of Panum sent up a deputation 
to remonstrate, nothing came of it all , he was told that as he 
had been under no compulsion m making his dispositions, he 
must abide by them 

Pilgnmagc number three, to Egypt, to see Agathobulns ij 
Here he went through a most interesting cour e of disaphne 
shaved half his head bare , anomted his face with mud , grossly 
capo ed himself before a large concourse of spectators, as a 
practical illustration of “ Stoic indifference ” , received castiga- 
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1 8 tion with a birdi rod , admimstcred the same , and mystified 
the pubhc with a number of still more extravagant foUies 
Thus prepared, he took ship ta Italy, and was scarcely on dry 
land again when he began abusing everybody, espeaally the 
Emperor, on whose indulgence and good nature he knew that 
he could safely rely The Emperor, as you may suppose, was 
not greatly concerned at his invectives , and it was his theory 
that no one in the garb of philosophy should be called to account 
for his words, least of all a speciahst in scandal Proteus’s 
reputation throve upon neglect The crack-brained philo- 
sopher became the cjmosure of unsophisticated eyes , and he 
grew at last to be so unbearable that the city prefect judiciously 
expelled him “ we do not require philosophers of your school,” 
he explained Even this made for his notonety he was in every 
one’s mouth as the philosopher who was bamshed for being 
too outspoken, and saying what he thought He took rank 
with Musomus, Dion, Epictetus, and qthers who have been in 
the same predicament 

19 ‘ Finally, Proteus amves in Greece , and what does he do 
there f He makes himself offensive in Ehs , he instigates 
Greece to revolt against Rome, he finds a man of enlarged 
views and estabhshed character a pubhc benefactor in general, 
and in particular the onginator of the water-supply to Olympia, 
which saved that great assembly from penshmg of thirst — 
and he has nothing but hard words for him , " Greece is de- 
morahzed,” he cnes , " the spectators of the games should 
have done ivithout water, ay, and died if need be,” — and so 
many of them would have done, from the violence of the epi- 
demics then raging in consequence of the drought And all 
the time Proteus was dnnbng of that very water ' At this 
there was a general rush to stone him, which pretty nearly 
succeeded , it was all our magnammous friend could do, for 

‘ See Hcrodet Athens in Notes 
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the time, being, to find salvation at the altar of Zens He 20 
spent the four following years in composing a speech, which 
he dehvered in pnbhc at the next Olympic games , it consisted 
of encomiums on the donor of the water-supply and explana- 
tions of his flight on the former occasion But by this time 
people had lost all cunosity about him , his prestige was qmte 
gone , everything fell flat, and he could devise no more novel- 
ties for the amazement of chance-comers, nor ehat the admira- 
tion and applause for which he had always so passionately longed. 
Hence this last bold venture of the funeral-pyre So long ago 
as the last Olympic Games he pubhshed his intention of cremat- 
ing himself at the next That is what all this mystification zi 
is about, this digging of pits we hear of, and collecting of fire- 
wood , these glowing accounts of fortitude hereafter to be 
shown. Now, in the first place, it seems to me tliat a man 
has no business to run away from hfe he ought to wait till 
his time comes But if nothing else wdl serve, if posimely he 
must away, — stiU there is no need of pyres and snch-hLc solemn 
paraphemaha there arc plenty of ways of dymg •without -this , 
let him choose one of them, and have done with it Or if 
a fiery end is so attractively Heradean, what was to prevent 
his quietly selecting some well-wooded mountain top, and doing 
his cremation all by himself, with Thcagenes or somebody to 
plaj Philoctctcs to his Hcradcs ? But no , he must roast 
in full concourse, at Olympia, as it might be on a stage , and, 
so help me Heracles, he is not far out, if justice is to be done 
on all pamcidcs and unbelievers Nay, if we look at it that 
V aj, thi 5 IS but dilatory work he might have been packed 
into Phalans’s bull years ago, and he would have had no more 
than his deserts, — a mouthful of flame and sudden death is too 
good for him For by all I can leam burning is the quickest 
of deaths , a man has but to open his mouth, and all is over 
‘ But I suppo c V hat runs in his mind is the imposing spec- 22 
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tacic of a man being burnt alive in the holy place, m which 
ordinary mortahty may not so much as be buncd There was 
another man, once on a time, who wanted to be famous I dare 
say you have heard of him When he found there was no 
other AN ay, he set fire to the temple of Artemis at Ephesus 

23 Proteus’s design reminds me of that The passion for fame 
must wholly possess him, body and soul He says, of course, 
that It IS all for the benefit of the human race, — to teach them 
to scorn death, and to show fortitude in trying circumstances 
Noav I should just like to ask you a question , it is no use asking 
him How Avould you hke it, if the criminal classes were to 
profit by his lesson in fortitude, and learn to scorn death, and 
burning, and so on ? You would not hke it at alL Then 
how IS Proteus going to draw the hue f How is he going to 

24 improve the honest men, without hardemng and encouraging 
the rogues ? Suppose it even to be practicable that none 
should be present at the spectacle but such as will make a good 
use of It Again I ask do you want your sons to conceive 
an ambition of this sort i Of course not However, I need 
not have raised that point not a soul, even among his own 
disaples, will be caught by his enthusiasm That is where 
I think Theagenes is so much to blame in all else he is a 
zealous adherent yet when his master sets out “ to be yuth 
Heracles,” — he stops behind, he won’t go ' though it is but 
a smgle header into the flames, and in a moment endless fehcity 
IS his It IS not zeal, to have the same kind of stick and coat 
and senp as another man , any one can do that , it ,i 3 both 
safe and easy Zeal must appear in the end, in the consum- 
mation let him get together his pyre of fig-tree faggots, as 
green as may be, and gasp out his last amid the smoke ' For 
as to merely being burnt, Heracles and Asclepius have 
no monopoly there temple-robbers and murderers may 
be seen esperienang the same fate in the ordinary course 
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of law Smote is the only death, if you want to have it all to 
yours eltes 

' Besides, if Heracles really ever did anything so stupendous 25 
at all, he was driven to it by firen^ , he was bemg consumed 
ahve by the Centaur’s blood, — so the play tells us But what 
point IS there in Proteus’s throwing himself into the fire f Ah, 
of course he wants to set an example of fortitude, hie the 
Brahmins, to whom Theagenes thought it necessary to com- 
pare him Weh, I suppose there may be fools and empty- 
headed enthusiasts in India as elsewhere ? Anyhow, he might 
stick to his models The Brahmins never jump straight into 
the fire Onesicntus, Alexander’s pdot, saw Calanus bum him- 
self, and according to him, when the pyre has been got ready, 
they stand quietly roasting m front of it, and when they do get 
on top, there they sit, smouldering atvay m a digmfied manner, 
never budging an inch I see nothing so great in Proteus’s 
just jumping in and being swallowed by the flames As lilely 
as not he would jump out when he was half done , only, as I 
understand, he is tabng care to have the pyre in a good deep hole 

' Some say that he is beginning to think better of it , that 26 
he reports certain dreams, to the effect that Zeus will not suffer 
the holy place to be profaned Let him be easy on that score 
I dare swear that not a God of them woU hate any objection to 
a rogue’s dynng a rogue’s death To be sure, he won’t easily 
get out of It now His Cynic fnends egg him on and thrust 
him pirc-vards , thej keep his ambition aglow , there shall be 
no flinching if thry can help n ' If Proteus would take a couple 
of them t.nth him in the fatal leap, it would bt the first good 
action he has ever performed 

‘ Not even ' Proteus ” will serve now, they were saying he 27 
has changed his name to Phoemx , that Indian bird being 
credited with bnnging a prolonged existence to an end upon 
a p)rc He tells strange talcs too, and quotes oracles — guaran- 
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tLcd old — to tlic cfTcct tint he is to be t guardnn spirit of the 
night Endentb lie lias conceited a fancy for an altar, and 

28 looks to hate his statue <ct up, all of gold And upon m) word 
It is as liLcl) as not tint among the <imple t ulgar wall be found 
some to declare that Proteus has cured them of the ague, and 
that in the darkness the) hate met watli the “ guardian spirit of 
tlic night ” And as the ancient Proteus, the con of Zeus, the 
great original, had the gift of prophec) , I suppose these precious 
disciples of the modern one will be for getting up an oracle and 
a slinne upon the scene of cremation Mark m) words we 
shall find we hate got Protean priests of the scourge , pnests of 
the branding-iron , pnests of some strange thing or otlicr , or 
— a\lio knows ’ — nocturnal rites in his honour, witli a torchlight 

29 procession about the p)rc I heard but now, from a friend, of 
Thcagcncs’s producing a prophcc) of the Sib)l on tins subject 
he quoted the \cr) words 

What time the noblest of the C)nic host 
Within the Thunderer’s court shall light a fire, 

And leap into its midst, and thence ascend 
To great OljTnpus — then shall all mankind, 

Who cat the furrow’s fruit, give honour due 
To the Night-avandcrcr His scat shall be 
Hard by Hephaestus and lord Heracles 

30 That’s the oracle that Thcagcncs says he heard from the Sibyl 
Now rU give him one of Bacis’s on the same subject Bacis 
speaks a cry much to the point as follows 

What time the Cynic many-named shall leap, 

Stirred in Ins heart avitli mad desire for fame. 

Into hot fire — then shall the Fo\-dogs all. 

His followers, go hence as went the Wolf 

And him that shuns Hephaestus’ fiery might 

Th’ Achacans all shall straightway slay with stones , 

Lest, cool in courage, he essay warm words. 

Stuffing with gold of usury his senp , 

Tor in fair Patrac he hath thrice five talents 
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Ing ‘ Live, Proteus , live for Greece ' ’ Others were of sterner 
stuff, and expressed hearty approval of his determination This 
discomposed the old man considerably His idea had been that 
they would never let him go near the pyre , that they would all 
cling about him and insist on his contmuing a compulsory exist- 
ence He had the complexion of a corpse before but this 
wholly unexpected blow of approbation made him turn several 
degrees paler he trembled — and broke off 

34 Conceive my amusement ' Pity it was impossible to feel for 
such morbid vamty among all who have ever been afflicted 
with this scourge, Proteus stands pre-eminent However, he had 
a fine following, and drank his fill of notonety, as he gazed on 
the host of his admirers , poor man ' he forgot that cnminals 
on the way to the cross, or in the executioner’s hands, have 
a greater escort by far 

35 And now the games were over They were the best I had 
ever seen, though this makes my fourth visit to Olympia In 
the general rush of departure, I got left behind, finding it 
impossible to procure a conveyance 

After repeated postponements, Proteus had finally announced 
a late hour of the mght for his exhibition. Accordingly, at 
about midmght I got up (I had found lodgings with a friend), 
and set out for Harpine , for 'here was the pyre, just two miles 
and a half from Olympia, going East along the racecourse We 
found on arnval that the pyre had been placed in a hole, about 
six feet deep To ensure speedy igmtion, it had been com- 
posed chiefly of pine-torches, with brushwood stuffed in be- 
tween 

36 As soon as the moon had risen — for her presence too was 
required at the glonous spectacle — Proteus advanced, in his 
usual costume, accompamed by the chiefs of the Cymes , con- 
spicuous among them came the pnde of Patrae, torch m hand , 
nobly qualified for the part he was to play Proteus too had 
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39 may well end upon the pyre ! ’ At this point I met a number 
of people coming out to assist at the spectacle, thinking to find 
Proteus still ahve , for among the various rumours of the pre- 
ceding day, one had been, that before entenng the fire he was 
to greet the nsing sun, which to be sure is said to be the 
Bra hmi n practice Most of them turned back when I told them 
that all was over , all but tliose enthusiasts who could not rest 
ivithout seeing the identical spot, and snatching some rehc from 
the flames After this, you may be sure, my work was cut out 
for me I had to tell them all about it, and to undergo a minute 
cross-examination from everybody If it was some one I liked 
the look of, I confined myself to plain prose, as in the present 
narrative but for the benefit of the cunous simple, I put in 
a few dramatic touches on my own account No sooner had 
Proteus thrown himself upon the kindled pyre, than there 
was a tremendous earthquake, I informed them , the ground 
rumbled beneath us , and a vulture flew out from the midst 
of the flames, and away into the sky, exclaiming in human 
accents 

‘ I nse from Earth, I seek Olympus ’ 

They hstened vrath amazement and shuddenng reverence ‘ Did 
the vulture fly East or West f ’ they wanted to know I answered 
whichever came uppermost 

40 On getting back to Olympia, I stopped to hsten to an old 
man who was giving an account of these proceedings , a credible 
witness, if ever there was one, to judge by his long beard and 
dignified appearance m general He told us, among other 
things, that only a short time before, just after the cremation, 
Proteus had appeared to him in white raiment , and that he 
had now left him walking with serene countenance in the 
Colonnade of Echoes, crowned with ohve , and on the top of all 
this he brought in the vulture, solemnly swore that he had seen 
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It luinself flying away from the pyre, — ^my own vnltnre, which 
I had but just let fly, as a satire on crass stupidity ! 

Only think what work we shall have with him hereafter ' 41 
Significant bees will settle on the spot , grasshoppers beyond 
calculation iviU chirrup , crows will perch there, as over Hesiod’s 
grave, — ^and all the rest of it As for statues, several, I know, 
are to be put up at once, by Ebs and other places, to which, 

I understand, he had sent letters These letters, they say, 
were dispatched to almost all aties of any importance they 
contain certam exhortations and schemes of reform, as it were 
a legacy Certain of his followers were specially appomted by 
him for this service • Conners to the Grave and Grand Deputies of 
the Shades were to be their titles 
Such was the end of this misguided man , one who, to give 42 
his character in a word, never to his last day suffered his gaze 
to rest on Truth , whose words, whose actions had but one 
aim, — notonety and vulgar applause ’Twas the love of ap- 
plause that drove him to the pyre, where applause could no 
longer reach his ears, nor gratify his vamty 
One anecdote, and I have done , it will keep yon in amuse- 43 
ment for some time to come I told you long ago, on my 
return from Syria, how I had come on the same ship with him 
from Troas, and what airs he put On during the voyage, and 
about the handsome youth whom he converted to Cymcism, by 
1 aj of has ing an Alcibiades all of his own, and how he woke up 
^^one night in mid-ocean to find a storm breaking on us, and 
heavy sea rolling, and how the superb philosopher, for whom 
and terrors, was found wading among the women All 

>ou know But a short tim* before his death, about 44 
1 road^ ^ httle too mu,ch for dinner, I suppose, 

ambition ^*^cn ill in the night, and had a sharp attack of fetcr 
irresistible t'^^® phjsician called in to^attend him, and it was 
how muih m?'’' He said he fonnd Proteus rolling on 



* 

The Death of Paegrnic 95- 

the ground, unabk to endure the feter, and mnJing pt'^Monitc 
demands for water Alexander sa:d no to tins and lie told 
him that if he reall) wanted to die, licre a\is death, unbidden, 
at his \CTy door, he had orlr to attend tlie summons, there 
was no need of a pjie 'No, no,’ sa\s Proteus, ' anj one 
may die that waj , there’s no distinction in it ’ 

So much for Alexander I m)sclf, not so long ago, saw 
Proteus wath some irntant rubbed on his c) cs to purge them of 
rheum Etidcntly we arc to infer that there is no admission 
for blear c)cs in the kingdom of Acacus ’Twas as if a man on 
the wa) to be crucified were to concern himself about a sprained 
finger Think if Democritus had seen all this ' How would he 
have taken it? The laugliing philosopher might hate done 
justice to Proteus I doubt, indeed, whctlicr he c\cr had such 
a good excuse for his mirtli 

Be tliat as it maj, jou, my friend, shall have your laugh , 
cspcaally when you hear Proteus’s name mentioned avith admira- 
tion r. 


THE RUNAWAYS 

A-pollo Zeus Philosophy Heracles Hermes Three blasters 
An Innkeeper Orpheus Innkeeper's Wtje Three Runaway 
Slaves 

Apol Father, is this true, about a man’s publicly throwing 
himself upon a pyre, at the Olympian Games ? He w'as quite 
an old man, it seems, and rather a good hand at anytlung in the 
sensationalline Selene told us about it she says she actually 
saw him burning 

Zeus Quite true, my boy , only too true ' 

Apol Oh ? the old gentleman deserved a better fate ? 

Zeus Why, as to that, I dare say he did But I avas alluding 
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litde trcrnble m persnading them to descend from their elephants 
and foUotr me The Brahmins, who dwell between Oiydracae 
and the countrp of the Nechrei, are mme to a man they hve 
according to my laws, and are respected by all them neighbours , 
and the manner of thar death is truly wonderfuL 

Ah, to be sure the Gymnosophists I have heard 7 
a great deal of them. Among other thmgs, they ascend gigantic 
pyres, and sit qmetly burning to death without movmg a muscle 
However, that is no such great matter I saw it done at Olympia 
'Only the other day You would be there, no doubt, — when that 
old man burnt him self ? 

Thi No, father I was afraid to go near Olympia, on account 
of those hateful men I was telhng you of , I saw that numbers 
of them were gomg there, to mate their barking clamour heard 
in the temple, and to abuse all comers Accordmgly I know 
nothing of this cremation. But to continue after I had left 8 
the Brahmins, I went straight to Ethiopia, and thence to Egypt, 
where I assoaated with the pnests and prophets, and taught 
them of the Gods Then to Babylon, to instruct the Chal- 
dacans and Mages Next came Sqrthia, and after Scythia, 
Thrace , here Eumolpus and Orpheus were my compamons I 
sent them on into Greece before me , Eumolpus, whom I had 
thoroughly instructed m theologv, was to institute the sacred 
mi-stcncE, Orpheus to win men by the power of music. I 9 
follo'^ed do-e behind them On my first amval, the Greets 
received me without cnthusia'm they did not, however, 
wholly reject my advances , by slow degrees I gained 01 er sei en 
men to be my compamons and duaples, and Samo=, Ephesus, 
and \bdc*a,' each added one to the httlc company. And then lo 
there sprang up — I scarce know how — the tnbe of sophists 
men who had but httle of mv spirit, yet were not wholly 
then to me, a moJey Centaur breed, in whom vamty and 
* Pjthago-aj, Heracl tci, Dcmccntci 
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wisdom meeting were moulded into one incongruous whole 
They dung not entirely to ignorance, but theirs was not the 
steady eye that could meet the gaze of Philosophy , and if at 
moments my semblance flashed phantom-hLe across their dulled 
vision, they hdd that in that dim shadow they had seen all that 
was to be seen It was this pnde that nourished the vain, un- 
profitable science that they mistook for invinable wisdom, 
the science of quaint conceits, ingemous paradoxes, and labynn- 

11 thine dilemmas My followers would have restrained them, 
and exposed their errors but they grew angry, and conspired 
against them, and in the end brought them under the power 
of the law, which condemned them to drink of hemlock Doubt- 
less I should have done well to renounce humamty there and 
then, and take my flight but Antisthenes and Diogenes, and 
after them Crates, and our fnend Menippus, prevailed upon 
me to tarry yet a httle longer Would that I had never 
yielded ' I should have been spared much pain in the sequel 

12 Zeus But, my dear, you are merely giving way to your feel- 
ings, instead of telhng me what your wrongs were 

Pht Then hear them, father There is a vile race upon the 
earth, composed for the most part of serfs and memals, creatures 
whose occupations have never suffered them to become ac- 
quainted with philosophy , whose earhest years have been spent 
in the drudgery of the fields, in learmng those base arts for 
which they are most fitted — the fuller’s trade, the joiner’s, the 
cobbler’s — or in carding wool, that housewives may have ease 
in their spinmng, and the thread be fit for warp and woof 
Thus employed, they knew not in their youth so much as the 
name of Philosophy But they had no sooner reached manhood, 
than they perceived the respect paid to my followers , how 
men submitted to their blunt speech, valued them advice, 
deferred to their judgement, and cowered beneath their cen- 
sure , all this they saw, and held that here was a hfe for a king 

H 2 
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The learning, indeed, that befits a philosopher would have 13 
taken them long to acquire, if it was not ntterlf out of their 
reach On the other hand, their own miserly handicrafts barely 
rewarded their toil with a suffiaency To some, too, servitude 
was in Itself an oppression they knew it, in fact, for the in- 
tolerable thing It IS But they bethought them that there 
was still one chance left , their sheet-anchor, as sadors say 
They took refuge with my lady Folly, called in the assistance 
of Boldness, Ignorance, and Impudence, ever their untmng 
coadjutors, and provided themselves with a stock of bran-new 
invectives , these they have ever ready on their tongues , ’tis 
their sole eqmpment, noble provision, is it not, for a philo- 
sopher ? Nothing could be more plausible than the philo- 
sophic disgmse they now assume, reminding one of the fabled 
ass of Cyme, in Aesop, who clothed himself in a hon’s shn, and, 
stoutly braying, sought to play the lion’s part , the beast, I doubt 
not, had his adherents The externals of philosophy, as you know, i,j. 
are easily aped it is a simple matter to assume the cloak and 
wallet, walk with a stick, and bawl, and bark, and bray, against 
all comers They know that they are safe , their cloth protects 
them Liberty is thus within their grasp no need to ask their 
master’s leave , should he attempt to reclaim them, their sticks 
are at his service No more short commons for them now, no 
more of crusts whose dryness is mitigated only by herbs or salt 
fish they have choice of meats, dnnk the best of wines, and 
take money where they rviU, shearing the sheep, as they call it 
when they le^y contributions, in the certainty that many will 
guc, from respect to their garb or fear of their tongues They 15 
foresee, of course, that they will be on the same footing as 
genuine philosophers , so long as their extenor is conformable, 
no one is likely to make critical distinctions They take care 
not to risk exposure at the first hint of a rational argument, 
thej shout their opponent down, withdraw into the stronghold 
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of personal abuse, and flourish their ever-ready cudgels Ques- 
tion their practice, and you tvill hear much of their principles 
offer to examine those pnnciples, and you are referred to their 

1 6 conduct The aty swarms with these vermin, particularly with 
those who profess the tenets of Diogenes, Antisthenes, and 
Crates Followers of the Dog, they care httle to excel m the 
camne virtues, they are neither trusty guardians nor affec- 
tionate, faithful servants but for noise and greed and thievery 
and wantonness, for cringing, favming cupboard-love, — there, 

17 indeed, they are perfect Before long you will see every trade 
at a standstill, the workmen all at large for every man of them 
knows that, whilst he is bent over his work from morning to 
mght, toihng and drudging for a starvation wage, idle impostors 
are hving m the midst of plenty, commanding chanty where 
they will, with no word of thanks to the giver, and a curse on 
him that withholds the gift Surely (he will say to himself) the 
golden age is returned, and the heavens shall rain honey into 
my mouth 

18 And would that that were all ' But they have other ways of 
bnnging distredit upon us, besides the baseness of their origin 
When beauty comes within the reach of these grave and reverend 
gentlemen, they are guilty of excesses that I will not pollute 
my hps with mentiomng They have been known, like Trojan 
Pans, to seduce the wives of their own hosts, and to quote the 
authonty of Plato for leaving these fair converts at the disposal 
of all their acquaintance , they httle knew the true meamng of 

19 that inspired philosopher’s commumty of women I will not 
tire you with a descnption of their drunken orgies , observe, 
however, that these are the men who preach against drunkenness 
and adultery and avance and lewdness Could any contrast 
be greater than that presented by their words and their 
deeds ? They speak their detestation of flattery a Gnatho- 
mdes and a Struthias are less fulsome than they They bid 
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men tell the truth yet their own tongues cannot move but to 
utter lies To hear them, you would say they were at war 
with pleasure, and Epicurus their bitterest foe yet nothing 
do they do but for pleasure’s sake Querulous, irntable, pas- 
sionate as cradled babes, they are a dension to the beholder , the 
veriest tnfle serves to move their ire, to bring the purple to 
their cheeks, ungovemed fury to their eyes, foam — call it rather 
venom — to their bps Preserve me from their turbid rantings ' 20 
Gold. 1 ask not, nor stiver , be one fenny all my wealth, to fur- 
chase beans withal And for my drink, a river, a sfring, shall 
furnish me But presently it turns out that what they want is 
not pence, nor shiUings, but whole fortunes He must be 
a thriving merchant, whose cargoes wJl bring him in such 
profits as these men suck out of philosophy They arc suffi- 
ciently provided at last, and then off goes the hated umform 
lands and houses arc bought, and soft raiment, and comely 
pages Inquire of them now for Crates’s wallet, Antisthenes’s 
cloak, Diogenes’s tub they know nothing of the matter When 21 
men see these things, they spit in the face of philosophy , they 
think that all philosophers arc the same, and blame me their 
teacher It is long since 1 have won over any to my side 
I toil like Penelope at the loom, and one moment undoes all 
that I have done Ignorance and Wickedness watch my un- 
availing labours, and smile 

Zeus Really, Philosophy has been shamefully treated We 22 
must take some measures vath these rascab Let us think what 
15 to be done The single stroke of the thunderbolt is too quick 
a death 

Afol Father, I have a suggestion to make By their neglect 
of the Mu'cs, these sole quacks base incurred my own resent- 
ment as s cU as Philo'ophy’s They arc not worthy to die by 
your hand Instead, I i ould adsisc your sending Hermes to 
them, suth full authority to punish them at his discretion 
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With his forensic experience, he will be at no loss to distinguish 
between the true philosopher and the false The former will 
receive mented praise on the latter he wiU inflict such chastise- 
ment as the circumstances demand 

23 T^us A sensible proposal Heracles, you can go too , take 
Philosophy with you, and lose no time Think this will make 
your thirteenth Labour, and a creditable one too, the extermina- 
tion of these reptiles 

Hera Rather than meddle with them, I would give the 
Augean stables a second clcan-out However, let us be starting, 
Philosophy 

Pht If I must, I must 

24 Her Yes, come along, and we will polish off a few to-day — 
Which way. Philosophy ? You know where they are to be 
found Somewhere in Greece, of course ? 

Pht Oh no , the few that there are in Greece are genuine 
philosophers Attic poverty is not at all to the liking of the 
impostors , we must look for them in places where gold and 
silver mines abound 

Her Straight to Thrace, then ? 

Hera Yes, Thrace, and I will show you the way I know 
every inch of Thrace , I have been there so often Look here, 
this IS our route 

Her Yes ? 

25 Hera You see those two magmficent mountains (the big one 
IS Haemus, and the other Rhodope), and the fertile plain that 
spreads between them, miming to the very foot of either ? 
Those three grand, rugged crests that stand out so proudly 
yonder form as it were a triple citadel to the city that hes 
beneath , you can see it now, look 

Her Superb ' A queen among cities , her splendours reach 
us even here And what is the great nver that flows so close 
beneath the walls ? 
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Hera The Hebms, and the atv tras bniit bj Ph 3 ip Well, 
tve have left the donds behind ns novr ; let ns try onr fortnne 
on ierra firra 

Her Very good , and what comes next ? How do we hnnt 26 
onr vermin down ? 

Hera Ah, that is where yon come in, Mr Cner obhge ns 
bv crying them withont lo^s of time 

Her There is onlv one objection to that • I do not know 
what they are called What names am I to say. Philosophy I 
and how shall I describe them ^ 

Pht I am not sure of their names, as I have never come mto 
contact with them. To judge from their graspmg propensities, 
however, you can hardlv go wrong with Cteso, Cte=ippns, 
Ctesicles, Enctemon, Polvctetns * 

Her To be sure But who are these men ? They seem to 27 
be loohng for something too Why, they are coming up to 
speak to ns 

Irrheeper arJ. Masiers Excuse ns, madam, and gentlemen, 
but have you come across a company of three rascals conducting 
a woman — a very mascubne-looking female, with hair cut short 
in the Spartan fashion ’ 

Ph Ha ' the very people we are lookmg for ' 

Masters Indeed, madam ’ But the^e are three runaway 
slaves The woman was kidnapped by them, and we want to 
get her bacL 

Her Ojt business with them I will tell yon afterwards 
For the present, let us make a joint proclamation. 

Disappeared. .A Paphlagoman slave, formerly of Sinope 
Any person giving information as to his whereabouts will be 
rewarded , the amount of the reward to be fixed by the in- 
fotnant Description Name begins with CTE Com- 
plcEoa * sallow Hair clo'e-cropped, with long beard. 

* Cfjrj u G^ck fo* ’ 
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Dress TcoirsedoaV with wallet Temper bad Education 
none Voice harsh Manner offensne 

28 First lilastrr is hat is all this about ? His name used 

to be Cantharus when he was with me He had long hair, and 
no beard, and t\as apprenticed to my trade , I am a fuller, and 
he was in my shop, dressing cloth 

Phi Yes, It IS the same , but he has dressed to some purpose 
this time, and has become a philosopher 

First Master Cantharus a philosopher ' I hke that And 
nherc do I come in ? 

Second and Third blasters Oh well, we shall get them all 
now This lady knows all about them, it seems 

29 Phi Heracles, who is this comely person wnth a lyre ? 

Hera It is Orpheus I was on the Argo with him He was 

the best of boatsivains , it was quite a pleasure to row to his 
singing IVclcome, my musical fnend you have not forgotten 
Heracles, I hope ? 

Or And welcome to all of you. Philosophy, Heracles, 
Hermes I should hke my reward, please I can lay my finger 
on jour man 

Her Then show us the way It is useless, of course, to offer 
gold to the gifted son of Calhope f 

Or Oh, quite — I will show you the house, but not the man 
His tongue might avenge him , scumhty is his strong point 

Her Lead on 

Or It IS this house close by And now I shall leave you , 
I have no wish to set eyes on him 

30 Her Hush ' Was that a woman’s voice, reciting Homer f 

Phi It was Let us hsten 

InnkeepePs Wife More than the gates of Hell I hate that 
man 

Who, loving gold, cloaketh his love with 
hes 
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Her At that rate, madam, you ■will have to quarrel with 
Cantharus 

He 'With his kindly host hath dealt amiss 

Innkeeper That ’s me I took him in, and he ran away -with 
my ■wife 

Innk TVije Wine-'witted knave, deer-hearted and dog-eyed, 
Thersites, babbler loose, that nought availest 
In council, nought in arms , most vahant daw, 
That ivith thme aimless chatter chidest kings, — 
First Master My rascal to a T 

Imk Wife The dog m thee — for thou art dog and goat 
And lion — doth a blasting fury breathe 
Innkeeper Wife, wife' the dogs have been too many for 31 
you , ay, and for your nrtue, so men say 
Her Hope for the best , some httle Cerberus or Geryon 
shall call you father, and Heracles have employment again — 
Ah, no need to knock here th^ come. 

First Master Ha, Cantharus, have I got you ? WTiat, nothing 
to say for yourself ? Let us see what you have in that wallet , 
beans, no doubt, or a crust of bread 

Her Bread, indeed ' Gold, a purseful of it ' 

Hera That need not surprise you In Greece, yon see, he 
was a Cynic, but here he is all for golden Chiysippus Next 
jou will see him dangling, Qeanthcs-like ', by his beard, and 
serve the dirty fellow nghi 

Second Master Ha, sou rascal there, am I mistaken, or are 32 
you my lost Lecythio ? Lccythio it is WTiat a figure ' Lecy- 
thio a philo'opher ' I’ll bebeve anything after this 

Her Docs none of you 1 now anything about this other ? 

Fbiri Master Oh yes, he is mine , but he may go hang 
, for me 


• Sec Ceantlcs m Notet 
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Her And wKy is that ? 

7 bird Master Ah, he’s a sadly leaky vessel, is Rosoho, as we 
used to call him 

Her Gracious Heracles * did you hear that ? Rosoho with 
wallet and stick ' — Friend, here is your ivife again 

Innkeeper Thank you for nothing I’ll have no woman 
brought to bed of an old book in my house 
Her How am I to understand that ? 

Innkeeper Why, the Three-headed Dog is a book, master i 
Her Ay, and so was the Man with the Three Hats, for that 
matter 

33 Masters We leave the rest to you, sir 

Her This is my judgement Let the woman return beneath 
her husband’s roof, or many-headed monsters will come of it 
These two truant sparks I hand over to their owners let them 
follow their trades as heretofore , Lecythio wash clothes, and 
Rosoho patch them , — not, however, before his back has felt 
the mallow-stalk And for Cantharus, first let the men of 
pitch take him, and plaster him without mercy , and be their 
pitch the vilest procurable Then let him be led forth to 
stand upon the snowy slopes of Haemus, naked and fettered 
Can Mercy ' have mercy on me * Ah me ’ lam undone ’ 
First Master So tragic ? Come, follow me to the plasterers , 
and off with that hon’s-skin, lest you be taken for other than 

F 


an ass 
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Crcrjs Hu Prust 

Pr Cronus, you are m anthonty jost now, I understand , to 
yon our sacrifices and ceremonies are directed , now, what can 
I mate surest of getting if I ast it of yon at this holv season ? 

Cro Yon had better mate up your own mind what to pray 
for, unless you expect vour ruler to be a rJa rto\art and know 
what you would hte to ast. Then, I will do my best not to 
disappoint you 

Pr Oh, I have done that long ago No ongmahty about it , 
the usual thing, please, — ^wealth, plentr of gold, landed pro- 
pnetorship, a train of slaves, gay soft raiment, silver, ivoiy, in 
fact evervthing that is worth anvthing Best of Cronnse*, give 
me some of these , your pnest should profit by your rule, and 
not be the one man who has to go without all his hfe. 

Cro Of course ' t^lira vires , these are not mine to give So 2 
do not sulk at being refused , ask Zeus for them ; he wdl be in 
authontv again soon enough hLne is a hmited monarchv, you 
see To begin with, it only lasts a week, that oier I am a 
pnvate person, just a man m the street Secondlv, during my 
week the senous is barred , no business allowed Drinking and 
being drunk, noi'C and games and dice, appomnng of hngs and 
feasting of slaves, singing naked, dapping of tremulous hands, 
an occasional ducking of corked faces in icv water, — such arc the 
funenons over which I preside. But the great things, wealth 
and gold and such, Zens distnbutcs as he wdl 

Pr He IS not very free with them, though, Cronus I am 3 
tired of asking for them, as I do at the top of mv voice. He 
never listens , he shakes his acgi', gets the thunderbolt ready 
for action, puts on a stem look, and scares you out of wonyung 
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Cro Put your question An answer you shall have, if my 
knowledge is equal to it 

Pr First, then, is the common story true ? used you to eat 
the children Rhea bore you ? and did she steal away Zeus, and 
give you a stone to stvaUow for a baby ? did he when he grew 
to manhood make victonous war upon yon and dnve you from 
your kingdom, bind and cast you mto Tartarus, you and all the 
powers that ranged themselves with you ? 

Cto FeUow, were it any but this festive season, when ’tis 
lawful to be drunken, and slaves have bcence to revde their 
lords, the reward for thy question, for this thy rudeness to 
a grey-haired aged God, had been the knowledge that wrath is 
yet penmtted me 

Pr It IS not my story, you know, Cronus , it is Homer’s and 
Hesiod’s , I rmght say, only I don’t qmte like to, that it is the 
bebef of the generality 

Cro That conceited shepherd' ? you do not suppose he knew 6 
anythmg worth knowing about me ? Why, think Is a man 
conceivable — let alone a God — who would devour his own chil- 
dren ? — wittingly, I mean , of course he might be a Thyestes 
and have a witkcd brother , that is different However, even 
granting that, I ask you whether he could help knowmg he had 
a stone in his mouth instead of a baby , I envy him his teeth, 
that IS ad. The fact is, there was no war, and Zeus did not 
depose me , I voluntarily abdicated and retired from the cares 
of office That I am not in fetters or in Tartarus you can see 
for yourself, or you must be as bhnd as Homer 

Pr But what possessed you to abdicate ? j 

Cro WcU, the long and short of it is, as I grew old and gouty 
— that last, by the waj, accounts for the fetters of the story — 

I found the men of these latter dap getting out of hand , I had 
to be for ever rumung up and down swinging the thunderbolt 

’ Hesiod 
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and blasting perjurers, temple-robbers, oppressors , I could get 
no peace, younger blood %vas wanted So I had the happy 
thought of abdicating in Zeus’s favour Independently of that, 
I thought It a good thing to divide up my authority — I had 
sons to take it on — and to have a pleasant easy time, free of all 
the petition business and the embarrassment of contradictory 
prayers, no thundering or bghtening to do, no lamentable 
necessity for sending discharges of hail None of that now, 
I am on the shelf, and I like it, sipping neat nectar and talking 
over old times with lapctus and the others that were boys with 
me And He is king, and has troubles by the thousand But 
It occurred to me to reserve these few days for the employments 
I have mentioned , during them I resume my authority, that 
men may remember what hfe was hke in my days, when all 
things grew without sowing or ploughing of theirs — no ears of 
corn, but loaves complete and meat ready cooked — , when wine 
flowed in nvers, and there were fountains of milk and honey , 
all men were good and all men were gold Such is the purpose 
of this my bnef reign , therefore the merry noise on every side, 
the song and the games , therefore the slave and the free as 
one When I was king, slavery was not 
8 Pr Dear me, now ' and I accounted for your kindness to 
slaves and prisoners from the story again , I thought that, as 
you were a slave yourself, you were paying slaves a compliment 
in memory of your own fetters 

Cro Cease your ribald jests 

Pr Quite so , I vwll But here is another question, please 
Used mortals to play draughts in your time f 

Cro Surely , but not for hundreds or thousands of pounds 
like you , nuts were their highest stake , a man might lose 
vtathout a sigh or a tear, when losing could not mean starvation^ 

Pr Wise men ' though, as they were sohd gold th ■ ’ 

they were out of temptation It occurred to ■ ’■ 
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mentioned that — suppose any one were to import one of your 
solid gold men into our age and exhibit him, what sort of 
a reception would the poor thing get f They would tear him 
to pieces, not a doubt of it I see them rushing at him hie 
the Maenads at Pentheus, the Thracian women at Orpheus, 
or his hounds at Actaeon, trying which could get the biggest 
bit of him , even in the holidays they do not forget their avance , 
most of them regard the holy season as a sort of harvest In 
which persuasion some of them loot their fnends’ tables, others 
complain, qmte unreasonably, of you, or smash thar innocent 
dice m revenge for losses due to their own folly 

But tell me this, now as yon are such a dehcate old deity, 9 
why pick out the most disagreeable time, when all is \vrapt in 
snow, and the north wind blorvs, everything is hard frozen, 
trees dry and bare and leafless, meadows have lost their flowery 
beauty, and men are hunched up cowenng over the fire like so 
many octogenanans, — ^why this season of all others for your 
festival ? It IS no time for the old or the luxurious 

Cto Fellow, your questions are many, and no good sub- 
stitute for the flowing bowl You have filched a good portion 
of my carmval with your impertinent philosophizmgs Let 
them go, and we will make merry and clap our hands and take 
our hohday hcence, play draughts for nuts in the good old 
way, elect our kmgs and do them fealty I am minded to venfy 
the saw, that old age is second childhood 

Pr Now dry be his cup when he thirsts, to whom such words 
come aimss ! Cronus, a bowl with you ' ’tis enough that you 
have made ansiver to my former questions By the way, I 
think of reducing our httle interview to writing, my questions 
and your so affable anstvers, for submission to those fnends 
whose discretion may be trusted H 
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T.)c rc^,uls:in''5 to he ol’<cncd In the poor I hn\c 'cnt 
etprexH to then in anotlicr ‘croll and am will assured 
that thc\ will ah dc In the <inK, faihnp which thei will he 
ohr.nxiout to the heat \ pcnaltic* enacted igainn the di'ohedient 
Ard ton tc nch *cc to it that jc tran^pre s not nor disregard 
the in'^nictiont following lie it Inown to him tint <hall 'o do, 
that he 'corncth not me the lawgncr, hut Cronus’ <clf, wlio 
hath appeared, in no dream hut the'^c two date gone to m} 
walinr *cn'c< and appointed me to gitc hohdaj Iatt« No 
hond'man t a< ite, nor foul to looL upon, as painters hate 
limncvl him after poets’ fooli*h talcs Ilis <icllc was indeed 
full sharp , but he was cheerful of countenance, strong of limb, 
and rotallt arrated Such was his semblance, and his words, 
wherein too was ditinit), it is fitting tou hear 

11 He beheld me pacing downcast, mcditautc, and straighttva) 
knet — as how should a God not know ? — the cause of m> 
sorrow, and how I was ill content wath potenj and wath the 
unseasonable thinness of mp raiment For there was frost and 
north wind and ice and snov , and I but ill fenced against them 
The fta't wao morcottr at hand, and I might see others making 
read) for sacrifice and good cheer, but for me things loolcd 
not that as a} He came upon me from behind and touched 
and thrilled mj car, as is the manner of his approach, and spake 

‘ O Crono'olon, as hcrcforc tins troubled mien ? ’ ' Is there not a 
cause, lord,’ I 'aid, ‘ ashen I look on pestilent loatlil} felloaas 
passing rich, engrossing all luxurj , but I and manj another sbllcd 
in liberal arts base as ant and trouble to our bcd-fclloaa-s ? And 
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thou, even thon, lord, vnlt not say it shall not be, nor order 
things anew and mate ns equal ’ ' In common life,’ then said 
he, ‘’tis no hght matter to change the lots that Qotho and her 
sister Fates have laid upon you , but as touching the feast, 

I will set nght yonr poverty , and let the setthng be after this 
manner Go, O Cronosolon, indite me certain laws for observ- 
ance m the feast days, that the nch feast not by themselves, 
but impart of their good thin gs to you ’ Then said I, ‘ I know 
not how ’ 

' But I,’ quoth he, ‘ will teach you ’ And therewith he began 12 
and taught me And when I was perfect, ‘ And certify them,’ 
he said, ' that if they do not hereafter, this sharp sickle that 
I bear is no toy , ’twere odd if I could maim therewith Uranus 
mj father, but not do as much for the nch that transgress my 
laws , they shall be fitted to serve the Mother of the Gods 
with alms-box and pipe and timbrel ’ Thus he threatened , 
wherefore ye will do well to observe his decrees 

FIRST TABLE OF THE LAWS ^3 

AH business, be it pubbc or private, is forbidden durmg the 
feast days, save such as tends to sport and solace and dehght 
Let none follow their avocations saving cooks and bakers 

AH men shall be equal, slave and free, nch and poor, one with 
another 

Anger, resentment, threats, arc contrary to law 

Dunng the feast dap, no man shaH be called to account of 
his stewardship 

No man shaH in these dap count his money nor inspect his 
wardrobe, no" make an invcnwy 

Athletic traimng shall ceaic 

No di.course shall be either composed or dehvered, except 
It be Witty and Irnty, conducing to imrth and jollity 
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14 SECOND TABLE OF THE LAWS 

In good time against the feast etciy rich man shall inscribe 
in a table-book the names of his several fnends, and shall provide 
money to a tithe of his yearly incomings, together ivith the 
superfluity of his raiment, and such ware as is too coarse for his 
oivn scmcc, and a goodly quantity of sili cr vessels. These shall 
be all in readiness 

On the eve of the feast the nch shall hold a punfication, and 
dnve forth from their houses parsimony and avance and covetous- 
ness and all other such Icamngs that dwcU wth the most of 
them And their houses being purged they shall male ofFcnng 
to Zeus the Enncher, and to Hermes the Gn er, and to Apollo 
the Generous And at afternoon the table-bool of their fnends 
shall be read to them 

1 5 Then shall they avith their own hands allot to each fnend his 
fitting share, and send it before set of sun 

And the earners shall be not more than three or four, the 
trustiest of a man’s servants, and well on in years And let 
him -wnte in a letter what is the gift, and its amount, that the 
earners be not suspect to giver or receiver And the said 
servants shall dnnk one cup each man, and depart, and ask 
no more 

To such as have culture let all be sent in double measure , 
It IS fitting that they have two portions 

The message that goeth with a gift shall be modest and bnef , 
let no man humble his friend, nor commend his own gift 

Rich shall not send gifts to nch, nor entertain his peer at 
the feast 

Of the things made ready for sending, none shall be reserved , 
let no man give and un-give 

He that by absence missed his share of yester-year shall now 
receive that too 
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Let the nch discharge debts for their fnends that are poor, 
and their rent if they owe and cannot pay it 

Let It be thar care aboie all to know in time the needs of 
every man 

The receiver for his part should be not over-cunons, bnt 
account great whatsoever is sent him Yet are a flask of wme, 
a hare, or a fat fowl, not to be hdd sufficient gifts , rather they 
bring the feast into mockery For the poor man’s return gift, 
if he have learning, let it be an anaent book, but of good omen 
and festive humour, or a wntmg of his own after his abrhty , 
and the nch man shall receive the same with a glad countenance, 
and take and read it forthwith , if he reject or fling it aside, be 
It known to him that he hath incurred that penalty of the sickle, 
though he himself hath sent all he should For the unlearned, 
let him send a garland or grains of frankincense 

If a poor man send, to one that is nch, raiment or silver or 
gold beyond his means, the gift shall be impounded and sold, 
and the pnce thereof cast mto the treasury of Cronus , and on 
the morrow the poor man shall receive from the nch stnpes 
upon his hands with a rod not less than twelve score and ten 

LAWS OF THE BOARD 17 

The bath hour shall be noon, and before it nuts and draughts 
Every man shall take place as chance may direct , digmties 
and birth and wealth shall give no precedence 

All shall be served with the same wme , the nch host shall not 
saj , For my cohc, or for my megnms, I must dnnk the better 
E\cry man’s portion of meat shall be alike The attendants 
shall favour none, nor yet m their serving shall they be deaf to 
any, nor pass any by before his pleasure be known They shall 
not set great portions before him, and small before him, 
nor give this one a dainty and that one refuse, but all shall be 
equal 
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iS Let the butler hit c i quick c} c and car for all from his point 
of tantage, and heed his master least And be tJic cups large or 
small at choice 

It shall be an} man’s right to call a health , and let all dnnk 
to all if they uoll, uhen the host has set the wine a-going But 
no man shall be bound to drink, if he be no strong toper 
It shall not be free to any who will to bnng an unpractised 
dancer or musician to the dinner 
Let the limit to jesting be, that the feelings of none be 
wounded 

The stake at draughts shall be nuts alone , if any play for 
money, he shall fast on the morrow 

When the rich man shall feast his sla\cs, let his friends 
sen e with him 

These laws every nch man shall cngraie on a brazen pillar 
and set them in the centre of his hall and there read them 
And be it known that, so long as that pillar stands, neither 
famine nor sickness nor fire nor any mischance shall come upon 
the house But if it be removed — which God avert • — then 
ev'il shall be that house’s doom H 
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I to Cronus, Greeting 

19 I have written to you before telhng you of my condition, 
how poverty was likely to exclude me from the festival you have 
proclaimed I remember observing hoav unreasonable it was 
that some of us should be in the lap of wealth and luxury, and 
never give a share of their good things to the poor, avhile others 
are dying of hunger with your holy season just upon them 
But as you did not answer, I thought I might as avell refresh 
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your memory Dear good Cronus, yon ought really to remove 
this mequahty and pool all the good things before telhng us to 
make merry The •world is peopled ■with camels and ants now, 
nothing between the two Or, to put it another ■way, kindly 
imagine an actor, ivith one foot mounted on the tragic stdt and 
the other bare , if he walks like that, he must be a giant or 
a dwarf according to ■the leg he stands on , our hves are about 
as equal as his heights Those who are taken on by manager 
Fortune and supplied with stilts come the hero over us, while 
the rest pad it on the ground, though you may take my word 
for It we could rant and stalk ■with the best of them if we were 
given the same chance 

Now the poets inform me that in the old days when you 20 
were king it was otherwise ■with men , earth bestowed her gifts 
upon them unso^wn and implonghed, every man’s table was 
spread automatically, nvers ran wme and milk and honey 
Most wonderful of all, the men themselves were gold, and 
poverty never came near them As for us, we can hardly pass 
for lead , some yet meaner matenal must be found In the 
sweat of our face the most of us eat bread Poverty, distress, and 
helplessness, sighs and lamentations and pinmgs for what is not, 
such is the staple of man’s life, the poor man’s at least All 
which, beheve me, would be much less painful to us, if there 
werenotthe f ehaty of the nch to emphasize it They have their 
chests of gold and sdver, their stored wardrobes, their slates 
and carnages and house property and farms, and, not content 
■with keeping to themselves their superfluity m all these, they 
will scarce fling a glance to the generahty of us 
Ah, Cronus, there is the sting that rankles beyond endurance 21 
— that one should loll on cloth of finest purple, overload his 
stomach tvith aU dehcaacs, and keep perpetual feast ■with guests 
to wish him joy, uhde I and mj like dream over the proble- 
matic acquisition of a sixpence to pro^nde us a loaf uhite or 
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brown, and send us to bed with a smack of cress or thyme or 
omon m our mouths Now, good Cronus, either reform this 
altogether and feed us alike, or at the least induce the nch not 
to enjoy their good things alone , from their bushels of gold 
let them scatter a poor pint among us , the raiment that they 
would never feel the loss of though the moth were to consume 
It utterly, seemg that in any case it must pensh by mere lapse 
of time, let them devote to covenng our nakedness rather than 
to propagating mildew in their chests and drawers 

22 Further let them entertain us by fours and fives, and not as 
they now do, but more on principles of equality, let us all 
share ahke The way now is for one to gorge himself on some 
dainty, keeping the servant waiting about him till he is pleased 
to have done , but when it reaches us, as we are in the act of 
helpmg ourselves it is whisked off, and we have but that fleeting 
ghmpse of the entree or fag-end of a sweet Or in comes 
a sucking-pig , half of it, including the head, falls to the host , 
the rest of us share the bones, shghtly disguised And pray 
charge the butlers not to make us call unto seven times, but 
bring us our wine when we ask for it first , and let it be a full- 
sized cup and a bumper, as it is for their masters And the 
same vsune, please, for every one at table , where is the legal 
authonty for my host’s growing mellow on the choicest bouquet 
while my stomach is turned with mere must ? 

23 These things if you correct and reform, you will have made 
hfe life, and your feast a feast If not, we will leave the feasting 
to them, and just kneel down and pray that as they come from 
the bath the slave may knock down and spill their wine, the 
cook smoke their sauce and absent-mindedly pour the pea-soup 
over the caviare, the dog steal in while the sculhons are busy 
and make away with the whole of the sausage and most of the 
pastry Boar and buck and sucking-pigs, may they rival in 
their roasting Homer’s oxen of the Sun ' only let them not 
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confine themselTes to crawling but jnmp np and make off to 
tbe mountains with their spits sticking in them ’ and may the 
fat fowls, all plucked and trussed, fly far away and rob them of 
their unsoaable dehghts * 

But we can touch them more closely than that. May Indian 24 
gold-ants^ come by mght, unearth their hoards and conr^ 
them to their own state treasury ' hlay their wardrobe- 
keepers be neghgent, and our good fnends the mice make sieve- 
work of their raiment, fit for nothing but turmy-nets ' hlay 
every pretty curled mmion, every Hyacmth and Achilles and. 
Narcissus they keep, turn bald as he hands the cup ' let his hair 
fall off and his chm grow bristly, nU he is like the peak-bearded 
felloivs on the comic stage, hairy and pnckly on cheek and 
temple, and on the top smooth and bare ' The=e are speamens 
of the petitions we will send up, if they will not moderate their 
selfishness, acknowledge themselves trustees for the pubbc, and 
let us have our fair share H. 


II 

Croruj io bis Kell-hdovcd me. Greeting 

My good man, why this absurdity of writing to me about the 25 
state of the world, and advising redistribution of property 1 It 
IS none of my business , the present ruler must see to that It 
IS an odd thing you should be the only person unaware that 

* Homtr, Od xii 395 Odviseos’* hid killed ind b^nn to cook 
the oien of the Snn. • And loon iheteafter the Godi shewed forth 
s pu and wonders to my companv The skins were creeping, and the Pesh 
bcllomng npoa the sp ts, both the roast and raw, and there was a sonnd 
as of the voice of kine. — Bu chrr end Lang 

’ Herodo ns, uu lOJ ‘And in this desert and sandv tract’ (in Norh 
India) 'are prodneed ants, which are in size smaller than do^s bnt larger than 
foits These ants there make their dn cL'ing under ground and carry up 
t'-e sand jo t in the same manner as the an j found in the land of the Hellenes 
and hesindnhrch 1$ b'ought up contains gold,’ — Mccci.Jay't iranilaliaa 
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I have long abdicated , my sons now administer various 
departments, of which the one that concerns you is mainly in 
the hands of Zeus , my owm charge is confined to draughts 
and merry-making, song and good dieer, and that for one week 
only As for tlie %\cighuer matters you speak of, removal of 
inequalities and reducing of all men to one level of poverty or 
nches, Zeus must do your business for you On the other 
hand, if anj man is WTonged or defrauded of his hohday pnvi- 
Icgcs, that IS a matter iwthin my competence , and I am writing 
to the rich on the subject of dinners, and that pint of gold, and 
the raiment, directing them to send you what the season requires 
The poor are reasonable there , it is nght and proper for the 
rich to do these things, unless it turns out that tlicy have good 
reasons to the contrar}' 

26 Speaking generally, however, I must tell you that you are all 
in error , it is quite a misconception to imagine the nch in 
perfect bliss , tliey have no monopoly of hfe’s pleasures because 
they can eat expensive food, drink too much good wine, revel in 
beauty, and go in soft raiment You have no idea of how it 
works out The resulting anxieties are very considerable A 
ceaseless watch must be kept, or stewards Vrill be lazy and dis- 
honest, wine go sour, and gram be weeviled , the burglar wdl 
be off with the nch man’s plate , agitators will persuade the 
people that he is meditating a coup d’etat And these are but 
a minute fraction of their troubles , if you could know their 
apprehensions and cares, you would think nches a thing to be 
avoided at all costs 

27 Why, look at me , if wealth and domimon were good things, 
do you suppose I should have been fool enough to relinquish 
them, make room for others, and sit down hke a common man 
content with a subordinate position ? No, it was because I 
knew all the conditions the rich and powerful cannot escape 
that I had the sense to abdicate 
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You made a great fuss in your letter about then gorging on 28 
boar’s head and pastry while your festival consists of a mouthful 
of cress or thyme or omon Now, what are the facts ? As 
to the immediate sensation, on the palate, there is httle to 
choose between the two diets — not much to complain of in 
either, but with the after effects it is quite otherwise Tou 
get up next mornmg without either the headache the nch 
man’s wine leaves behind, or the disgusting queasiness that 
results from his surfeit of food To these effects he adds 
those of mghts given to lust and debauchery, and as likely as 
not reaps the fruit of his luxury in consumption, pneumoma, 
or dropsy It is quite a difficult matter to find a nch man who 
IS not deathly pale , most of them by the time they are old men 
use eight legs belongmg to other people instead of their own 
two , they are gold without and rags tvithin, like the stage 
hero’s robes No fish dinners for you, I admit , you hardly 
know what fish tastes like , but then observe, no gout or pneu- 
moma either, nor other ailments due to other excesses Apart 
from that, though, the nch themselves do not enjoy their daily 
over-indulgence in these thmgs , you may see them as eager, 
and more, for a dinner of herbs as ever you are for game 

I say nothing of their other vexations — one has a disreputable 29 
son, another a wife who prefers his slave to himself, another 
reahzes that his mimon yields to necessity what he would not 
to affection , there are numberless things, in fact, that you 
know nothing about , you only see their gold and purple, or 
catch sight of them behind their high-stcppers, and open your 
mouths and abase yourselves before them If you left them 
severely alone, if you did not turn to stare at their silver-plated 
carnages, if you did not while they were talking eye their 
emerald nngs, or finger their clothes and admire the fineness 
of the texture, if you let them keep their riches to themselves, 
in short, I can assure yon they would seek you out and implore 
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the favour of your company , you see, tliey viust show you their 
couches and tables and goblets, the sole good of which is m the 
being knoivn to possess them 

30 You ^Vlll find that most of their acquisitions are made for 
you , they arc not for their own use, but for your astomshment 
I am one tliat knows both bves, and I write this for your con- 
solation You should keep the feast tvith the thought in your 
minds that both parties will soon leave this earthly scene, they 
resigmng their wealth, and you your poverty However, I wall 
write to them as I promised, and am confident that they will not 
disregard what I say H 


III 

Cronus to the Rich, Greeting 

31 I lately received a letter from the poor, complaimng that you 
give them no share of your prospenty They petitioned me in 
general terms to institute commumty of goods and let each 
have his part it was only nght that equably should be estab- 
Lshed, instead of one’s havmg a superfluity while another was 
cut off from pleasure altogether I told them that had better 
be left to 2 ^ns , but their particular festival grievances I con- 
sidered to belong to my own junsdiction, and so I undertook to 
write to you These demands of theirs are moderate enough. 
It seems to me How can we possibly keep the feast (they ask), 
when we are numb vsnth frost and pinched with hunger f if 
I meant them to partiapate, I must compel you to bestow on 
them any clothes that you do not reqmre, or find too heavy for 
your own use, and also to vouchsafe them just a sbght spnnklmg 
of gold K you do this, they engage not to dispute your right 
to your property any further m the court of Zeus Otherwise 
they will demand redistribution the next time he takes his seat 
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upon l}tc bench V/dl, thn n no hezvy cill, conzidenng 
the 7iit property on the portes^ion of vrhich I congratniatc 
jon 

They al o rcoaested ne to merition the subject of dinner:. , 32 
yon vrere to tf em to dirrtr, ir^tead of doling jonr doori 
and daintily ty yonnelvcr, W cn yoa do entertain 

a few of tdiom at long Intcrral:, tf ey say yon mate it rather 
a hnmHiation than an enjoyment ; ewerytliing is done to degrade 
tf ern — tl at mo-n>tron> piece of snobh ihne:,, for instance, the 
gi'.ing diftere'it people different vines It is really a little dis- 
creditable to tficn tTiSt they do not get np and wait ont m 
suck a case, leaving yon in so^e pos,c;,lon Ent tliat is not all ; 
t^ ey tcH me tf e-c L not en<rjgh to drinV estlier , jonr bntle"s’ 
ea's are as inpervions as tlose </ Ody„em’s crew. Otlier 
vc^gant es I can fta-dly hnng mjoelf to name The help ngs 
and tl e waiters a'e co'nplar ed of , tf e latter linger abont yon 
till yon arc fell to 'cpietion, bet post by yonr poor guests at 
a rc' — vntli otle' n;ea'nes.« ha'd^y co'carable in the honse 
o'^ a ge-itlema'- Fo* rirtli and good-fclIowJup it is essential 
that all tl e co~pany be on the sar". footing, if yonr carver 
does rot iCenre ecca^ ty, better 'Ot have one, bnt a general 
lc"a"Lle, 

It rc'ti w th yon to obviate tfese co—plai'ts and seen re 33 
fo'on' a-d a^ectio- ; a I ce-al ty trat costs yon 'othing 
app'eciao^e vni i''p*cs. it.elf penrmre-tly by its tir-’cliness on 
tie ~e~'" of 'ccip'c'ts V/ly, yon' cities vonld rot be 
l^ao-tab'e, if yon fad r vt poo' fellow atizena to mate tfer 
rn-ber vs co-tTonno', to yonr veh-be-'g, yon wonld f.ave 
ro ad' -e-s of yon- weal'.i 1^ yon 1 "ed alo'c with it in the 
ocjuz' *7 r/ 1.0 at.'. Let tfe-e oe p e"t/ to see it ard to 
nawei at yon- s ivt- a'd Jon* exen ite tades, let tferr dnrb 
f ta t', a'd *s tl ey en'J; era" -e tf e goo'et, feel ard 
gw at Its ^ erjoy iti fo-ned wo-irnar^f ip erha'ced ty 



SaUirualtan Letters^ tij iif 

and enhanang the preaousness of the matenal So yon may 
not only gam a reputation for goodness and gemahty, but also 
escape envy, that is a feelmg not directed agamst people 
who let others participate in their prospenty to a reasonable 
eitent, every one prays that they may hve long to enjoy 
It Your present practice results in an unsatisfying hfe, ivith 
none to see your happiness, but plenty to grudge you your 
wealth 

34 It IS surely not so agreeable to gorge yourseM alone, hie a hon 
or an old wolf that has deserted the pad, as to have the com- 
pany of well-bred people who do their best to mate thmgs 
pleasant In the first place they bamsh dull silence from your 
table, and are ready with a good story, a harmless jest, or some 
other contnbution to entertainment , that is the way to please 
the Gods of wine and love and beauty And secondly they win 
you love by spreading abroad next morning your hospitable 
fame These are thmgs that would be cheap at a considerable 
pnce 

35 For I put It to you whether, if bhndness were a regular con- 
coimtant of poverty (fancy is free), you would be mdifl^erent to 
the want of any one to impress with your purple clothes and 
attendant crowds and massive nngs I will not dwell on the 
certainty that plots and ill-feehng will be eiated against you by 
your exclusiveness , suffice it to say that the curses they threaten 
to imprecate upon you are positively homble , God forbid they 
should really be driven to it ' You would never taste sausage 
or pastry more , if the dog’s depredations stopped short of 
completeness, yon would still find a fishy flavour m your soup, 
the boar and the bud would effect an escape to the mountains 
from off the very roasting-jack, and your birds (no matter for 
their being plucked) would be off with a whiz and a whirr to 
the poor men’s tables Worst of all, your pretty cup-bearers 
would turn bald in a nwnklmg — the wine, by the waj, hanng 
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preTionsly all been spilt I now leave 700 to make up your 
minds on the course that the festival proprieties and your 
own safety recommend , these people are extremely poor , a 
fittle rehef will gam you friends worth having at a trifling cost 

H 


IV 

fbe Rub to Cronus, Greeting 

Do you really suppose. Sire, that these letters of the poor 36 
have gone exclusively to your address ? Zeus is qmte deaf 
vfith their clamour, their appeals for redistnbution, their com- 
plamts of Destmy for her unfairness and of us for refusing them 
rdief But Zeus is Zeus , be knows where the fault hes, and 
consequently pays them very little attention However, as the 
authority is at present with you, to you we ivill address our 
defence Having before our eyes all that you have laid down 
on the beauty of assisting out of our abundance those who are 
in want, and the dehght of associating and making merry with 
the poor, we adopted the pnnaple of treatmg them on such 
equal terms that a guest could not possibly have anything to 
complain of 

On their side, they started with professions of wantmg very 37 
little indeed , but that was only the thin edge of the wedge 
Now, if their demands are not instantly and hterally satisfied, 
there is bad temper and offence and talk , their tales may be as 
false as they will, every one beheves them they have been 
there , they must know ' Our only choice was between a 
refusal that meant detestation, and a total surrender that 
meant speedy rum and transfer to the begging class for our- 
selves 

But the worst is to come At table that fifling of the stomach 38 
(of uhich we have by no means the monopolj) does not so com- 
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pletely occupy them but that, when they have drunL a drop 
too much, they find time for familiarities with the attendants 
or saucy comphments to the ladies Then, after being ill at 
our tables, they go home, and next day reproach us with the 
hunger and thirst they feelingly describe If you doubt the 
accuracy of this account, we refer you to your own quondam 
guest Ixion, who being hospitably received by you and treated 
as one of yourselves distinguished himself by his drunken 
addresses to Hera 

39 For these among other reasons we determined to protect 
ourselves by giving them the entree no longer But if they 
ciigsge under your guarantee to make only the moderate de- 
mands they now profess, and to abstain from outraging 
their hosts’ feelings, what is ours shall be theirs , we shall be 
only too glad of their company We will comply with your 
suggestions about the clothes and, as far as may be, about the 
gold, and in fact will do our duty We ask them on their side 
to give up trading on our hospitality, and to be our fnends 
instead of our toadies and parasites If only they will behave 
themselves, you shall have no reason to complain of us 

H 


A FEAST OF LAPITHAE 

Pitlo Lycinus 

Phi Ah, Lyanus, I hear you had a very vaned entertamment 
dimng With Anstaenetus last mght , a philosophic debate 
followed by a sharp difference of opimon, I understand , if 
Charmus’s information was correct, it went as far as blows, 
and the conference had a bloody end 
Ly Channus i he was not there , what can he know about 
It? 
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Pht Diomcns the doctor had told him, he said , he was one 
of you, was he not ? 

Ly Yes, but only later on , he came when the fray was already 
a promismg one, though no blows had yet been struck I doubt 
whether he could have any inteUigible account to give, as he had 
not followed the beginning of the rivalry that was to end in 
bloodshed 

Phi^ Just so , Channus told me to apply to you, if I wanted 2 
a true description of aU the details Diomcus had mentioned 
that he had not been there all through, but said yon knew the 
whole of the facts, and would remember the arguments too, as 
yon are a real student and take more than an outside interest 
in that sort of thing So no more ceremony, please, but spread 
me this most tempting of banquets , its attractions are enhanced 
by the fact that we shall enjoy it soberly, qmetly, without 
bloodshed or danger, whatever regrettable words or deeds the 
old men’s weak heads or the young men’s vinous exaltation may 
have led them into 

Ly What an indiscreet demand, Philo ' What, make the 3 
story pubhc f give a full descnptaon of what men do in their 
cups ? A veil should be dravm over such things , they should 
be ascribed to Dionysus , I am not at all sure that he wdl 
pardon the man who holds aloof from his mystic influence 
I should like to be sure that it does not betray an evil nature 
if you dwell too cunously on what you should forget as you 
leave the dimng-room ' Babble wet, But dry forget,’ goes the 
rhyme It was not nght of Diomcus to blab to Channus, 
bespattenng great philosophers -with stale wine-nnsings No, 
get thee behind me , my hps are sealed 

Phi Coquette ' and you have mistaken your man too , I am 4 
quite aware that you are more eager to tell than I to hear , 

I behove, if you had no one to listen, you would find a pillar or 
statue and out ivith the whole tale to it in one torrent If 



A Feast of Lapithae 129 

I try to make off now, you will never let me go till I have done 
my listemng , you ^vlll hold on to me and pursue me and soliat 
me Then it ivill be my turn to coquet Oh, very well , do 
not trouble to tell me, good-bye, I tvill get it out of some 
one else 

Ly Oh, you needn’t be so hasty I will teU you, if you are 
so set* upon it , only don’t repeat it to everybody 

Pbt If I know anything whatever of you, you tvill take good 
care of that , you will not leave me many to repeat it to 

5 Now begm "mth teUing me whit Anstaenetus ivas grnng the 
banquet for , was it his boy Zeno’s wedding ? 

Ly No, his girl Cleanthis’s — to the son of Euentus the 
banker, a student of philosophy 

Pbt I know , a fine lad , only a lad, though , old enough to 
marry i 

Ly Well, he was the most suitable to be had, I suppose He 
IS a well-behaved youngster, has taken up philosophy, and is 
sole heir to a nch father , so he was the selected bndegroom 
Pbt Ah, no doubt Euentus’s money is a consideration Well, 
and who were the guests f 

6 Ly Why, I need not give you the whole hst , what you want 
IS the philosophers and men of letters There was the old 
Stoic Zenothemis, and with him ‘ Labyrinth ’ Diphilus , Ans- 
taenetus’s son 2Ieno is his pupiL The Penpatetics were repre- 

' sented by Cleodemus — the ready, argumentative person — ^you 
know him , ‘ Sword,’ and ‘ Cleaver,’ his disaples call him And 
then there was Hermon the Epicurean , directly he came in, 
there were queer looks and edgmgs away m the Stoic contingent , 
he might have been a pamade or an outlaw, by the way they 
treated him These had been asked as Anstaenetus’s personal 
friends and momates, under which head come also Histiaeus the 
Lterary man and Dionysodorus the rhetonaan. 

7 Then Chaereas (that is the bnd^room’s name) was respon- 

K 
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Eible for iii£ tutor Ion tie Platonic — a grave reverend man 
remaiiable for tie componire of his expression. He is generally 
spoien of as ‘ Tie Standard,’ so infaDible is his judgement. As 
he valied up tie room, everybody got out of his tvay and 
saluted b^Tn lite some higher being , the great Ion’s presence is 
Kfce an angel’s visit. 

When nearly all the guests had arrived, and tve were to take 8 
our places, the ladies occupied the whole of the table to the 
Tight of the entrance ; there were a good many of them, sur- 
rounding the closely veiled bnde. The table at the far end 
accommodated the general company, m due precedence. 

At the one opposite the ladies, Eucntus had the first place, g 
nth Anstaenetus next him. Then a doubt arose whether the 
next was Zenothemis the Stoic’s, m virtue of his years, or 
Hermon the Epicurean’s, who is pnest of the Tnn Gods \ 
and aLo of the noblest blood in the land. Zenothemis found 
the solution. ‘ Anstaenetus,’ he said, ‘ if you place me below 
this Epicurean (I need not use worse language than iiat), I at 
once leave the room ’ , and callmg his servant he made as if to 
depart. ‘ Have your way, Zenothemis,’ said Hermon, ‘ though, 
whate-er your contempt for Epicurus, etiquette would have 
suggested your giving way to my pnesthood, if I had uo other 
claims ’ ' Pnest and Epicurean • that u a good joke,’ retorted 
Zenothemis, and took the place, with Hermon next how- 
e-er Then came Cleodemus the Penpatenc, Ion with the 
bndegroom, mvself, Diphdus and his pupil Zeno, then Diony- 
sodo-us the rhetonaan and Hisnaeus the hterarv man. 

Ph Upon my word, a very temple of the Muses, peopled lo 
maid- with the learned ' I congratulate Anstaenetus on 
chocring for hia guests on so aosp aom an occasion these patterns 
of wndom , he skimmed the cream ofi every sect m a most 
catfoLc spint. ' 


> Cista- t=d PeCe; 
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Ly Oh, yes, he is not one’s idea of the rich man at all , he 
cares for culture, and gives most of his time to those who 
have It 

11 Well, we fell to, quietly at first, on the ample and vaned fare 
But you do not want a catalogue of soups and pastry and sauces , 
there was plenty of everything At this stage Cleodemus bent 
down to Ion, and said ‘ Do you see how the old man ’ (this 
was 2 ^notheiius , I could overhear their talk) ‘ is stuffing down 
the good things — his dress gets a good deal of the gravy — and 
what a lot he hands back to his servant ? he thinks we cannot 
see him, and does not care whether there tviU be enough to go 
round Just call Lyanus’s attention to him ’ This was quite 
unnecessary, as I had had an excellent view of it for some 
time 

12 Just after Cleodemus had said this, m burst Aladamas the 
cyme He had not been asked, but put a good face upon it 
vnth the usual ' No summons Menelaus waits ’ The general 
opinion clearly was that he was an impudent rogue, and vanons 
people struck m with what came to hand ‘ What, Menelaus, 
art distraught f ’ or, ‘ It liked not Agamemnon, Atreus’ son,’ 
and other neat tags smted to the occasion , but these were all 
asides , no one ventured to make them audible to him Ala- 
damas IS a man uncommonly ‘ good at the war-cry ’ , he vrall 
bark you louder than any dog of them all, hteral or metaphorical , 
my gentlemen all knew he was their better, and lay low 

13 Anstaenetus told him he was quite nght to come , would he 
take a chair and sit behind Histiaeus and Dionysodorus f 
‘ Stuff ' ’ he said , ‘ a soft womamsh tnek, to sit on a chan or 
a stool ' one might as well loll at one’s food half on one’s back, 
like all of you on this soft couch with purple cushions under 
you As for me, I will take my dinner standmg and walking 
about the room If I get tired, I vnll lay my old cloak on the 
ground and prop myself on my elbow like Heracles in the 

K z 
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pictures ’ ‘ Just as you please,’ said Anstaenetus , aud after 
that Aladamas fed •walking round, shifting his quarters like the 
Scythians according to ’where pasturage was richest, and follow- 
ing the servants up as they earned the dishes 

However, he did not let feeding interrupt his energetic ex- 14 
positions of virtue and ■vice, and his scoffs at gold and silver 
What was the good of this multitude of wonderful cups, he 
wanted to know, when earthenware would serve the purpose ? 
Anstaenetus got nd of his obtrusiveness for the moment by 
sigmng to his servant to hand the cyme a huge goblet of potent 
liquor It seemed a happy thought , but he httle knew the 
woes that were to flow from that goblet When Aladamas got 
It, he was quiet for a while, thro'wing himself on the ground m 
dishabille as he had threatened, 'with his elbow planted vertically, 
just in the attitude of the painters’ Heracks with Pboltis 
By this time the ■wine ■was flowing pretty freely everywhere , 1 $ 
healths were drunk, conversation was general, and the hghts 
had come in I now noticed the boy standing near Cleodemus 
— a good-looking cup-bearer — ^to have an odd snule on I sup- 
pose I am to give you all the by-play of the dinner, espeaally 
any tender inadents Well, so I was trying to get at the 
reason for the snule In a httle while he came to take Qeo- 
demus’s cup from him , he gave the boy’s fingers a pinch, and 
handed him up a couple of shdUngs, I think it was, ■with the 
cup The snule appeared again in response to the pinch, but 
I imagine he failed to notice the coins , he did not get hold of 
them, they ivent nnging on the floor, and there were two 
blushing faces to be seen Those round, however, could not 
tell whose the money ■was, the boy saying he had not dropped 
It, and Cleodemus, at whose place it had been heard to fall, not 
confessing to the loss So the matter ■was soon done ivith , 
hardly any one had grasped the situation — only Anstaenetus, 
as far as I could gather He shifted the boy soon after, effecting 
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the transfer without any fuss, ind assigned Cleodemus i strong 
grown-up fellow' who might be a mule or horse groom So 
much for thit business , it would have seriously compromised 
Cleodemus if It had attracted general attention , but it was 
smothered forthwith by Aristaenctus’s tactful handling of the 
offence 

16 Aladamas the cj'nic, who had now emptied lus goblet, after 
finding out the bnde’s name, called for silence , he then faced 
the ladies, and cned out in a loud voice ‘ Cleanthis, I dnni to 
you m the name of my patron Heracles ’ There was a general 
laugh , upon which, ‘ You vile scum,’ says he, ‘ you laugh, do 
you, because I invoke our God Heracles as I toast tlie bnde ? 
Let me tell you that, if she avill not pledge me, she shall never 
bear a son as brave of spirit, as free of judgement, as strong of 
body, as myself ’ And he proceeded to show us more of the said 
body, till It was scarcely decent The company irritated him 
by laughing again , he stood there tvith a wandering wrathful 
eye, and looked as if he were going to make trouble He would 
probably have brought down his stick on somebody’s head, 
but for the timely arrival of an enormous cake, the sight of 
which moUified him , he quieted down, and accompamed its 
progress, eating hard 

17 The rest were mostly flushed with wine by this time, and the 
room was full of clamour Dionysodorus the rhetorician was 
alternately dehvenng speeches of his own composition and 
receiving the plaudits of the servants behind Histiaeus, the 
literary man below him, was making an eclectic mixture of 

, Pindar, Hesiod, and Anacreon, whose collaboration produced 
a most remarkable ode, some of it really prophetic of what was 
soon to come — ‘ Then hide met stubborn hide,’ for instance, 
and ' Uprose the waihngs and the prayers of men ’ Zenothemis 
too had taken a scroU in small ivnting from his servant, which 
he was reading aloud 
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Now came one of the usual slight breaks in the procession of 1 8 
dishes , and Anstaenetus, to avoid the embarrassment of a 
blank, told his jester to come m and talk or perform, by way 
of putting the company still more at their ease So in came 
an ugly fellow vwth a shaven head — just a few hairs standing 
upnght on the crown He danced with dislocations and con- 
tortions, which made him still more absurd, then improvised 
and dehvered some anapaests in an Egyptian accent, and wound 
up with wittiasms on the guests 

Most of them took these in good part , but when it came ig 
to Alcidamas’s turn, and he called him a Maltese poodle 
Aladamas, who had shown signs of jealousy for some time and 
did not at all like the way he was holding every one’s attention, 
lost his temper He threw ofiE his cloak and challenged the 
feUow to a bout of pancratium , otherwise he would let him 
feel his stick So poor Satyrion, as the jester was called, had 
to accept the challenge and stand up A charming spectacle — 
the philosopher sparring and exchanging blows with a buffoon ! 
Some of us were scandahzed and some amused, tiU Aladamas 
found he had his bellyful, being no match for the tough httle 
fellow They gave us a good laugh 

It was now, not long after this match, that Diomcus the doctor 20 
came in He had been detained, he said, by a brain-fever case , 
the patient was Polyprepon the piper, and thereby hung a talc 
He had no sooner entered the room, not knowing how far gone 
the man was, when he jumped up, secured the door, drew a 
dagger, and handed him the pipes, with an order to play them , 
and when Diomcus could not, he took a strap and inflicted 
chastisement on the palms of his hands To escape from this 
perilous position, Diomcus proposed a match, with a scale of 
forfeits to be exacted with the strap He played first himself, 
and then handed over the pipes, receiving in exchange tlic 
' Alcidamas being a cjnic, or ‘dog ’ 
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strap and dagger These he lost no time in sending out of 
wndou into the open court, after uhich it u'as safe to grapple 
tMth him and shout for help , the neighbours broke open the 
door and rescued Inm He shoued us his uealed hands and 
some scratches on his face His storj had as distinguished 
a success as the jester before , he then squeezed himself m by 
Histiacus and dined on at hat a\as left His coming avas pro- 
vidential, and he most useful in the sequel 

21 There noaa appeared a messenger aaho said he brought a 
communication from Hetoemodes the Stoic, aahich his master 
had directed him to read pubhcl}, and then return \S^th 
Anstaenctus’s permis'ion he took it to the lamp, and began 
reading 

Pht The usual thing, I suppose — a pancgjTic on the bnde, 
or an cpithalamium ? 

Ly Just avhat ave took it for , hoaaever, it avas quite another 
story Here are the contents 

22 HETOEMOCLES THE PHILOSOPHER TO JRIS- 

TAENETUS, GREETING 

My vinos on dining are easily dediicibJe from my whole past 
life , though daily importuned by far richer men than you to join 
them, I invariably refuse , I know too well the tumults and follies 
{bat attend the winc-cup But if there is one whose neglect 
1 may fairly resent, it is yoursilf , the fruit of my long and un- 
remitting attentions to you is to find myself not on the roll of your 
friends , I, your next-door neighbour, am singled out for exclusion 
The sting of it is in the personal ingratitude , happiness for me is 
not found in a plate of wild boar or bare or pastry , these I get in 
abundance at the bouses of people who understand the proprieties , 
this very day I might have dined {and well, by all accounts) with 
my pupil Pammenes , but be pressed me to no purpose , I seas 
reserving myself, poor fool, for you 
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But you pass me by, aud feast others I ought not to be sue- 23 
prised , you have not acquired the po'oer of distinguishing merit , 
you have no apprehensive imagination I kno'o whence the blow 
comes , it IS frdm your precious philosophers, Zenothemis and 
Labyrinth, whose mouths {though I would not boast) I could stop 
With a single syllogism Let cither of them tell me, What is Philo- 
sophy P or, not to go beyond the merest elements, how does con- 
dition. di-ffer from constitution/’ for I will not resort to real 
puzzles, as the Homs ‘ , the Sorites * , or the Reaper * W ell, 

I wish you joy of their company As for me, holding as I do that 
nothing IS good but what u right, I shall get over a slight like 
this 

Tou will be kind enough not to resort later to the well-worn 24 
excuse of having forgotten in the hustle of your engagements , I 
have spoken to you twice to-day, in the morning at your house, 
and later when you were sacrificing at the Anaccum This is to 
let your guests know the rights of the case 

If you think it is the dinner I care about, reflect upon the story 25 
of Oeneus , you will observe that, when he omitted Artemis alone 
from the Gods to whom he offered sacrifice, she resented^ it Homer's 
account of it states that he 

Forgot or ne’er bethought him — woeful blindn css ' 

Euripides's begins. 

This land of Calydon, across the gulf 

From Pelops’ land, with all its fertile plain: ■ , 

and Sophocles’s, 

Upon the tilth of Oeneus Lcto's child. 

Far-darting Goddess, loosed a monstrous boa r 

I quote you but these feta of the many passages upotl fj,^ incident, 26 
just to suggest the qualities of him whom you have ff^^ssed over, to 
entertain, and to have your son taught by, t natural 

* See Pitzzia in Nolcf 
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enough , of course, the lad fanacs hm, and finds him dn agreeable 
master ’ If tale-teJhng were not beneath me, I would add a piece 
of information that, if you choose, you can get confirmed by the 
hoy's attendant Zopyrus But a wedding is not a time for un- 
pleasantness or denunciations, especially of ofcnccs so vile Diphiliis 
deserves it richly at my hands, indeed — two pupils he has stolen 
from me — , but for the good name of Philosophy I will hold 
my hand 

27 il/y man has instructions, if you should offer him a portion of 
wild boar or venison or sesame calc to bring me in lieu of my dinner, 
to refuse it I would not have you find the motive of my letter in 
such desires 

28 My dear fellow, I aacnt all hot and cold as tins avas read, 
I aa as praying tint the earth might saa-alloav me up avhen I saav 
cvcr)'body laughing at the different points , the most amused 
aacre those avho kneav Hctoemocles and his aa'hitc hair and 
rca’crcnd looks , it aa'as such a surprise to find the reality behind 
that imposing beard and senous countenance I felt sure 
Anstaenetus had passed him over not in neglect, but because 
he supposed he avould never accept an invitation or have any- 
thing to do aaath festiaitics , he had thought it out of the ques- 
tion, and not aa^orth trying 

29 As soon as the man stopped reading, all eyes avere turned on 
Zeno and Diphilus, avho avere pale avith apprehension, and con- 
firmed by their embarrassment the insinuations of Hctoemocles 
Anstaenetus was uneasy and disturbed, but urged us to dnnl, 
and tried to smooth the matter over aaith an attempt at a smile , 
he told the man he avould see to it, and dismissed him Zeno 
disappeared shortly after , his attendant had signed to him, as 
from his father, to retire 

30 Cleodemus had been on the looL-out for an opportumty , 
he avas spoihng for a fight avith the Stoics, and chafing over the 
difficulty of starting the subject , but the letter had struck the 
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was being their neighbour, came in for a good deal of it Hennon 
bent fortvard, dried his head, and entered a protest Cleo- 
demus, having no wme to reply with, leant over and spat at 
Zenothemis ; at the same time he clutched the old man’s beard 
•with his left hand, and was aiming a blow which would have 
killed him, when Anstaenetus arrested it, stepped over Zeno- 
themis, and lay dotvn betiveen -the two, mabng himself a buffer 
in the interests of peace. 

34 All this time, Philo, my thoughts were busy enough with the 
old commonplace, that after all it is no use having all theory 
at your finger’s ends, if you do not conform your conduct to 
the nght Here were these masters of precept making them- 
selves perfectly ndiculous in practice Then it vras borne in 
upon me that possibly the -vulgar notion is nght, and culture 
only misleads the people who are too much tvrapt up in 
books and boobsh ideas Of all that philosophic company 
there was not a man — not so much as an accidental excep- 
tion — ^who could pass muster , if his conduct did not condemn 
him, his words did yet more fatally I could not make the 
wine responsible, either , the author of that letter was fasting 
and sober. 

35 Things seemed to go by contranes , you might see the 
ordinary people beha'ving quite properly at table , no noting 
and disorder there , the most th^ did was to laugh at and, no 
doubt, censure the others, whom they had been accustomed to 
respect and to credit -with the quahties their appearance sug- 
gested It was -the 'Wise men who made beasts of themselves, 
abused each other, over-fed, shouted and came to blows 
I thought one could find no better rllustration for our dinner 
than the poets’ story of Ens When she was not invited to 
Peleus’s nup-tials, she threw that apple on the table which 
brought about the great Trojan war Hetoemocles’s letter as 
just such an apple, woeful Iliad and all 
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For buffer-Anstaenetos had proved ineffectual, and the 36 
quarrel between Zenothemis and Cleodcmus was proceeding 
‘ For the present,’ said the latter, ‘ I am satisfied with exposing 
pour Ignorance , to-morrow I will give you your deserts more 
adequately Pray explain, 2h:nothemi8, or the reputable Diphilus 
for you, how it is that you Stoics class the acquisition of wealth 
among the things indifferent, and then concentrate your whole 
efforts upon it, hang perpetually about the nch to that end, 
lend money, screw out your usury, and take pay for your teach- 
ing Or again, if you hate pleasure and condemn the Epi- 
cureans, how comes it that you will do and endure the meanest 
things for it f you resent it if you are not asked out , and when 
you are, you eat so much, and convey so much more to your 
servant’s keeping’ — and he interrupted himself to make a grab 
at the napkin that 2^nothcmis’s boy was holding, full of all 
sorts of provender , he meant to get it away and empty the 
contents on the floor , but the boy held on too tight 

‘ Quite right, Cleodcmus,’ said Hermon , ‘ let them tell us 37 
why they condemn pleasure, and yet expect more of it than 
any one else ’ ‘ No, no,’ says Zcnotheinis , ‘ you give us yoiif 
grounds, Cleodcmus, for saying wealth is not a thing indifferent ’ 

‘ No, I tell yon , let us have your case ’ So the see-saw went 
on, till Ion came out of his retirement and called a truce ‘ I 
will give you,’ he said, ‘ a theme worthy of the occasion , and 
you shall speak and listen without trying for personal triumphs , 
take a leaf from our Plato this time ’ ‘ Hear, hear,’ from the 

company, cspeaally from Aristacnctus and Euentus, who hailed 
this escape from unpleasantness The former now went back 
to his own place, confident of peace 

The repast,’ as they call it, had just made its appearance, 38 
each guest was served with a bird, a slice of wild boar, a portion 
of hare, a fned fish, some sesame cakes and sweet-meats — all these 
to be taken liomc if the guest chose Every man Iiad not a 
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sepante di'^h, however, Anstacnetus and Euentus shared one 
little table, from which each was to take what belonged to him , 
so Zenothemis the Stoic and Hermon the Epicurean , Cleode- 
mus and Ion had the third table, the bridegroom and I the next , 
Diphilus had a double portion, by the absence of Zeno Re- 
member these details, Philo , you avill find they bear on the story 
Pht Trust me 

39 Ly Ion proceeded ‘ I wU start, then, if you wish it ’ He 
reflected a moment, and then ‘ With so much talent in the 
room, no less a subject might seem indicated than Ideas In- 
corporeals, and the Immortahty of the Soul On the other 
hand our dii ergent vieivs might male that too controversial , 
so I will take the question of marriage, and say what seems 
appropnatc The counsel of perfection here would be to dis- 

' pense with it, and be satisfied, according to the prescnption 
of Plato and Socrates, with contemplating male beauty So, and 
only so, IS absolute virtue to be attained But if marriage is ad- 
mitted as a practical necessity, then we should adopt the Platonic 
system of holding our wives in common, thus obviating nvahty ’ 

40 The unseasonableness of these remarks raised a laugh And 
Dionysodorus had another cntiasm ‘ Spare us these provin- 
ciahsms,’ he said , ‘ or give us your authonty for “ nvahty ” ’ 

‘ Such carpings are beneath contempt,’ was the pohte reply 
Dionysodorus was about to return the comphment with interest, 
when our good man of letters mtervened ‘ Stop,’ said His- 
tiaeus, ' and let me read you an epithalamium ’ 

41 He at once went off at score, and I think I can reproduce 
the effusion 

Or like, in Anstaenetus’s hall, 

Cleanthis, softly nurtured bnght pnneess, 
Surpassing other beauties virginal, 

^ Cythera’s Queen, or Helen’s lovelmess. 

* See Plato in Notes 
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This opened the lips of the Indies , most of them indeed jumped 
dorni into the battle’s interspace, led by the young man’s 
mother, as soon as she saw his blood flomng , the bride too 
was startled from her place by terror for him Meanwhile 
Alcidamas was in his glory raamtaimng the cause of Zenothemis , 
down came his sticl on Clcodcmus’s skull, he injured Hermon’s 
jaw, and severely wounded several of the servants who tried to 
protect them The otlicr side were not beaten, however, 
Cleodcmus with levelled finger was gouging out Zcnothemia’s 
eye, not to mention fastening on his nose and biting a piece off 
It , and tv hen Diphilus came to Zcnothcmis’s rescue, Hermon 
pitched him head first from the couch 
45 Histiacus too was wounded in trying to part the pair , it was 
a lack in the teeth, I think, from Clcodemus, who took him for 
Diphilus So the poor man of letters lay * disgorging blood,’ 
as his own Homer describes it It was a scene of tumult and 
tears. The women were hanging over Chaereas and waihng, 
the other men trying to restore peace The great centre of 
destruction was Aladamas, who after routing the forces im- 
mediately opposed to him was striking at whatever presented 
Itself Many a man had fallen there, be sure, had he not 
broken his stick I was standing close up to the wall watching 
the proceedings m which I took no part , Histiaeus’s fate had 
taught me the dangers of intervention It was a sight to recall 
the Lapithae and Centaurs — ^tables upside down, blood in 
streams, bowls hurtling in the air 
46 At last Alcidamas upset the lamp, there was a great darkness, 
and confusion was worse confounded It was not so easy to 
procure another light, and many a horrid deed was done in the 
dark When some one came at last with a lamp, Aladamas 
was discovered stripping and applying compulsion to the flute- 
girl, and Dionysodorus proved to have been as incongruously 
engaged , as he stood up, a goblet rolled out of his bosom. His 
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DEMOSTHENES 

AN ENCOMIUM 

A LITTLE before noon on the sixteenth, I was walking in the 
Porch — It was on the left-hand side as you go out — , when 
Thersagoras appeared , I dare say he is known to some of you 
— short, hook-nosed, fair-compleiioned, and virde He drew 
nearer, and I spoke ‘ Thersagoras the poet Whence, and 
whither ? ’ ‘ From home, hither,’ he rephed ‘ Just a stroll ? ’ 
I asked ‘ Why, I do need a stroll too,’ he said ‘ I got up in 
the small hours, impressed with the duty of making a poetic 
offering on Homer’s birthday ’ ' Very proper,’ said I , ‘ a good 
way of paying for the education he has given you ’ ' That was 
how I began,’ he continued, ' and time has ghded by till now 
It IS just upon noon , that was what I meant by saying I wanted 
a stroll 

2 ‘ However, I wanted something else much more — an inter- 

view with this gentleman ’ (and he pointed to the Homer , 
you know the one on the right of the Ptolemies’ shrine, with 
the hair hanging loose) , ‘ I came to greet him, and to pray for 
a good flow of verse ’ ‘ Ah,’ I sighed, ‘ if prayers would do it ' 
in that case I should have given Demosthenes a worrying for 
assistance against its birthday If prayers availed, I would join 
my wishes to yours , for the boons we desire are the same ’ 
'Well, I put dovra to Homer,’ he rephed, ' my faahty of this 
mght and morning , ardours divine and mystic have possessed 
me But you shall judge Here are my tablets, which I have 
brought with designs upon any idle friend I might hght upon , 
and you, I rejoice to see, are idle ’ 

3 ' Ah, you lucky man ' ’ I exclaimed , ‘ you are like the winner 

of the three miles, who had washed off the dust, and could 
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account of the matter was that Ion had picked it up in the 
confusion, and given it him to save it from damage ’ for -which 
piece of carefulness Ion was wilhng to receive credit 

So the party came to an end, tears being resolved in the 47 
laughter at Aladamas, Dionysodorus and Ion The wounded 
were borne off in sad case, especially old Zenothemis, holding 
one hand on his nose and the other on his eye, and bellowing 
out that the agony was more than he could bear Hermon 
was in poor condition himself, ha-ving lost a couple of teeth , 
but he could not let this piece of evidence go , ‘ Bear in mind, 
Zenothemis,’ he called out, ‘ that you do not consider pam 
a thing indifferent ’ The bridegroom, who had been seen to 
by Diomcus, was also taken off -with his head m bandages — in 
the carriage in which he was to have taken his bnde home It 
had been a sorry weddmg-feast for him, poor fellow Diomcus 
had done what he could for the test, they were taken home to 
bed, and very ill most of them were on the way Aladamas 
stayed where he was , it was impossible to get nd of him, as 
he had thrown himself down anyhow across a couch and fallen 
asleep 

And now you know all about the banquet, my dear Philo , 48 
a tragedy epdogue seems called for 

Hidden power sways each hour 

Men propose, the Gods dispose . 

Fad surmises, come surprises 

It was the unespected that came to pass here, at any rate 
Well, hve and leam , I know now that a qmet man had better 
keep clear of these feasts of reason. H 
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A LITTLE before noon on the sixteenth, I ivas walking in the 
Porch — It was on the left-hand side as you go out — , when 
Thersagoras appeared , I dare say he is known to some of you 
— short, hook-nosed, fair-compleiioned, and virile He drew 
nearer, and I spoke ‘ Thersagoras the poet Whence, and 
whither ? ’ ‘"From home, hither,’ he rephed ‘ Just a stroll ? ’ 
I asked ' Why, I do need a stroll too,’ he said ‘ I got up in 
the small hours, impressed ivith the duty of making a poetic 
offering on Homer’s birthday ’ ‘ Very proper,’ said I , ‘ a good 
way of paying for the education he has given you ’ ‘ That was 
how I began,’ he continued, ‘ and time has ghded by toll now 
It IS just upon noon , that was what I meant by saying I wanted 
a stroll 

2 ‘ However, I wanted something else much more — an inter- 
view with this gentleman ’ (and he pointed to the Homer , 
you know the one on the right of the Ptolemies’ shrine, vnth 
the hair hangmg loose) , ‘ I came to greet him, and to pray for 
a good flow of verse ’ ‘ Ah,’ I sighed, ‘ if prayers would do it ’ 
in that case I should have given Demosthenes a worrying for 
assistance against hts birthday If prayers availed, I would join 
my wishes to yours , for the boons we desire are the same ’ 
‘ Well, I put down to Homer,’ he rephed, ‘ my facihty of this 
mght and mormng , ardours divine and mystic have possessed 
me But you shall judge Here are my tablets, which I have 
brought with designs upon any idle friend I might hght upon , 
and you, I rejoice to see, are idle ’ 

3 ‘ Ah, you lucky man ' ’ I exclaimed , ‘ you are hke the winner 
of the three miles, who had washed oflF the dust, and could 
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amuse himsplf for the rest of the day He was minded to crack 
a story with the wreatler, when the wresthng was next on the 
programme , but the wrestler asked him whether he had felt 
like cracking stones when he toed the line just now You 
have won your poetic three miles, and want me to minister to 
your amusement just as I am shivermg at the thought of my 
hundred yards ’ He laughed ‘ Why, how will it make thmgs 
worse for you ? ’ 

‘ Ah, you probably consider Demosthenes of much less 4 
account than Homer You, are very proud of your eulogy on 
Homer , and is Demosthenes a hght matter to me J ’ ‘A 
trumped up charge,’ he exclaimed , ‘ I am not gomg to sow 
dissension between these two mighty ones, though it is true my 
own allegiance is rather to Homer * 

' Good,’ I said, ‘ and you must allow me to give nune to 5 
Demosthenes But, though you do not disqualify my subject, 

I am sure you think poetry the only real treatment , you feel 
about mere rhetonc what the cavalryman feels as he gallops 
past the infantry ’ ‘ I hope I am not so mad as that,’ he said, 

‘ though a considerable touch of madness is required of him 
who would pass the gates of poetry ’ ‘ If you come to that, 

prosc catmot do without some divme inspiration either, if it is 
not to be flat and common ’ He adnutted that at once ‘ I 
often dehght myself with companng passages from Demosthenes 
and other prose ivnters with Homer in point of vehemence, 
pungency, hre “ Flown with wine ” I pair off against the 
revelhngs and dancings and debauchery of Ptulip , “ One pre- 
sage that ne’er faiL ‘ ” finds its counterpart in “ It is for brave 
men, foundmg themselves upon brave hopes — ” , " Howwould 
old Peleus, lord of steeds, repine — ” is matched by “ What 
a cry of lamentation would go up from the men of those dajs 

' Homsr, II nu 243 ‘ Oae omea u best — to fight for our own 

country ’ 
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who laid down their hvcs for glory and freedom — ” , “ fluent 
Python ” reminds me of Odysseus’s “ snow-flake speech ” , " If 
’twere our lot neither to age nor die,” I illustrate by “ For every 
man’s life must end in death, though he shut himself up in a 
narrow chamber for safer keeping ” In fact the instances are 
numberless m which they attack their meamng by the same 
road 

6 ‘ I love too to study his feelings and moods and transitions, the 
variety wth which he combats weariness, his resumptions after 
digression, the charm of his opportune illustrations, and the 
nevcr-faihng native purity of his style 

7 ‘It has often struck me about Demosthenes — for I will tell 
the whole truth out — that that looser of the bonds of speech 
rebukes Atheman slackness with a digmty that is lacking in 
the ” Greckesscs ” used by Homer of the Greeks , and again 
he maintains the tragic intensity proper to the great Hellenic 
drama more consistently than the poet who inserts speeches at the 
very crisis of battle and allows energy to evaporate in words 

8 ‘ As often as I read Demosthenes, the balanced clauses, the 
rhythmic movement and cadence, make me forget that this is 
not my beloved poetry, for Homer too abounds in contrast 
and parallel, in figures startling or simple It is a provision of 
nature, I suppose, that each faculty should have its proper 
equipment attached to it How should I scorn your Muse ? 
I know her powers too well 

9 ‘ None the less, I consider my task of a Homeric encomium 
twice as difficult as your praise of Demosthenes , not because 
It must be m verse, but from the nature of the material , I 
cannot lay down a foundation of fact to build the edifice of 
praise upon , there is nothmg but the poems themselves Every- 
thing else IS uncertain — his country, his family, his tune If 
there had been any uncertainty about them. 

Debate and strife had not divided men , 
n 2 
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but as It 13, they give him for a country los or Colophon or 
Cumae, Chios, Smyrna, or Egyptian Thebes, or half a hundred 
other places , his father may be hlaeon the Ly di a n, or he may 
be a nver , his mother is now Melanope, and now m defaidt of 
satisfactoiy human descent a dryad , his time is the Heroic 
Age, or ebe perhaps it is the lomc. There is no hnowmg for 
certain whether he was before or after Hesiod, even , and no 
wonder, considermg that some object to his very name, and 
wdl have him Melcsigenes instead. So too with his poverty, 
and his bhndness However, all these questions are best left 
alone. So you see the arena open to my panegyric is extremely 
lumtcd , my theme is a poet and not a man of action , I can 
infer and collect his wisdom only from his verses 

'Toit wotL, now, can be reeled smoothly off out of hand, lo 
you have your defimte known facts , the butcher’s meat is 
there, only needmg to be garnished with the sauce of your 
words History supphes you with the greatness and distmcaon 
of Demosthenes , it is all known , his country was Athens, the 
splendid, the famous, the bulwark of Hellas Now if 1 could 
have laid hands on Athens, I might have used the poet’s nght 
to mtroducc the loves and judgements and sojourns there of 
the Gods, the gifts they lavuhed on it, the tale of Eleusis As 
for Its lawa and courts and festivals, its Piraeus and its colomcs, 
the memorials set up m it of victory by land and sea, Demo- 
sthenea himself is the authority for saymg that no words could 
do justice to them My matenal would have been meihaus- 
tible , and I could not have been accused of hangmg up my 
true theme , the formula of panegyric mcludes the arraymg of 
the man in the splendours of his country So too Isocrates 
ekes out hia Helen by mtroduang Theseus It is true that 
poets have their privileges , and perhaps joj have to be more 
careful about your proportions , there must not be too much 
sack to the pros crbial halfpennjnvorth of bread 
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■ W.U tkcB, Ut 60 . t«< )»' ■)«“““ 
attothtt «ppott « hi iKhti’i 'ioUh-th« SoU™ 
which Pmdar hkes- , iox to be tciponublc for ptoMdics \s a 
ship was to be among the richest Athenians m those da) r. And 
though he died while Dunosthcncs wa, quite a child, we ate 
not to count his orphan state a disaster , it led to the diuinction 
that brought his splendid gifts into notice 
‘Tradition giies us no hint of how Homer ssas educated or 
developed his powers , the pancgjnst must plunge straight into 
his words, and can find nothing to tali, about in his breeding and 
training and pupilage, he has not cicn the resource of that 
Hesiodic spng of bay which could made a facile poet out of 
a shepherd But think of your abundance m this branch 
of the subject There is Calhstratus and all the might) roll of 
orators, Aladamas, Isocrates, Isacus, Eubuhdes Then again, 
at Athens even those who were subject to paternal control had 
countless temptations to indulgence, youth is the susceptible 
tune, a neglected ward could have hved as irregular a life as he 
chose, and yet the objects that Demosthenes set up for himself 
were philosophjr and patnousm, and the doors they took him 
to not Phryne’s, but those of Aristotle and Theophrastus, 
Xeuocrates and Plato 

13 And so, my dear sir, your way is open to a disquisition upon 
the two kinds of human love, the one sprung of a desire that is 
like the sea, outrageous, fierce, stormily rocking the soul , it is 
a true sea ivave, which the earthly Aphrodite sets rolling with 
the tempestuous passions of youth , but the other is the steady 
drawing of a golden cord from heaven , it does not scorch and 
pierce and leave festenng wounds , it impels towards the pure 
.«i M 01 ibiotate 

w' 

H ' £„d „« tb= way. AoueI, ,h.t w,y mvolv, , shaven 
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head, a caveru dwelling, a discouraging mirror and pumnve-- 
sword, a disciplining of the tongue, a belated apprenticeship to 
the actor’s art, a straining of the memory, a conquest over 
clamour, and a borrowing of night hours to lengthen toilsome 
days ^ AH this your Demosthenes endured, and who knows 
not what an orator it made of him ? his speech packed with 
thought and terse of language, himself convinang in his know- 
ledge of human nature, as splendid in the elevation as mighty 
in the force of his sentiments, the master and not the slave of 
his words and his ideas, ever fresh with the graces of his art He 
IS the one orator whose speech has, in the bold phrase of Leo- 
sthenes, at once the breath of hfe and the strength of wrought 
iron 

‘ Calhsthenes remarked of Aeschylus that he wrote his tragedies 1 5 
m wine, which lent vigour and warmth to his work With 
Demosthenes it ivas otherwise , he composed not on wine but 
on water , whence the witticism of Demades, that most men’s 
tongues are regulated by water’, but Demosthenes’s pen was 
subject to the same influence And Pytheas detected the smell 
of the nudmght oil m the very perfection of the speeches 
Well, there is much in common between your subject and mine, 
so far as this branch of them is concerned , on Homer’s ■poems 
I was no worse off than you are 

‘ But when you come to your hero’s acts of humamty, his 16 
pecumary sacrifices, his grand pohtical achievements ’ (and he 
was going on in full swing to the rest of the catalogue, when 
I interrupted, tvith a laugh ‘ Must I be dowsed with the 
remainder of your canful, good bath-man f ’ ‘ Most certainly,’ 
he retorted, and went straight on), ‘ the pubhc entertainments 

* See Demosthmcs in Notes. 

’ Speeches m the law courts had a time limit appomtcd, which was 
measured by the water clock or clepsydra, generally called simply * the 
water,’ ‘ my water,’ ‘ his water,’ &c 
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he give, the public burdcni he a< 5 uincJ, the ‘hip>, the wall, 
the trench he conuibutcvi to, the pruoners he raii^omtJ, the 
girlj he portioned, Iu> aJtniriblc joliev, the emba*' ics he served 
an, the bus he ^.oc paued, the nngliu i suci he was concerned 
tti — wh), then I cannot but laugh to see )our conuaeled 
bro«\s, as it a recital of the exploits ot Dcmosthencj co ill lack 
Ti\ alter '* 

17 ‘ I belie. cjou think, m) good nun,’ I protested, ‘ lint I have 
never had the deeds of Demo.thenci drummed into nie , I 
should be singular among rhetoncniu, then ' ' It w is on the 
aMumpiion,’ he uid, ‘ implied b) >qu, that we want assistance 
But perhapj )uur ease u a xevy different one, is the light so 
bright that )ou cannot manage to fix )our c)cs on the daizlmg 
glor)' of Demoitheiics ? Well, I w 11 rather like that about 
Homer at first Indeed, I came very near turning mine an ly, 
thinking I could not possibl) face my subject However, I got 
over It tomehou or other, became gradually mured, as it 
were, superior to the weakness of vision tJut would have con- 
demned me for a bastard eagle and no true son of Homer 

18 ' But now here is another great advantage that I consider jou 
have over me 1 he poetic facult) has a single aim , from which 
It follows that Homer’s glorv must be bid hold of at once and 
as a whole You on the other hand, if jou were to attempt 
dealing with the whole Demosthenes all at once, would never 
know what to say ; jou would waver and not be able to set your 
thoughts to work You would be like tlic gourmand at a Sicilian 
banquet, or the aesthete who has a thousand debghtful sights and 
sounds presented to him at once , they do not know which way 
to turn for thur conflicting desires I suspect that you too arc 
distracted and find concentration impossible , all round you are 
the varied attracuons — his magnanimity, his fire, his orderly 
life, his oratorical force and practical courage, the endless oppor- 
tunities of gain that he scorned, his justice, humamty, honour, 
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spint, sagaaly, and each of all his great services to his country'. 

It may well be that, when you behold on this side decrees, 
ambassadors, speeches, laws, on the other, fleets, Euboea, Boeotia, 
Chios, Rhodes, the Hellespont, Byzantium, you are pulled to 
and fro among these too numerous mvitations, and cannot tell 
which to accept 

‘ Pmdaronce found himself m a similar difficultywith an over- 19 
abimdant theme , 

Ismenus ? Meha’s distaff golden-bnght f 

Cadmus ? the race from dragon’s teeth that came ? 

Thebe’s dark orclet ? the aU-danng ncught 
Of Heracles f great Bacchus’ merry fame ? 

White-armed Harmoma’s bndal ? — Ay, but which ? 

My Muse, we’re poor m that we are too rich 

You, I dare say, are m the same quandary Logic and life, 
rhetoric and philosophy, populanty and death — ay, but which ? 

‘ The maze is qmte easy to escape from, though , you have 20 
only to take hold of one single clue, no matter which — ^his 
oratory, if you will, so that it is taken by itsdf — , and stick to 
that one throughout your present discourse You will have 
ample material , his oratory is not of the Penclean type Pen- 
cles could bghten and thunder, and he could hit the right nad 
on the head , so much tradition tells us , but we have nothmg 
to judge for ourselves by, no doubt because, beyond the momen- 
tary impression produced, there was m his performances no 
element of permanence, nothing that could stand the searching 
test of time But ivith Demosthenes’s work — well, that it 
■wdl be your province to deal with, if your choice goes that 
way 

‘ Or if you prefer his character, or his pohcy, it will be well 21 
to isolate some particular detail — ^if yon are greedy you may pick 
out two or three — which ivill give you qmte enough to^o upon ; 
so great was he at every pomt And for such specialmng we 
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ha% e Homer’s example , the compliments he pays his heroes 
are attached to parts of them, their feet, their heads, their hair, 
e\cn their shields or something they have on, and the Gods 
seem to have had no objccuon to poets’ basing their praises 
merely on a distaff, a bow, or the aegis , a hmb or a quahty 
must pass still more easily , and as for good acuons, it is im- 
possible to gi\e an exhaustive hst of them Demosthenes 
accordingly wll not blame you for confining your eulogy to 
one of his merits, espeoally as to celebrate the whole of them 
worthily uould be beyond even bts powers * 

22 When Thersagoras had finished this harangue, I remarLed 

* Your intention is plain , I am to be convinced that you are 
more than a good poet , so you have constructed your prose 
Demosthenes as a pendant to your verse Homer ’ ‘ No, no,’ 
he said , ‘ what made me run on so long was the idea that, if 
I could ease your mind by shoiving how hght your tasl was, 
I should have secured my hstener ’ ‘ Then let me tell you that 
your object has not been furthered, and my case has only been 
aggravated ’ ‘ A fine doctor I seem to be ' ’ he said ‘ Not 
knowing where the difficulty hes,’ I continued, ‘you are a 
doctor who mistakes his patient’s ailment and treats him for 
another ’ ' How so ? ’ 

‘ You have been prescnbmg for the troubles that would 
attend a first attempt , unfortunately it is years and years since 
I got through that stage, and your remedies are quite out of 
date ’ ‘ Why, then,’ he exclaimed, ‘ the cure is complete , 
nobody is nervous about a road of which he knows every inch ’ 

23 ‘ Ah, but then I have set my heart upon reversmg the feat 
that Anmeens of Cyrene exhibited to Plato and his friends 
To show what a fine driver he was, he drove round the Academy 
time after time exactly in his own track, which looked after it 
as if It had only been traversed once Now my endeavour is 
just the opposite, to avoid my old tracks , and it is by no means 
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so eas7 to keep out of the rats ’ ‘ Panson’s is the tnch for you,’ 
he said ‘ What is that ? I never heard of it.’ 

‘ Pauson the painter was commissioned to do a horse rolling 24 
He pamted one gallopmg in a cloud of dust As he was at work 
upon It, his patron came in, and complained that this was not 
what he had ordered Pauson just tamed the picture upside 
down and told his man to hold it so for inspection , there was 
the horse roUing on its bacL’ ‘ Yon dear mnocent ' ’ I said , 

' do you suppose I have kept my picture turned the same way 
all these years ? It has been shifted and tilted at every con- 
ceivable angle, tdl I begin to have apprehensions of endmg hie 
Proteus ’ ‘ And how was that f ’ ' Oh, I mean the issue of 
his attempts to evade human observation , when he had ex- 
hausted all shapes of ammals and plants and elements, finding 
no metamorphosis left him, he had to be Proteus again.’ 

‘ You have more shifts than ever Proteus had,’ he said, * to 25 
get off hearmg my poem,’ 

' Oh, do not say that,’ said I , ‘ off goes my burden of care, 26 
and I am at your service Perhaps when you have got over 
your own pains of child-birth you will show more feeling for 
my dehcate state ’ 

He hied the offer, we settled down on a convement stone 
step, and I bstened to some excellent poetry In the middle of 
reading he was seized with an idea, did up his tablets, and said 
‘ You shall have your hearer’s fee, as well deserved as an Athenian’s 
after a day in court or assembly Thank me, please ’ ‘ I do, 

before I know what for But what may it be ’ ’ ‘It was in 
the Macedoman royal archives that I came acrois the book , 

I was dehghted tvith it at the time, and tool coiuiderable 
trouble to secure it , it has just come mto my head that I have 
It at home It contains, among details of AunpatePs manage- 
ment of the household, facts about Demosthenes that I think 
you ivtU find worth your best attention ’ ‘ Yon shall have 
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payment on the spot,’ I said, ‘ m the shape of an audience for 
the rest of your verses , and moreover I sliall not part with you 
till your promise is fulfilled You have given me a luscious 
Homer birthday dinner , and it seems you are to be at tlie 
charges of the Demosthenes one too ’ 

27 He read to the end, we stayed long enough for me to give 
tlie poem its meed of praise, and then adjourned to lus house, 
where after some search the book was found I took it away 
with me, and on further acquaintance was so much impressed 
by It that I shall do no ediung, but read it you toiidem verbis 
Asclepius IS not less honoured if his worshippers, in default of 
original compositions, ha\c the hymns of Isodemus or Sophocles 
performed before him , there is a failure nowadays in tlie supply 
of new plays for Dionysus , but those who produce the works 
of old masters at the proper season have the credit all the same 
of honouring the God 

28 This book, then (the part of the state records that concerns 
us 13 the conversation I shall give you) — the book informs 
us that Archias’s name was announced to Antipater In case 
any of my younger hearers should not know the fact already, 
this Archias had been charged with the arrest of all exiles In 

' particular, he was to get Demosthenes from Calauna into 
Antipater’s presence, but rather by persuasion than by force 
Antipater was excited about it, hoping that Demosthenes might 
arrive any day So, hearmg that Archias was come from Calauna, 
he gave orders for his instant admittance 

29 When he entered — but you shall have the conversation as it 
stands 

Archias Antifater 
Ar Is It well with you, Antipater f 
Ant It IS well, if you have brought Demosthenes 
At I have brought him as I might I have the um that 
holds his remains 
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Ant Ha ? my hopes are dashed What avail ashes and ums, 
if I have not Demosthenes ? 

At The soul, 0 King, may not be prisoned in a man’s own 
despite 

Ant Why took you him not alive J 

At We took him 

Ant And he lias died on the way f 

At He died where he was, in. Calauna 

Ant Your neglect is to blame , you took not due care of him 

At Nay, it hes not at our door 

Ant What mean you ? These are riddles, Archias , you took 
him ahve, and you have him not ? 

At Was It not your charge that we should use no force at 30 
first ? Yet indeed we should have fared no better if we had , 
we did intend it 

Ant You did not well, even in the intention , it may be your 
violence killed him 

At No, we killed him not, but if we could not persuade 
him, there was nothing for it but force But, O Kmg, how 
had you been the better off, if he had come ahve f you could 
have done no more than kill him 

Ant Peace, Archias ' methinks you comprehend neither the 3* 
nature of Demosthenes, nor my mind You think there is no 
more in the finding of Demosthenes than in the hunting down 
such scoundrels as Himeraeus or Aristomcus or Eucrates , these 
are hke swollen torrents — mean fellows m themselves, to whom 
a passing storm gives brief importance , they make a brave show 
while the disturbance lasts , but they are as sure to vamsh soon 
as the wind to fall at evening The recreant Hyperides is 
another — a selfish demagogue, who took no shame to curry 
favour with the mob by libelling Demosthenes, and make him- 
self Its instrument for ends that his dupes soon wished they 
had never attained , for the hbels had not long borne their 
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fruit before tbe bbelled was reinstated witb more honour than 
Alcibiades himself But what recked Hyperides ? he scrupled 
not to use against what had once been dearest to him the tongue 
that he deserved, even by that imquity, to lose 
2 Ar How ? was Demosthenes not our enemy of enemies ? 

Ant Not in the eyes of one who cares for an honourable 
nature, and loves a sincere consistent character The noble is 
noble, though it be in an enemy, and virtue has no country 
Am I meaner than Xences i he could admire Bulls and Sperchi? 
the Spartans, and release them when they were in his power. 
No man that ever hved do I admire more than Demosthenes , 
twice I was in his company at Athens (in hurried times, it is 
true), and I have heard much from others, and there is his work 
to judge by And what moves me is not his skill m speech. 
You might well suppose so , Python was nothing, matched with 
him, and the Attic orators but babes m comparison with his 
fimsh and intensity, the music of his words, the clearness of his 
thoughts, his chains of proof, his cumulative blows We found 
our mistake when we hstened to Python and his promises , we 
had gathered the Greeks to Athens to see the Athemans confuted , 
It was Demosthenes who confuted us But no words of mine 
can describe the power of his eloquence 
33 Yet to that I give but a secondary place, as a tool the man 
used It was the man himself I marvelled at, his spirit and his 
wisdom, and the steadiness of soul that steered a straight course 
through all the tempests of fortune with never a craven impulse 
And Phihp was of my mind about him , when a speech of his 
before the Athenian assembly against Phihp was reported, 
Parmemo was angry, and made some bitter jest upon him 
But Phdip said Ab, Farmenio, he bos a right to say wbat be 
■pleases t be ts the only popular orator in all Greece whose name 
u missing in my secret service accounts^ though I would far rather 
have put myself in hu hands than tn those of clerks and third-rate 
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actors All the tribe of them are doom for gold, Umber, rents, 
cattle, land, in BocoUa if not in Macedonia^ , but the icalls of 
Byzantium are not more proof against the battering-ram than 
Demosthenes against gold 

This IS the toay I look at it, Parmenio An Athenian coho 34 
speaking in Athens prefers me to his country shAl hact of my 
money, but not of my fnendsbtp > as for one echo hates me for his 
country's sake, I cotll assault him as 1 mould a citadel, a ccall, 
a dock, a trench, but 1 have only admiration for bis virtue, and 
congratulations for the State that possesses him The other kirA 
' should like to crush as soon as they have sirved my purpose , but 
m 1 ccould sooner have here coith us than the Illyrian and Trtbal- 
an horse and all my mercenaries , arguments that carry couaic- 
on, cseigbt of intelhet, I do not put beloco force of arms 
That was to Parmenio , and he said much the same to me. 35 
t the time of the Atheman expedition under Diopithea, I was 
sry annous, but Phihp laughed at me heartily, and said Are 
lu afraid of these to-am-bred generals and their men? Their 
iet, their Piraeus, their docks, I snap my fingers at them What 
to he looked for from piople cchost ccorship u of Dionysos, cchose 
fe IS in feasting and dancing ? If Dtinosthenes, and not a man 
•sides, had been subtracted from Athens, cce should have had it 
itb less trouble than Thebes or Thessaly , ducit and force, energy 
id corruption, ccould soon have done the thing But he is ever 
•cake , he misses no occasion , he makes move for move arA 
unters every stroke Not a tnck of ours, not an attempt begun 
■ only thought of, but he has intelligence of it , in a 'cord he is 
e obstacle that stands beturecn us and the sccift attainn^nt of 
ir ends It ccas little fault of bis that cce took Amplipolu, ih^t 
e ccon Olynthus, Phocis, Thermopylae, that cce are masters of 
eCC Hellespont 

* To get a meaumg, I traiu’ate aj though the Grevk, luitcad oi ou Bom 
Tias ci5 lv3a ti foj, \scre iJ fiiv Boeoirias, i 5* oda 
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36 He rouses hts reluctant countrymen out of their opiate sleep, 

applies to their indolence the knife and cautery of frank state- 
ment, and little he cares tohether they like it or not He transfers 
the revenues from state theatre to state armament, re-creates with 
his navy bill a fleet disorganized to the verge of extinction, restores 
patriotism to the place from which it had long been ousted by the 
passion for legal fees, uplifts the eyes of a degenerate race to the 
deeds of their fathers and emulation of Marathon and Salamts, 
and fits them for Hellenic leagues and combinations T ou cannot 

escape hts vigilance, he is not to be wheedled, you can no more buy 
him than the Persian King could buy the great Aristides 

37 TAw u the direction your fears should take, Antipater , never 
mind all the warship and all the fleets What Phemistocles and 
Pericles were to the Athens of old, that is Demosthenes to Athens 
to-day, as shrewd as Phemistocles, as high of soul as Pericles 
He It was that gamed them the control of Euboea and Megara, 
the Hellespont and Boeotia It is well indeed that they give the 
command to such as Chares or Diopitbes or Proxenus, and keep 
Demosthenes to the platform at home If they had given into hu 
bands their arms and ships and troops, their strategy and their 
money, I doubt he would have put me on my mettle to keep Mace- 
donia , even now that be has no weapon but his decrees, he u with 
us at every turn, bis band is upon us , the ways and means are of 
hts finding, the force of hts gathering , it is be that sends armadas 
afar, be that joins power to power, be that meets our every change 
of plan 

38 This was his tone about Demosthenes on many other occasions 
too , he put It down as one of his debts to fortune that armies 
were never led by the man whose mere words were so many 
battering-rams and catapults worked from Athens to the shatter- 
ing and confounding of his plans As to Chaeronea, even the 
victoiy made no difference , he continued to impress upon us 
how precarious a position this one man had contrived for us 
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‘Ibings went unexpectedly well, thetr generals were cowards and 
then troops undtsctpUned, and the caprtce of fortune, which has 
so often served us well, brought us out victorious , but he had re- 
duced me to hazarding ny kingdom and my life on that single 
throw , he had brought the most powerful cities into line, be had 
united Greece, he had forced Athens andjlbebes and all Boeotia, 
Conntb, Euboea, Megara — the might of Greece, in short — to play 
the game out to its end, and had arrested me before I reached 
Attic soil 

He never ceased to speak thus about Demosthenes If any 39 
one told him the Atheman democracy was a formidable rival, 

‘ Demosthenes,’ he would say, ' is my only nval , Athens without 
him 13 no better than Aemancs or Thessahans ’ Whenever 
Phihp sent embassies to the vanons states, if Athens had sent 
any one else to argue against his men, he always gained his point 
vnth ease , but when it was Demosthenes, he would tell us the 
embassy had come to naught there was not much setting up 
of trophies over speeches of Demosthenes 

Such was Phihp’s opimon Now I am no Phihp at the best, 40 
and do you suppose, Archias, that if I could have got a man 
like Demosthenes, I should have found nothing better to do 
with him than sending him like an ox to the slaughter ? or 
should I have made him my right-hand man in the management 
of Greece and of the empire i I was instmctively attracted 
long ago by his pubhc record — an attraction heightened by the 
witness of Anstotle He constantly assured both Alexander 
and myself that among all the vast number of his pupils he had 
found none comparable to Demosthenes in natural gemus and 
persevering seK-development, none whose intellect was at once 
so weighty and so agile, none who spoke his opimons so freely 
or maintained them so courageously 

But you (said Aristotle) confuse him with an Eubulus, a Pbrynon, 41 
a Philocrates, and think to convert with gifts a man who has actually 
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lavished his inheritance half on needy Athenians and half on 
Athens , you vainly imagine that you can intimidate one who has 
long ago resolved to set bis life ufon hts country’s doubtful fortunes , 
if he arraigns your proceedings, you try denunciation , why, the 
nearer terrors of the Assembly find him unmoved Tou do not 
realize that the mainspring of his policy is patriotism, and that 
the only personal advantage he expects from it is the improvement 
of his own nature 

42 All this It was, Archias, that made me long to have him with 
me, to hear from his own lips what he thought about the state 
of things, and be able at any time of need, abandoning the flat- 
terers who infest us, to hear the plain words of an independent 
mind and profit by sincere advice And I might fairly have 
drawn his attention to the ungrateful nature of those Athenians 
for whom he had nsked all when he might have had firmer and 
less unconscionable friends 

Ar O King, your other ends you might have gained, but that 
you would have told him to no purpose , his love of Athens was 
a madness beyond cure 

Ant It was so indeed , ’twere vain to deny it But how 
died he ? 

45 Ar O King, there is further wonder in store for you We 
who have had the scene before our eyes are as startled and as 
unbeheving yet as when we saw it He must long ago have 
determined how to die , his preparation shows it He was 
seated within the temple, and our arguments of the days before 
had been spent on him in vain 

Ant Ay ? and what were they ? 

Ar Long and kindly I urged him, with pronuscs on your part, 
not that I looked to see them kept (for I knew not then, and took 
you to be wroth tvith him), but in hopes they might prevail 

Ant And what hearing did he give them i Keep nothing 
back , I would I were there now, hearing him with my own 
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ears , failing which, do you hide nothing from nie ’Tis uorth 
much to learn the bearing of a true man in the last moments 
of his life, nhether he gate uray and played the coward, or kept 
his course unfaltenng even to the end 

Ar Ah, in him was no bending to the storm , how far from 44 
It ' Wth a smiling allusion to my former hfe, he told me I was 
not actor enough to make your hes convincing 

Ant Ha ? he left hfe for want of behef in my prormses ? 

At Not so, hear to the end, and you will see his distrust 
was not all for you Since you bid me speak, O King, he told 
me there was no oath tliat could bind a hlacedoman , it was 
nothing strange that they should use against Demosthenes the 
weapon that had won them Amphipohs, and Oljnthus, and 
Oropus jjVnd much more of the hke, I had waiters there, 
that his words might be preserved for you Arebtas (he said), 
the -prospect of death or torture aould be enough to hep me out of 
Antipater's presence And tf you tell me true, I must be on my 
guard agauut the tsorse danger of receiving life itself as a present 
at bis hands, and deserting, to serve Hlacedonta, that post xobicb 
I hate szcorn to hold for Greece 

Life 'Cere a thing to be desired, Archias, tuere it purchiised /er 45 
nu. by the po'Cer of Piraeus (d uar-ship, my gift, has floated there), 
by the icall and trench of xubicb I bore the cost, by the tribe Paii- 
dtonis u.hose festival charges I took upon me, by tie spirit of 
Solon and Draco, by unmuzzled statesmen and a free people, by 
martial levies and naval organization, by the virtues and the 
victories of our fathers, by the eiffection of fello'U citizens toLo bate 
cro'oned me many a time, and by the might of a Greece tuhose 
guardian 1 have neter ceased to be Or again, if life is to be otied 
to compassion, though it be mean enough, yet compassion I might 
endure among the kindred of the captiVeS I have ransonud, the 
fathers tihose daughters I have helped to portion, and the 
jshose debts I ha^e joined in paying 


men 



JDemosthefies^ an Encomium i6^ 

46 But tf the island empire and the sea may not save me, I ask 
my safety from the Posidon at whose altar and under whose sanc- 
tuary I stand And tf Postdon's power avails not to keep bis 
ttmple inviolate, if he scorns not to surrender Demosthenes to 
Arcbtas, then welcome death, I will not transfer my worship to 
Antipater. I might have bad Macedonia more at my devotion 
than Athens, might be now a partaker in your fortunes, if I would 
have ranged myself with Callimedon, and Pytheas, and Demades 
When things were far gone, I might yet have made a shift, if I bad 
not bad respect to the daughters of Erechtheus and to Codrus 
Fortune might desert, I would not follow her , for death is a haven 
of safety, which be who reaches will do no baseness more Arcbias, 
I will not be at this late day a stain upon the name of Athens , 
I will not make choice of slavery , be my winding-sbeet the white 
one of liberty 

47 Sir actor, let me recall to you a fine passage from one of your 
tragedies ' 

But even at the point of death 
She forethought took to fall in seemly wise 

She was but a girl , and shall Demosthenes choose an unseemly life 
before a seemly death, and forget what Xenocrates and Plato have 
said of immortality ? And then he was stirred to some bitter 
speech upon men puffed up bp fortune What remains to tell ? 
At last, as I now besought and now threatened, minglmg the 
stern and mild, ‘ Had I been Archias,’ he said, ‘ I had pielded , 
but seeing that I am Demosthenes, your pardon, good sir, if 
my nature recoils from baseness ’ 

48 Then I was minded to hale him off by force WTuch when 
he observed, I saw him smile and glance at the God Arcbias 
(he said) believes that there is no might, no refuge for the human 
soul, but arms and war-ships, walls and camps He scorns that 
equipment of mine which is proof against Illy nans and Pribalh 
* EunpideJ, Hecuba, See Pofyv na m Notes* 
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ani Macedomans, surer than that wooden walP of old, which the 
God averred none should prevail against Secure in this I ever 
took a fearless course , fearless I braved the might of Macedonia , 
little I cared for Euctemon or Aristogiton, for Pytheas and Calli- 
viedon, for Philip in the old days, for Archias to-day 

And then, Lay no hand upon me Be it not mine to bring 49 
outrage upon the temple , I will but greet the God, and follow of 
my free will And for me, I put rehance upon this, and when 
he lifted his hand to his mouth, I thought it was but to do 
obeisance 

Ant And it was indeed — ? 

Ar We put his servant to the question later, and learned 
from her that he had long had poison by him, to give him 
liberty by parting soul from body He had not yet passed the 
holy threshold, when he fixed his eye on me and said ‘ Take 

this to Antipater , Demosthenes you shall not take, no, by ’ 

And methought he would have added, by the men that fell at 
Marathon 

And with that farewell he parted So ends, O King, the 50 
siege of Demosthenes 

Ant Archias, that was Demosthenes Hail to that uncon- 
querable soul ' how lofty the spirit, how republican the care, 
that would never be parted from their warrant of freedom ' 
Enough , the man has gone his way, to hve the hfe they tell 
of in the Isles of the heroic Blest, or to walk the paths that, if 
tales be true, the heaven-bound spirits tread , he shall attend, 
surely, on none but that 2 h:us who is named of Freedom For 
his body, we will send it to Athens, a nobler offering to that 
land than the men that died at Marathon H 

‘ Oracle in Herodotus \ii 141 ‘A bulwark of wood at the last Zeus 
fraiils to the Trito-born goddess | Sole to remain uiiwasted ’ G C Mac- 
aulay Vanouiljr interpreted of the thorn hedge of the Acropolis, and of 
the Athenian fleet 
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Zeus Hemes Momus 

Zeus Now, gentlemen, enough of that muttering and whisper- 
ing in corners You complain that our banquets are thrown 
open to a number of undesirable persons Very well the 
Assembly has been convened for the purpose of deahng with 
this very point, and every one is at hberty to declare his senti- 
ments openly, and bnng what allegations he will — Hermes, 
make formal proclamation to that effect 
Her All duly quahfied divinities are hereby invited to address 
the Assembly on the subject of foreigners and immigrants 
Mo Have I your permission to speak, sir ? 

3 Zeus It IS not needed , you have heard the proclamation 
Mo I desire, then, to protest against the insufferable vamty 
of some among us who, not content with their own promotion 
to godhead, would introduce their dependants and underhngs 
here as our equals Sir, I shall express myself on this subject 
with that blunt sincerity which is inseparable from my character 
I am known to the world as one whose unfettered tongue cannot 
refrain from speech in the presence of wrong-doing, as one 
who probes matters to the bottom, and says what he thinks, 
without concealment, without fear, and without scruple My 
frankness is burdensome to the generahty of Gods, who mis- 
take It for censonousness , I have been termed by such the 
Accuser General But I shall none the less avail myself of the 
3 freedom accorded to me by the proclamation — and by your 
permission, sir — to speak my mind ivithout reserve — There 
are, I repeat it, many persons who, despite their mixed origin, 
have been admitted to our feasts and councils upon terms of 
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tsi^uditv , ind wlio, not s^uisncvl wntK t’h'', hi\c bron^Kt hither 
thur icn tnts and s.itcUitC5-, and cnroll<xl them among the 
Gods , and these mcmah now {hare ni onr ntiona ard {.unuecs 
without ever {o mueh as p.i)nng the eUstomarv t iv 

Tiicie are riddles Sai what von mean in sO nunr 
words, and let us hi\e the lunics Geiierahtie'S ot this hind 
can onh gi\e ground tor rindom oon]e^-lure , th^\ might apply 
to anv one You are a tneiid to sinccnn <poaL on, th>-n, 
without hesitation 

1/a Y his 1 $ reallv most gritmnng. Such cncourigenient is 
prceiselv what I should have expceted ot a ling ot your evaltcvl 
spint , I wnll mention the ninie I rel>_r, in tiet, to Dionysus. 
Although the mother ot this tnilv estimable denii-god wis not 
onlv a nioml, but a barbanan, and his miternal grandiuher 
a tridcsinan in Phoeiiiui, one Cidniu<, it was thought neccsSarv 
to comer unmortihtv upon him With his own conduet since 
that time, I am not eoncerned , I shill haie nothing to say on 
the subjeet ot his snood, his niebnetj , or his manner ot w ilking. 
You may all see him tor yourseli es an cjfennnate, halt-wntted 
creature, reeking ot strong hquor trom the cirly hours ot the 
da\ But we are indebted to him tor the presence ot a whole 
tribe ot his tollowi.rs whom he has introduecd into our nudst 
under the title of Gods Sueh arc Pan, Sileiius, and the Siti rs , 
coarse persons, ot inskn teudeiieics and cci.eiitne appcirauee, 
drawn ehied) from the goat-herd elass The nrst-mcntioned 
ot thcsc, besides being horned, has the hiud-qu irters ot 
a goat, and his enormous bcird is not unlike that ot the same 
animal Siknus is an old man with i bald head and i snub 
nose, who is g^ncralh to be seen nding on a doiike) , he is ot 
Lidian extraetion The Sitvrs are Phngians, the) too ire 
bald, and hai e pointed e ir^, and sprouting horns, like those ot 
young kids When I add that eieiy one ot these persons is 
prondeul with a nil, icu will realize the e\tent ot tiur obhgi- 
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5 tioa to DionysUi And with thcst theological curiosities before 
their eyes, we wonder why it is that men thiiiL lightly of the 
Gods ' I might have added tint Dionysus has also brought us 
a couple of ladies Ariadne is one, his mistress, whose* crown is 
now Set among the host of stars, the other is farmer Icarius’s 
daughter And the cream of the jest is still to come tlie dog, 
Erigoiie’s dog, must be translated too , the poor child would 
ne\cr be happy m Heaten without the sweet little pet ' What 
can we call this but i drunben freak ? 

So much for Dionysus I now proceed — 

C Zeus Now, Momus, I see what you are coming to but you 
will kindly leave ^Vsclepius and Heracles alone Asclepius is a 
physician, and restores tlic sick , he is 

More worth than many men 

And Heracles is my own son, and purchased his immortality 
with many toils So not one word against either of tlicm 
Mo Very well, sir , as you wish, though I had something to 
say on that subject, too You will excuse my remarking, at 
any rate, that they have something of a scorched appearance 
sull With reference to yourself, sir, a good deal might be 

said, if I could feel at Uberty 

Zeus Oh, as regards myself, you are, — perfectly at liberty. 
What, then, I am an interloper too, am I ? 

Mo Worse than that, according to what they say in Crete 
your tomb is there on view Not that I believe them, any 
more than I believe that Aegium story, about your being a 
7 changehng But there is one thing that I think ought to be 
made clear You yourself, sir, have set us the example in loose 
conduct of this kind , it is you we have to thank — you and your 
terrestrial gallantries and your transformations — for the present 
mixed state of society We are quite uneasy about it You 
will be caught, some day, and sacrificed as a bull , or some gold- 
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smith mil try his hand upon our gold-transmuted sire, and we 
shall have nothing to show for it but a bracelet, a necklace or 
a pair of earrings The long and short of it is, that Heaven is 
simply swarming mth these demi-gods of yours , there is no 
other word for it It tickles a man considerably when he 
suddenly finds Heracles promoted to deity, and Eurystheus, 
his taskmaster, dead and buried, his tomb mthin easy distance 
of his slave’s temple , or again when he observes in Thebes 
that Dionysus is a God, but that God’s cousins, Pentheus, 
Actaeon, and Learchus, only mortals, and poor devils at that 
You see, sir, ever since you gave the entree to people of this 8 
sort, and turned your attention to the daughters of Earth, aU 
the rest have followed suit , and the scandalous part of it is, 
that the Goddesses are just as bad as the Gods Of the cases 
of Anchises, Tithonus, Endymion, lasion, and others, I need 
say nothing , they are famihar to every one, and it would be 
tedious to expatiate further 

Zeus Now I will have no reflections on Ganymede’s ante- 
cedents , I shall be very angry with you, if you hurt the boy’s 
fcehngs 

il/o Ah , and out of consideration for him I suppose I must 
also abstain from any reference to the eagle, which is now a God 
hke the rest of us, perches upon the royal sceptre, and may be 
expected at any moment to build his nest upon the head of 
Majesty ? — Well, you must allow me Attis, Corybas, and 9 
Sabazius by what contrivance, now, did they get here ? and 
that Mode there, Mithras, mth the candys and tiara f why, 
the fellow cannot speak Greek , if you pledge him, he does not 
know what you mean The consequence is, that Scythians and 
Goths, observing their success, snap their fingers at us, and 
distnbute di\ imty and imraortahty right and left , that was 
how the slave Zamobcis’s name slipped into our register Hon- 10 
eter, let that pass But I should just hke to ask that Egyptian 
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there — the tlog-ficul gentleman m the linen suit ’ — who he is, 
and whether he proposes to establish his divimty by barking ? 
And will the piebald bull yonder^, from Memphis, explain 
what use /y has for a temple, an orack, or a priest f As for 
tlie ibiscs and monkeys and goats and worse absurdities that 
arc bundled in upon us, goodness knows how, from Egypt, 
I am ashamed to speak of them , nor do I understand how 
^ou, gentlemen, can endure to see such creatures enjoying 
a prestige equal to or greater than your oivn — And you your- 
self, sir, must surely find ram’s horns a great inconvenience ? 

II 7,eus Certainly, it is disgraceful the way these Egyptians go 
on At the same time, Momus, tliere is an occult sigmficancc m 
most of these things , and it ill becomes you, who arc not of 
the initiated, to ridicule them 

d/o Oh, come now a God is one thing, and a person with 
a dog’s head is another , I need no initiation to tell me that 
Zeus Well, that wiU do for the Egyptians , time must be 
taken for the consideration of their case Proceed to others 
13 Mo Trophonius and Amphilochus come next The thought 
of the latter, in particular, causes my blood to bod the father ’ 
is a matricide and an outcast, and the son, if you please, sets up 
for a prophet in Cilicia, and retails information — usually in- 
correct — to a believing pubhc at the rate of twopence an oracle. 
That IS how Apollo here has fallen intp disrepute it needs but 
a quack (and quacks are plentiful), a spnnkhng of oil, and 
a garland or two, and an oracle may be had in these days wher- 
ever there is an altar or a stone pillar Fever patients may now 

^ Anubn ^ Apis 

’ iVmphiarauf, the father of Amphilochus, neither slew his own mother, 
Hypermnestra, nor procured her death He did, however, procure the death 
of his wife, Eriphyle, at the hand of her son Alcmaeon , and in this remote 
sense was a matricide It must be confessed that a great deal of the peculiar 
guilt of matricide evaporates in the process of explanation The reader may 
prefer to suppose simply that Lucian has made a slip 
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be cured either at Olympia by the statue of Polydamas the 
athlete, or m Thasos by that of Theagenes Hector receives 
sacrifice at Troy Protesilaus just across the water on Cher- 
sonese Ever smce the number of Gods has thus multiphed, 
perjury and temple-robbery have been on the increase In 
short, men do not care two straws about us , nor can I blame 
them 

That IS all I have to say on the subject of bastards and new 13 
importations But I have also observed with considerable 
amusement the introduction of various strange names, denoting 
persons who neither have nor could conceivably have any 
existence among us Show me this Virtue of whom we hear so 
much , show me Nature, and Destmy, and Fortune, if they 
are anythmg more than unsubstantial names, the vain imagin- 
ings of some phdosopher’s empty head Yet these flimsy 
persomfications have so far gamed upon the weak mtelhgences 
of mankind, that not a man will now sacrifice to us, knowing 
that though he should present us with a myriad of hecatombs, 
Fortune wdl none the less work out that destiny which has 
been appointed for each man from the be ginnin g I should 
take It kmdly of you, sir, if you would teU me whether you 
have ever seen Virtue or Fortune or Destmy anywhere f I 
know that you must have heard of them often enough, from 
the phdosophers, unless your ears are deaf enough to be proof 
agamst their bawhngs 

Much more might be said but I forbear I perceive that 
the pubhc indignation has already risen to hisaing point , 
espeaaUy in those quarters in which my plain truths have 
told home 

In conclusion, sir, I have drawn up a bill dealmg with this 14 
subject , which, tvith your permission, I shall now read 

TLeus Very well , some of your points are reasonable enough 
We must put a check on these abuses, or they will get worse 
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jl/o On the s<,\cnth day of tin. month m the prytany of Zeus 
and the presidency of Posidon Apollo m the chair the 
following Bill introduced by Sleep was read by hlomus 
son of Night before a true and lawful meeting of the 
Assembly whom Fortune direct 

Whereas numerous 'persons both Greeks and barbarians bt.tng in 
no way mtitled to the jranchtse have by means nnknojon procured 
their names to be tnrolled on our register filling thi. Heavens with 
false Gods troubling our banquets with a tumultuous rout of mis- 
cellaneous polyglot humanity and causing a deficuncy in the 
supplies of ambrosia and nectar robtreby the price of the latter 
commodity o'oing to increased consumption has risen to four pounds 
the half-pint 

And whereas the said persons have presumptuously forced them- 
selves into the places of genuine and old-established deities and in 
contravintion of law and custom have further claimed precedence 
of the same deities upon the Earth 
1 5 It has seemed good to the Senate and People that an Assembly 
he convened upon Olympus at or about the time of the winter solstice 
for the purpose of electing a Commission of Inquiry the Commis- 
sioners to be duly-qualified Gods seven in number of whom three to 
be appointed from the most ancient Senate of Cronus and the 
remaining four from the twelve Gods of whom Zeus to be one and 
the said Commissioners shall before taking their seats swear by 
Styx according to the established form and Hermes shall summon 
by proclamation all such as claim admission to the Assembly to 
appear and bring with them sworn witnesses together with docu- 
mentary proofs of their origin and all such persons shall successively 
appear before the Commissioners and the Commissioners after 
examination of their claims shall either declare them to be Gods 
or dismiss them to their own tombs and family vaults and if the 
Commissioners subsequently discover in Heavtn any person so 
disqualified from entering such person shall be throzvn into lar- 
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iarM ini junhi-r c^cb Gul shJl joUc^v bus crc-i prufi^sn^-i ini no 
other ani it shill not he liecful eitha for Athene to be il the suk 
or for Asehpuis to Ichzer ondes or for Apdlo to pr,utuc thnc 
professiuns it ome hut only one cither prophecy or ntuetc cr relume 
.iccorling IS he shill select irA insirietiuns si ill be iseuel >o ij 
philosophers jorhill.ng them either to invent neimn^lns mnes 
or to tilk no isense ibo it tn itters of tchicb they knc'o nothing wT 1 
if i temple ini sieripciA honoirs h..ce ilre ,Iy been .eeeriil to tis 
iny Iisqjihpel person his stitue shill be tbrozcn Icr^n >nl that 
of Zeus or Hen or Athene or other Gol sibststiUl in its pLeC 
ini bis city shill provile him tciib a Unb ini Set tp a pdlir in 
heu of his iltir i'll igiinst iny person refii^ng to ippeir bcjerc 
the Commissioners in iccorl ,nee tvitb the proclimition qilgenent 
shJl be gizen by Icfuult 

That, gentlemen, u the Bill. 

Zeiis \nd a \ery equitable one it is, Momus All in tavour ^9 
of this Bill hold up their hands ' Or no our opponents arc 
sure to be in a majority You may all go away now, and when 
Hermes makes the proclamation, cxcry one must conic, bringing 
wath him complete particulars and proofs, with his f ithcr’s and 
mother’s names, his tribe and clan, and the reason and circum- 
stances of his deification And any of jou who fail to produce 
)our proofs wall find it is no use haaing great temples on the 
Earth, or passing there for Gods, that wall not help jou wath 
the Commissioners E 


THE CYNIC 

Lyeinis A Cynic 

Ly Giae an account of j ourself, my man You weir a 
beard and let jour hair grow , jou eschew shirts , jou exhibit 
jour skin, jour feet arc bare, jou choose a w indcniig, out- 
cast, bcastlj life , unbkc other people, jou make \our own bod\ 



The Cynic 173 

the object of your seventies , you go from place to place sleep- 
ing on. the hard ground where chance finds you, with the result 
that your old cloat, neither hght nor soft nor gay to begin with, 
has a plentiful load of filth to carry about with it Why u 
it all ? 

Cy It meets my needs It was easy to come by, and it 
gives Its owner no trouble It is the cloak for me 

2 Pray tell me, do you not call extravagance a vice f 

Ly Oh, yes 

Cy And economy a virtue ? 

Ly Yes, again 

Cy Then, if you find me hving economically, and others 
extravagantly, why blame me instead of them ? 

Ly I do not call your hfe more economical than other 
people’s , I call it more destitute — destitution and want, that 
13 what It IS , you are no better than the poor who beg tlieir 
daily bread 

3 Cy That bnngs us to the questions. What is want, and 
what is sufficiency? Shall we try to find the answers f 

Ly If you like, yes 

Cy A man’s sufficiency is that which meets his necessities , 
will that do ? 

Ly I pass that 

Cy And want occurs when the supply falls short of necessity 
— does not meet the need f 

Ly Yes 

Cy Very well, then, I am not in want , nothing of mine 
fails to satisfy my need 

4 Ly How do you make that out ? 

Cy Well, consider the purpose of anything we require , the 
purpose of a house is protection ? 

Ly Yes 

Cy Clothing — what is that for f protection too, I think 
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Zy Yes 

Cy But now, pray, what is the purpose of the pro- 
tection, in turn ? the better condition of the protected, I 
presume 

Zy I agree 

Cy Then do you think my feet are in worse condition than 
yours ? 

Zy I cannot say 

Cy Oh, yes , look at it this way , what have feet to do f 

Zy Walk 

Cy And do you think my feet walk worse than yours, or 
than the average man’s ? 

Zy Oh, not that, I dare say 

Cy Then they are not in worse condition, if they do their 
work as well 

Zy That may be so 

Cy So it appears that, as far as feet go, I am m no worse 
condition than other people 

Zy No, I do not think you are 

Cy Well, the rest of my body, then ? If it is m worse con- 
dition, It must be weaker, strength being the virtue of the body 
Is nune weaker ? 

Zy Not that I see 

Cy Consequently, neither my feet nor the rest of my body 
need protection, it seems , if they did, they would be in bad 
condition , for want is always an evil, and deteriorates the 
thing concerned But again, there is no sign, either, of my 
body’s being nourished the worse for its nounshment’s being 
of a common sort 

Zy None whatever 

Cy It would not be healthy, if it were badly nourished , for 
bad food injures the body 

Zy That is true 
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5 Cy If so, It IS for you to explain why you blame me and 
depreciate my hfe and call it miserable 

Ly Easily explained Nature (which you honour) and the 
Gods have given us the earth, and brought all sorts of good 
things out of It, providing us with abundance not merely for 
our necessities, but for our pleasures , and then you abstain 
from all or nearly all of it, and utihze these good things no 
more than the beasts Your dnnk is water, just hie theirs , 
you eat what you pick up, like a dog, and the dog’s bed is as 
good as yours , straw is enough for either of you Then your 
clothes are no more presentable than a beggar’s Now, if this 
sort of contentment is to pass for wisdom, God must have been 
all wrong in making sheep woolly, filling grapes with wine, and 
providmg all our infimte variety of oil, honey, and the rest, 
that we might have food of every sort, pleasant dnnk, money, 
soft beds, fine houses, all the wonderful paraphernaha of civihza- 
tion, in fact , for the productions of art are God’s gifts to us 
too To hve without all these would be miserable enough even 
if one could not help it, as prisoners cannot, for instance , it 
is far more so if the abstention is forced upon a man by himself , 
It IS then sheer madness 

6 Cy You may be right But take this case, now A rich 
man, indulging gemal kindly instincts, entertains at a banquet 
all sorts and conditions of men , some of them are sick, others 
sound, and the dishes provided are as various as the guests 
There is one of these to whom nothing comes amiss , he has 
his finger in every dish, not only the ones within easy reach, but 
those some way off that were intended for the mvahds , this 
though he is in rude health, has not more than one stomach, 
requires httle to nourish him, and is likely to be upset by a sur- 
feit What IS your opimon of this gentleman ? is he a man 
of sense ? 

Ly Why, no 
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Cy Is he temperate ? 

Ly No, nor that 

Cy Well, then there is another guest at the same table , he 7 
seems unconscious of all that vanety, fixes on some dish close 
by that smts his need, eats moderately of it and confines 
himself to it without a glance at the rest You surely find 
him a more temperate and better man than the other ? 

Ly Certainly 

Cy Do you see, or must I explain f 

Ly What? 

Cy That the hospitable entertainer is God, who provides 
this variety of all Lmds that each may have something to smt 
him , this 13 for the sound, that for the sick , this for the strong 
and that for the weak , it is not all for all of us , each is to 
take what is ivithin reach, and of that only what he most needs 

Now you others are hke the greedy unrestramed person who 8 
lays hands on everything , local productions tviU not do for 
you, the world must be your storehouse , your native land 
and Its seas are qmte insuffiaent , you purchase your pleasures 
from the ends of the earth, prefer the exotic to the home growth, 
the costly to the cheap, the rare to the common , in fact you 
would rather have troubles and comphcations than avoid them 
Most of the precious instruments of happiness that you so pnde 
yourselves upon are won only by lexation and worry Give 
a moment’s thought, if you wiU, to the gold you all pray for, to 
the silver, the costly houses, the elaborate dresses, and do not 
forget their conditions precedent, the trouble and toil and 
danger they cost — nay, the blood and mortahty and ruin , not 
only do numbers pensh at sea on their account, or endure 
miseries in the acquisition or working of them , besides that, 
they have -very hkely to be fought for, or the desire of them 
makes friends plot against friends, children against parents, 
wives against husbands ^ 
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9 And how purposeless jt all is ' embroidered clothes have no 
more warmth m them than others, gilded houses keep out the 
ram no better, the drink is no sweeter out of a silver cup, or 
a gold one for that matter, an ivory bed makes sleep no softer , 
on the contrary, your fortunate man on his ivory bed beween 
his dehcate sheets constantly finds himself wooing sleep in vain 
And as to the elaborate dressing of food, I need hardly say that 
instead of aiding nutrition it injures the body and breeds 
diseases m it 

p As superfluous to mention the abuse of the sexual instmct, 
so easily managed if mdulgence were not made an object And 
if madness and corruption were limited to that — , but men 
must take nowadays to perverting the use of everything they 
have, turning it to unnatural purposes, hke him who insists on 
making a carriage of a couch 

Ly Is there such a person ? 

Cy Why, he is you , you for whom men are beasts of burden, 
you who make them shoulder your couch-carnages, and loll up 
there yourselves in luxury, driving your men like so many 
asses and bidding them turn this way and not that , this is 
one of the outward and visible signs of your happiness 

1 1 Agam, when people use edible things not for food but to get 
dye out of — the murex-dyers, for instance — are they not abusing 
God’s gifts ? 

Ly Certainly not , the flesh of the murex can provide a pig- 
ment as well as food 

Cy Ah, but it was not made for that So you can force 
a mixing-bowl to do the work of a saucepan , but that is not 
what It was made for However, it is impossible to exhaust these 
people’s WTong-headedness , it is endless And because I will not 
join them, you reproach me My life is that of the orderly man 
I desenbed , I make merry on what comes to hand, use what is 
cheap, and have no yearning for the elaborate and exotic 
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Moreover, if you tluiik that because I need and use but few 12 
things I hve the hfe of a beast, that argument lands you m the 
conclusion that the Gods are yet lower than the beasts , for 
they have no needs at all But to clear your ideas on the com- 
parative merits of great and small needs, you have only to reflect 
that children have more needs than adults, women than men, 
the sick than the well, and generally the inferior than the snpenor 
Accordingly, the Gods have no needs, and those men the fewest 
who are nearest Gods 

Take Heracles, the best man that ever hved, a divine man, 13 
and nghtly reckoned a God , was it wrong-headedness that 
made him go about in nothing but a hon’s skin, insensible to 
all the needs you feel ? No, he was not wrong-headed, who 
nghted other people’s wrongs , he was not poor, who was lord 
of land and sea Wherever he went, he was master , he never 
met his superior or his equal as long as he hved Do you sup- 
pose he could not get sheets and shoes, and therefore went as 
he did ? absurd ' he had self-control and fortitude , he wanted 
power, and not luxury 

And Theseus his disciple — king of all the Athemans, son of 14 
posidon, says the legend, and best of his generation, — he too 
chose to go naked and unshod , it was his pleasure to let his 
hair and beard grow , and not his pleasure only, but all his 
contemporanes’ , they were better men than you, and would no 
more have let you shave them than a hoi would , soft smooth 
flesh was very well for women, they thought , as for them, 
they were men, and were content to look it , the beard was 
man’s ornament, like the hon’s, or the horse’s mane , God had 
made certain beautiful and decorative additions to those crea- 
tures , and so he had to man, in the beard Well, I admire 
tliosc ancients and would fain be like them , I have not the 
smallest admiration for the present generation’s wonder- 
ful felicitj — tables ' clothes ' bodies artificially pohshed all 
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o\cr' not 1 hnir to grow on any of the places where nature 
plants It ' 

15 My prajer would be that my feet might be just hoofs, like 
Chiron’s in the story, that I might need bedclothes no more 
than the lion, and costly food no more than the dog Let my 
sufficient bed be the whole earth, my house this universe, and 
the food of my choice the easiest procurable May I have no 
need, I nor any that I call friend, of gold and silver For all 
human evils spring from the desire of these, seditions and wars, 
conspiracies and murders The fountain of them all is the 
desire of more Neter be tliat de-sirc mine , let me never wish 
for more than my share, but be content with less 

16 Such are our aspirations — considerably different from other 
people’s It 13 no wonder that our get-up is peculiar, since the 
peculiarity of our underlying principle is so marked I cannot 
make out why you allow a harpist his proper robe and get-up 
— and so the flute-player has his, and the tragic actor his — , 
but will not be consistent and recognize any umform for a good 
man , the good man must be like every one else, of course, 
regardless of the fact that every one else is all wrong. Well, if 
the good arc to have a umform of their own, there can be none 
better than tliat which the average sensual man will consider 
most improper, and reject with most decision for himself 

17 Now my uniform consists of a rough hairy skin, a threadbare 
cloak, long luir, and bare feet, avhereas yours is for all the world 
that of some minister to vice , there is not a pm to choose 
between you — the gay colours, the soft texture, the number of 
garments you are swathed in, the shoes, the sleeked hair, the 
very scent of you , for the more blessed you are, the more do you 
exhale perfumes like his What value can one attach to a man 
whom one’s nose would identify for one of those minions ? 
The consequence is, you are equal to no more work than they 
arc, and to quite as much pleasure You feed hke them, you 


N 2 



1 8 o The Cynic 

sleep like tkem, you wall like them — eicept so far as you avoid 
walkmg by gettmg yourselves conveyed like parcels by porters 
or aniTTiak , as for me, my feet tale me auytvhere that I want 
to go I can put up with cold and heat and be content with 
the works of God — such a miserable wretch am I — , whereas 
you blessed ones are displeased with everything that happens 
and grumble without ceasmg , what is is mtolerable, what is 
not you pme for, m winter for summer, m summer for wmter, 
in heat for cold, m cold for heat, as fastidious and peevish as 
so many mvahds , only there reason is to be found in their 
lUness, and yours m your characters 

And then, because we occasionally make mistakes m practice, 1 8 
you recommend us to change our plan and correct our prm- 
aples, the fact bemg that you m your own affairs go qmte at 
random, never actmg on dehberation or reason, but always on 
habit and appetite You are no better than people washed 
about by a flood , they drift with the current, you with your 
appetites There is a story of a man on a viaous horse that 
]ust gives your case The horse ran away with him, and at 
the pace it was going at he could not get off A man in the 
way asked him where he was off to , ‘ wherever this beast 
chooses,’ was the reply So if one asked you where you were 
bound for, if you cared to teU the truth you would say either 
generally, wherever your appetites choae, or m particular, 
where pleasure cho^e to-day, where fancy chose to-morrow, 
and where avarice choae another day , or sometimes it is rage, 
someumea fear, sometime any other such feehng, that tales you 
whither it will You tide not one horse, but many at different 
times, all viaous, and all out of control They are carrymg 
you straight for pits and cliffs , but you do not realize that you 
are bound for a fall nil the fall comes 
The old cloak, the shaggy hair, the whole get-up that you 15 
ndicule, has thn effect it enables me to hve a quiet hfe, domg 
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as I wUl and keeping the company I want No ignorant un- 
educated person tvill have anything to say to one dressed hie 
this , and the soft hvers turn the other way as soon as I am in 
sight But the refined, the reasonable, the earnest, seek me 
out , they are the men who seek me, because they are the men 
I wish to see At the doors of those whom the world counts 
happy I do not dance attendance , their gold crowns and their 
purple I call ostentation, and them I laugh to scorn 
20 These externals that you pour contempt upon, you may 
learn that they are seemly enough not merely for good men, but 
for Gods, if you wll look at the Gods’ statues, do those resemble 
you, or me ? Do not confine your attention to Greece , take 
a tour round the foreign temples too, and see whether the 
Gods treat their hair and beards hke me, or let the painters 
and sculptors shave them Most of them, you will find, have 
no more shut than I have, either I hope you will not venture 
to describe again as mean an appearance that is accepted as 
godlike. H 


THE PURIST PURIZED 

Lyctmts Punst 

Ly Aie you the man whose scent is so keen for a blunder, 
and who is himself blunder-proof ? 

Fur I think I may say so 

Zy I suppose one must be blunder-proof, to detect the man 
who IS not so ? 

Pur Assuredly 

I y Do I understand that you are proof ? 

Pur How could I call myscK educated, if I made blunders at 
my age ? 

Zy Well, shall you be able to detect a culprit, and convict 
him if he demes it f 
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Pur Of course I shall 

Ly Catch me out, theu , I tvill male one just now 
Pur Sa 7 on. 

Ly Why, the deed is done, and you have missed it 
Pur Yon are joking, of course ? 

Ly No, upon my honour The blunder is made, and you 
none the wiser Well, try agam , but you are not infallible on 
these sort of things 
Pur WeU? 

Ly Again, the blunder made, and you unconscious 
Pur How can that be, before you have opened your lips ? 

Ly Oh yes, I opened them, and to a blunder , but jou never 
see them I quite doubt you seemg this one even 

Pur Well, there is something very queer about it if I do not 2 
know a solecism when I hear it. 

Ly One begms to doubt, when a man has missed three. 

Pur Three > IWiat do you mean ? 

Ly A complete tnolet of them 
Pur You are certainly joking 
Ly And you are as certainly a poor detective 
Pur If you were to say something, one might have a chance 
Ly Four chances you have had, and no result It would 
ha\ e been a fine feather m your hat to have got them all 
Pur Nothing fine about it , it is no more than I undertook 
Ly Why, there you are again ' 

Pur Again ? 

Ly ‘ Feather m your hat ’ ' 

Pur I don’t know what you mean 

Ly Preasely , j ou do not know And now suppose you go 
first , you do not hie following, that is what it is , you under- 
stand, if you chose 

Pur Oh, I am iviUing enough , only you hai e not made any 3 
solecisms in the usual sense 
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Ly IIow ibout that last ? Now watcli nit, well, as you did 
not gt-t me tliat time 

Pur I cannot say I did 

Ly Now for a rabbit, then , tliere, that ’s Iiim ' Has he got 
by ) 'Iherc he la, that’s him, I tell jou Hiras enough to fill 
a warren, if jou don’t wale up 

Pur Oh, I am wide awake 

Ly Well, they are gone 

Pur Neier' 

Ly The fact is, )our too much learning renders )ou un- 
conscious to solecisms , \vhate\er case I take, it is always the 
same 

4 Pur What )ou mean by that I am sure I don’t know, but 
I ha%e often caught people out in blunders 

Ly Well, you will catdv me about the time that you arc 
a sucking child again By the way, a babe laying in his cradle 
would hardlj jar on jour notions of grammar, if you hate not 
} et got me 

Pur Well, I am convinced 

Ly Now, if we cannot detect blunders like these, we are not 
likely to know much about our own , you sec, you have just 
missed another Very well now, never again call yourself com- 
petent cither to detect blunders or to avoid them 

5 This IS my blunt way, you sec Socrates of Mopsus, with 
whom I was acquainted in Egypt, used to put his corrections 
more dehcately, so as not to hunuhate the offender Here are 
some specimens 

What time do you set out on your travels f — ^What time i 
Oh, I sec, you thought I started to-day 

The patnmomal income supphes me well enough — Patri- 
momal ? But your father is not dead f 

So-and-so is a tribes-man of mine — Oh, you are a savage, 
are you f 
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The fellow is a boozy — Oh, Boozy was his mother’s name, 
ivas It ? 

Worser ludL I neier knew — ^Wcll, you need not make it 
worserer 

I always said he had a good ’eart — ^Yes, quite an artist 

So glad to see you, old cock ' — Come, allow me humamty 

Contemptuous fellow ’ I would not go near him. — ^If he 
were contemptible, it would not matter, I suppose. 

He IS the most umque of friends — Good , one likes degrees 
in umquencss 

How aggravating ' — Indeed f w’hat does it aggravate f 

So I ascended up — Ingemous man, doubhng your speed like 
that 

I had to do It , I ivas m an engagement. — ^Like Xenophon’s 
hophtes 

I got round him — Comprehensive person 

They went to law, but were compounded — ^You don’t say 
they didn’t get apart again ? 

He ivould apply the same dehcate treatment to people un- 6 
sound m their Attic 

‘ That ’s the truth of it,’ said some one, ‘ between you and I ’ 

‘ Ah no, j ou will have to admit that you and me are wo'ong 
there ’ 

Another person giving a arcnmstantial account of a local 
legend said ' So when she mingled with Heracles — ■ ’ ‘ With- 
out Heracles’s mmghng with her f ’ 

He asked a man who told him that he must hav e a close crop, 
what his particular felony had been 

‘ There I quarrel,’ said his opponent m an argument ‘ It 
takes two to make a quarrel ’ 



Xhe Purist PurtT^ed i8y 

When some one described Ins sick servant as undergoing 
torture, he asked, ‘ What for ? what do the/ suppose they are 
going to get out of him ? ’ 

Some one was said to be going ahead in his studies ‘ Let 
me see,* he said , ' it is Plato, I think, who calls that making 
progress ’ 

‘ Will we have a fine day ? ’ ‘If God shall ’ 

‘ Archaist, curse not tliy friend ' ’ he retorted, to a man 
who called him curst instead of crusty 

A man once used the phrase, ‘ I was trying to save his face ’ 
‘ But 13 he in any danger of losing it } ’ asked Socrates 

‘ Chided,’ said one man, ‘ chodc,* another Pie disclaimed 
all acquaintance with either form 

A person who volunteered ‘ but and if ’ was commended for 
his generosity 

Some one tried him with ‘ y-pleased ’ , ‘ no, no,’ said he , 
‘ that is too much of a good thing ’ 

‘ I expect him momently,’ some one announced * A good 
phrase,’ he said , ‘ so is “ minutely ” , we have excellent au- 
thority for “ daily ” ’ 

‘ Look you ' ’ said a man, meaning ‘ look ’ ‘Yes, what am 
I to look you at f ’ 

He took up a man who said, ‘ Yes, I can grapple with tliat,’ 
meamng that he understood, with ‘ Oh, you are going to throw 
me, are you ? how ? ’ 

‘ How shnll those fives are ' ’ said some one ‘ Oh, come 
now,’ said Socrates , ‘ seditions and strives, but not drums and 
fives ’ 

‘ That man is heavily weighed,’ one man observed. ‘ You 
are quite right , there is no such word as weighted ’ 
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‘ He ii^s tlinved on it,’ some one assured iim. ’ The people 
among wliom iie Las thriTed cannot be Ttiy paidcnlax.’ 

People ivexe Tery rond of calling it at-one-ment. '' Ye=, all 
nglit,’ be ivonld say , ’ I ixotr -vTliai it means.’ 

IMennon bang made oi a olack-ben, be snrposed that -rronld 
be tbe female of the gxey-cocL 

Some one said ie bad been eanng sparroTrgrass. ' YcnH be 
trring gronndsel next,’ tvas bis comment. 

Bnt enongb of Socrates. Shall me bate another matcb on S 
tbe old lines ’ I mill gire yon nothing bnt drst-rate ones. 
Hate yonr eyes open. Yon mill snxelr be able to do it nom, 
after bearing sncb a bst of ibcm. 

Put I am by no izt2is so mre of iban Proceed, bcmerer. 

Xy Not sure ' mell, bnt bexe yon bare tbe doer bread 
open. 

Pur Say on. 

Lj I bare said. 

Pur Nothing that I obserred. 

Lj Wbat, not observed ‘ broad open ’ ? 

Pur No 

Lj Well, mbat is to happen, n yon cannot follom now? 
Every m a n can crom on Es own bav-coci, and I tbongnt thE 
mas yours Did yon get that bay-coci ? Yon don’t seem to 
attend , loot at tbe mntnal belp Socrates and I bate jnst given 
yon 

P-r I am attending , bnt yon are so slv miib tbem. 

Ly blonstrom sly, is ii not, to say ' mntnal ’ instead of 9 
‘ joint ’ ? Well, that is settled up , bnt ror vonr general ignor- 
ance, I deiy any God cbort oi ApcHo to enre it. He gives 
conned to aH mbo ahk it , but on yon that conneO is tbr n mn 
away 

P~r Ycs, I declare, sO it mas ' 
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Ly Perhaps one at a time arc too few ? 

Pur I dunk that must be it 

Ly Plow did ‘ one arc ’ get past you ? 

Pur All, I didn’t see it, again 

Ly By the way, do you know of any one who is on the look 
in for a wife ? 

Pur What art you talking about ? 

Ly Sliow me the man who is on the look in, and I will show 
you a sokcist 

Pur But what have I to do with soLcists on die look in for 
wives ? 

Ly ^Vh, if you knew that, you would be the man you pretend 
to be So much for that Now, if a man came to you and said 
that he had left his wife’s home, would you stand that ? 

Pur Of course I should, if he had provocation 

Ly And if you caught him committing a solecism, would you 
stand It ? 

Pur Certainly not 

Ly Quite right too We should never permit solecisms in 
a friend, but teach him better Now, what are your feehngs 
when you hear a man deprecating his own merits, and depreciat- 
ing his friend’s excessive gratitude ? 

Pur Feehngs f only that he shows a very proper feeling 

Ly Then, as you cannot feel the difference between ‘ depre- 
cate ’ and ‘ depreaate,’ shall we conclude that you are an 
Ignoramus ? 

Pur Outrageous insolence ! 

Ly Outrageous ? I shall be, ere much, if I go on talking 
to you — Now I should have said that ‘ ere much ’ was a blunder, 
but It does not strike you so 

lo Pur Oh, stop, for goodness’ sake ' Look here, try this 
way , I want to get my profit out of it too 

Lv Well? 
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Pur Suppose you were to go through all the blunders you 
say I have missed, and teU me what is the right thing for each 
Ly Good graaous, no , it would tale us till midnight No , 
you can look those out for yourself Meanwhile, we had better 
take fresh ones, as we have only a quarter of an hour (by the 
way, never pronounce the ‘ h ’ m hour , that sounds dreadful) 
Then as to that outrage which you say I have committed upon 
you , if I were to speak of an outrage committed against you, 
that would be another thmg 

Pur Would It ? 

Ly Yes , an outrage upon you must be committed upon you 
personally, in the shape of blows, interference with your liberty, 
or the hke An outrage against you is upon something that 
belongs to you , he who does an outrage upon your wife, child, 
friend, or slave, does it against you This distinction, however, 
does not apply to inanimate things An ‘ outrage against ’ is 
a legitimate phrase with them, as when Plato talks in the 
Symposium of an outrage against a proverb 

Pur Ah, I see now 

Ly Do you also see that the exchange of one for the other is 
a solecism f 

Pur Yes, I shall know that for the future 

Ly And if a penon were to use ‘ mterchange ’ there instead 
of ‘ exchange,’ what would you take him to mean ? 

Pur Just the same 

Ly Why, how can they be eqmvalent ? Exchange is merely 
the substitution of one expression for another, the improper 
for the proper, whereas mterchange mvolves a false state- 
ment 

1 The wordj here represented by ‘ exchange ’ and ‘ interchange ’ are the 
Greek verbs from which are denved the grammanaa’s names for the (not 
very clearb distmgnished) figures of speech, Hypallage and Enallage We 
lake it, however, that ‘exchange’ and ‘mterchange’ give the distinction 
fauly m the present context, the former mdicating a smgle, the latter a 
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P«r I see now , eicliange is the use of a loose instead of 
a precise expression, while interchange is tlic use of both expres- 
sions, each in the other’s place 

Ly These subtlcues are not unpleasing Similarly, when 
we are concerned with a person, it is m our own interest , but 
when we are concerned for lum, it is in his It is true the 
phrases are sometimes confused, but there are those who observe 
the distinction , and it is as well to be on the safe side 

Pur Quite true 

Ly Now, can you tell me the difference between ‘ setting ’ 
and ‘ sitting,’ or between ‘ be seated ’ and ‘ sit ’ ? 

Pur No , but I have heard you say that ‘ sit yourself ’ is 
a barbarism 

Ly Yes, quite so , but now I tell you that ' be seated ’ is 
not the same as ‘ sit ’ 

Pur Why, what may the difference be ? 

Ly When a man is on his legs, you can only tell him to be 
seated , but if he is seated already, you can tell him to sit still 

mutual substitution between two terms For if one of the two differs from 
the other in being more comprehensive, as ‘ outrage against ’ is more com- 
prehensive than ‘ outrage upon,’ it is then true that the substitution of the 
more for the less comprehensive has no worse effect than making the state 
ment lack precisiou, while the double substitution produces a false state- 
ment 

Let It be supposed that A kicks B's dog Four descriptions are lonceiv- 
able — 

(l) It IS an outrage upon the dog 

(a) It IS au outrage against B 

(3) It is an outrage against the dog 

(4) It IS an outrage upon B 

The first two can both be stated , each is true, and each is precise (3) can 
also be stated , * exchange ’ has taken place , the more comprehensive term 
has been substituted , the statement is trae, but not precise. But if (3) and 
(4) are both stated, ‘ interchange ’ has taken place , the less comprehensive 
has been substituted for the more, as well as vice versa , and (4) is not only 
not precise, it is false. 
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Sit where thou art , we find us seats elsewhere 
It means ‘ remain sitting,’ you see Here again we have to 
say that it is a mistake to reverse the expressions And as to 
‘ set ’ and ' sit,’ surely it is the whole difference between tran- 
sitive and intransitive ? 

Put That is clear enough , go on , this is the way to teach l 

Ly Or the only way you can learn ? Well, do you know 
what a historian is ? 

(TAtf ex-planatton of this -point appears to have dropped out of 
the MSS — Translators ) 

Pur Oh, yes, I quite see, after your lucid explanation 

Ly Now I daresay you think servility and servitude are the 
same , but I am aware of a considerable difference between 
them 

Pur Namely — ? 

Ly The first depends on yourself, the other on some one 
else 

Pur Quite right 

Ly Oh, you will pick up all sorts of information, if you give 
up thinking you know more than you do 

Pur I give It up from this moment 

Ly Then we wiU break off for the present, and take the rest 
another time H & F 
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Thdc notcj arc collccicJ lure iiiitcid of being put at the foot 
ot pages m order to uoid rcpcmion, and also that they may 
not be obtruded on thou who do not need them No 
connected account of the persona or things commented upon 
IS to be looked for, tlic intention being mctelj to gi\e the 
particular faet' that uiU mile I uenn’s meaning eleir 
When i name is not gucii, it nn^ be nl.cn either tint \\e 
are uiublc, or tint ue lu.e coruidercd it unneceasir)', to add 
to the information cotuamed in the text 
References in iiahcj arc to pieces in the tniidaiion, tlie number, 
if any, indicating tlu section References in capitals arc to 
articles in tlujc Notci 

Hie Notes are intended to be used by the reader whenever he 
wishca for information upon i name Reference is not made 
to tlicin at the foot of pages in the text unless there would be 
a difUcult) in knowing what name to consult 

Acxoemy a grosc or garden in the suburbs of Athens, in 
which Plato taught, afterwards used as a name for the school of 
philo'opKy that acknowledged him as us founder For Plato’s 
characteristic doctrines, see under Plato Lucian’s references 
to the school are (i) as criatic or argumentative Tlie Socratic 
method of eliciting truth being by discussion, and the Academy 
being descended from Socritcs through Plato, it might be 
regarded as especially argumeniatuc (2) as disputing the 
possibility of judgement, and urging suspension The Academy 
IS divided into the Old, Middle, and New, of which the Middle 
Academy neglected the positive teachings of Plato, and deve- 
loped rather the destructive analytic metliod of Socrates, 
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approaching nearly to the position of the Sceptics or followers 
of Pyrrho 

Achilles Son of Peleus and the Goddess Thetis When 
his mother gave him the choice between a glorious life and 
a long one, he chose the former , but, when mterviewed by 
Odysseus on the occasion of the latter’s visit to Hades, regretted 
his choice Among the arms given him by Thetis was a shield 
on which Hephaestus had represented various scenes of peace 
and war 

Actaeon a huntsman who, having seen Artemis bathing, 
was pumshed by being tom to pieces by his own hounds 

Adonis A beautiful youth beloved by Aphrodite Died of 
a wound received from a boar on Lebanon , but was allowed 
to spend half each year with Aphrodite on earth 
Azacus a son of Zeus, deified after death, and given 
authonty m Hades. 

Aedon a woman who, havmg acadentally killed her own 
son, was compassionately changed by Zeus into a mghtingale 
Aegis Zeus’s goaPs-skin shield, which he transferred to 
Athene, who attached to it the head of Medusa See Gorgons 
Aegyptus Brother of Danaus, who for fear of him fled with 
his fifty daughters from Libya to Argos 
Aenianes An insigmficant Greek tribe south of Thessaly 
Aeschines (i) Bora 389 b c The great rival of Demo- 
sthenes Son of a humble elementary schoolmaster Accused 
by Timarchus, retorted by convicting him of immorahty 
According to Demosthenes, was in the pay of Phihp of Macedon, 
and a traitor to Athens 

Aeschines (2) A philosopher, pupil of Socrates, and author 
of dialogues 

Aetion a painter, probably contemporary with Lucian, 
and not to be identified with the Aetion (flourished 350 b c ) 
mentioned by Pliny 
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Agamemnon. King of Mycenae and leader of the Greeks 
against Troy After his retnm, was murdered by his wife 
Clytemnestra and her paramour Aegisthus His son Orestes 
and daughter Electra, with Pylades, avenged him 

Acathobulus Unknown philosopher, teacher of Demonai 
and Peregnne 

Acathon Atheman tragic poet, friend of Euripides and 
Plato 

Agenor King of Phoemcia, son of Posidon, father of 
Cadmus and Europa 

Aglaia ‘ The bright one,’ one of the Graces, mother of 
Nireus 

Ajax (i) Son of Telamon, greatest Greek warrior next to 
Achilles Claimed the latter’s arms after his death, and when 
they were adjudged to Odysseus went mad, slew sheep in mistake 
for Greeks, and then committed suicide 
Ajax (2) Son of Olleus, kmg of Locns Slain by Posidon 
for defying his power when wrecked 
Alcaeus The wrestler mentioned in The Way to write 
History (9), probably lived about 40 a n 
Alcamenes Atheman sculptor, 428 b c 
Alcestis Wife of Admetus He was allowed by Apollo to 
find a substitute to die instead of him , she alone consented, 
died, and was brought back from the dead by Heracles 
Alcibiades Son of Chmas, Atheman statesman, and chief 
instigator of the disastrous Sicihan expedition Banished for 
sacrilege Afterwards recalled with great rejoiangs 

Alcinous King of Phaeaaa Entertained Odysseus on 
his way home from Troy, and heard the story of his adven- 
tures 

Alcmena Wife of Amphitryon, and mother, by Zeus, of 
Heracles 

Alexander (i) of Macedon Son of Phihp and Olympias, 

o 


LUOAN IV 
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but represented by legend as begotten by Ammon, the Libyan 
Zeus Taught by Aristotle Ejlled his best fnend Qitus in 
his cups, earned about Calhsthenes, suspected of plotting, m an 
iron cage Overthrew the empire of Darius at Issus and Arbela, 
333 and 331 B c Mamed the Bactnan Roxana among others 
In India, defeated King Poms and took the virgin fortress 
Aomus Died at Babylon, handing his nng to Perdiccas 

AtEXANDER (2) of Pherae Tyrant Murdered 357 b c by 
his wife Thebe 

Alexander (3) of Abonunchus 'The narrative of Lucian 
would appear to be a mere romance, were it not confirmed by 
some medals of Antomnus and M Aurelius ’ (Smith's Dictionary 
oj Biography and. Mythology) 

Alpkeus River in Arcadia and Elis, partly subterranean, 
which gave nse to the tale 

Aaialthea a nymph who fed Zeus with goat’s milt The 
goat’s horn, broken off by Zeus, became the cornucopia 

AsiitoN Sec Zeus 

AiiPHiov When he played the lyre, the stones moved of 
their own accord to make the walls of Thebes 

Amphitrite Wife of Posidon 

Amphitryon Husband of Alcmena and putative father of 
Heracles 

Anaceum Temple of Castor and Pollux 

Anacharsis Scythian prince Visited Athens about S94 b c 

Anacreon Lync poet of Teos Sang of love and wine 
Died 478 B c 

Anaxagoras Philosopher accused of impiety at Athens 
450 B c Saved by Pencles 

Anaxarchus Philosopher, accompamed Alexander into Asia, 

334 Bc 

ANDROiiEDA Her mother Cassiopeia, queen of Ethiopia, ‘set 
her beauty’s praise above the sea-nymphs,’ for which Andro- 
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meda had to be exposed to a sea-monster She was rescued by 
Perseus 

Ante/V See Bellerophon 

Antiociius King of Syna, 280-261 b c Called Soter after 
his victory over the Galatians Son of Seleucus , fell in love 
with his step-mother Stratomce, whom his father ceded to him 

Antique Mother by Zeus of Amphion and Zethus 

Antipater Macedonian general, left as regent by Alexander 
in Macedoma, of which he became king after Alexander’s death 

Antisthenes Atheman philosopher, about 400 b c Founder 
of the Cynics 

Anubis Dog-headed Egyptian God, identified by the Greeks 
with Hermes 

ANYTtra See under Socrates 

Aornus The word means unvisited by birds See under 
Alexander (i) 

Aphrodite Goddess of love, born of the sea foam, mother 
by Zeus of Eros, by Bacchus of Pnapus, by Hermes of Herm- 
aphroditus, and by the mortal Anchises of Aeneas Her 
girdle or cestus conferred magic beauty on the wearer Often 
called ‘ Golden ’ by Homer Worshipped under the titles of 
Urama (heavenly) and Pandemus (common) Wife of Hephaestus 

Apis Egyptian buU-God Some details are given in Saert- 
fice (is) 

Apollo Son of Zeus and Leto Represented as youthful, 
beautiful, beardless, long-haired Brother of Artemis and father 
of Asclepius by Coroms Doctor, harpist, president of the 
Muses, archer, sender and averter of pestilence, giver of oracles 
at Delphi, &c Lover of Daphne, who changed to a laurel to 
escape him, Hyaanth, whom he acadentally killed with a quoit, 
and Branchus, to whom he gave oracular power at Didyma, after- 
wards called Branchidae When Zeus slew Asclepius with the 
thunderbolt, Apollo bUed the Cyclopes who had forged it , 
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he was pnniiced by bang compelletl to serre as a mortal on 
earth, where he hept the flocis of Admetus, and bmlt the wall 
of Troy for Laomedom Called Lycean as slayer of wolves, and 
Pythian from Pytho or DelphL 

Aroixosius (i) Rhodius An Alexandrine poet, 2co b c , 
anthor of the ArgojuiaUca 

Apollomts (2) of Tyana. Bom 4 b c A Pythagorean who 
pretended to miraoilons powers 

Apoliovics (3). Stoic phikfcopher, sent for by Antoninas 
Pins to instmct his adopted son hi Anrehcs 

AacHPLACS, iing of hlacedonia, 413-359 sc. A great patron 
of letten. 

AacHiAs AnactorempIoyedbyAntipaterforpohticalpurposcs 
AacHOocHtrs An iainbi.c poet of Paros, 650 b c, 

AaroPAcrcs An anaent Athenian conned and law-conrt. 
-Az 3 God of war, son of Zens and Hera Intngned with 
Aphrodite 

Aarrr. Wife of Alcmons 

Azrracp^, A nymph. Pnmzed by the nver-god Alphens, 
3 ed to Sicily, where she became 2 fonntam. 

Aaco The ship that went on the qcei.t of the Golden 
Pleece ' omit by .Athene, who inserted a plant from the Dodo- 
naean oat, wnich gave prophecies 

.Aacns The hundred-eyed guard 01 lo 
.A2IADVS Sa Tsssres 

Aaio'. Famonj harper, 625 b.c For ins story, see Dialogues 
of Sii-Gcis, -nil 
AiisTAzcHir: S'e Hossm. 

Aiisrmss Athenian statesman called ‘ the just.’ Great 
aval of Themistcdis D.ed poor Date of death, 468 3 c, 
Aaisnpptn Pclhsopher or Cyrene, founder of the Cyrenaic 
•chooL S'/p CTar'.Aics D_ciple 01 Socrates Spent some 
time at the court ci D.ouysiC- Floaruhed 370 3 c. 
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AristocIton (i) With Harmodius, slew Hipparchus, brother 
of the Atlicnian tyrant Hippias, 514 b c The tyranny fell 
shortly after, and the twa friends had the credit of liberating 
Athens 

Aristogiton (2) Atheman orator and adversary of Demo- 
sthenes 

Aristophanes Athenian writer of comedy, 444-380 b c 
Socrates is ridiculed in his Clouds 

Aristotle Philosopher, 384-322 b c Founder of the Peri- 
patetic school, which see Taught Alexander of Macedon, and 
Demosthenes. 

Armenia The Parthian war waged by Lucius Verus, 162- 
165 A D , was begun in consequence of a Roman legion’s being 
cut to pieces in Armenia by Vologesus, king of Parthia 

Arrian A Bithyman philosopher and historian, pupil of 
Epictetus He was made a Roman citizen and attained the 
consulship Wrote the Anabasts AUxandn, and the Discourses 
and Enchiridion of Epictetus 

Artemis Daughter of Leto and sister of Apollo Virgin, 
huntress Under the name Ilithyia, presides over childbirth 
Worshipped at Tauri in Scythia with human sacnfice 

Artemisium The scene of Atheman naval victories before 
Salamis over the Persians 

Asclepius Son of Apollo and Coroms The God of medi- 
cine and health For restoring the dead to hfe was slain by 
2 ^us with the thunderbolt Afterwards admitted to Olympus 
as a God 

Astyanax Infant son of Hector and Andromache Flung 
from the walls of Troy by the Greeks 

Athamas By Hera’s command mamed Nephele, by whom 
he had Phnxus and Helle His begetting Learchus and Meli- 
certes by the mortal Ino offended Hera, who drove him mad 
Ino threw herself with Mehcertes into the sea, and both 
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became sea-gods, called Leacotbea and Palaemon Phnxus 
and HeUe, saved by Nephele from Ino’s persecutjon, had fled 
upon the Golden Ram, from which Helle falhng gave her 
name to the Hellespont 

Athene Sprang full-armed from the brain of Zeus Re- 
mained a virgm Gamed Medusa’s head on the aegis 
given to her by Zeus Personification of power and wisdom 
Gave breath to the men moulded of clay by Prometheus 
Special patroness of Athens, where she was known as Pohas, 
or city-goddess 

Athenians The Athemans thought themseltes ‘autoch- 
thones ’, produced from the very soil of Attica 

Athos Mountain m Chalcidice, at the foot of which 
Xerres cut a canal for his armada against Greece, to avoid 
the storms that prevailed there 
Atropus See Fates 

Attaxus II King of Pergamnm, poisoned by his son or 
nephew 

Atthis a history of Attica, by Phdochonis, about 300 b c 
Attis Phrygian shepherd, beloved by Rhea, who made 
him vow cehbacy Being driven mad by Rhea for violating 
thij vow, he mutilated himself, and this became the custom 
among Rhea’s pnests, the Galh 
Auceas See Heracles 
Aulis a port in Boeotia See Iphicema. 

AuRELiUa, iM Roman emperor, i6i-iSo a d Engaged m 
war with the Marco manni and Quadi for almost the whole 
of his reign, 

Bacchus See Diontsus 

Bacis a prophet (or several prophets) to whom oracles 
were attnbuted ! 

Beixerophov a Connthian prince Having slam a nfan. 
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fled for purification to Proctus of Argos, whose wife Antea fell 
in love with him and, bang repulsed, accused him to Proetus 
Proetus sent him to the Ling of Lycia with a letter requesting 
his ucccuuon To ensure his death, the king told him to kill 
the monster Chimera (goat, serpent, and hon), which the wmged 
horse Pegasus, however, enabled him to do 

Bzndis a Thracian Goddess, identified with the Greek 
Artemis 

BteiNCHus Apollo 

BRASiDits The most disunguished Spartan in the first part 
of the Peloponnesian War Trying to dislodge Demosthenes 
from Pylos, ran his galley ashore, and fainted from the wounds 
received 

Brimo ' Grim ' A name of Persephone 

Briseis Daughter of the Trojan Bnses Being captured, 
fell to Achilles’s share, from whom she was taken by Aga- 
menmon 

Bulis and Sperciiis Two Spartans, given up to Xerxes 
to atone for his heralds’ having been slain , the king refused to 
retahate 

Busiris King of Egypt, who used to sacnfice all strangers 
to Zeus When he attempted to offer Heracles, Heracles 
offered him 

Cadmus Came from Tyre, once an island, to Greece, bring- 
ing with him the Phoemcian alphabet Told at Delphi to 
follow a certain cow, and build a town where she should he 
down, built the Cadmea, citadel of Thebes Having slam 
a dragon that guarded a well, was told to sow its teeth, from 
which sprang the Sparti, or sown men, afterwards Thebans 
Married Harmoma, by whom he had Semele and other children 

Calamis Sculptor, 440 b c For Sosandra see note on 
Portrait-Study (4) 
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Calanus ladiaa gjTaaosopliist. Accompaaied Aleiaader 
la ladia Beiag ill at eighty-ttree, burat himself 

Calisto Beloved by Zeus Turaed by the jealous Hera 
lato a bear, aad by Zeus lato the coastellatioa of that name 
Callimachus Famous Alexandnae grammanaa aad poet 
Wrote eight huadred works 260 b c 

Calliukdon Athemaa orator in the Macedoman interest 
Callisthenes a philosopher, who, accompanying Alexander, 
offended him by rude cnticism The Lag had him earned 
about m chains, which caused his death by disease 

Calypso Nymph of Ogygia, where Odysseus was ship- 
wrecked Promised him immortahty if he would remain, he 
refused, and the Gods compelled her to let him go 
Cambyses Son of Cyrus the Great, and king of Persia, 
529-522 B c 

Cassiopeia See Andromeda 

Castalia Fountam on Mount Parnassus, in which Apollo’s 
pnestess had to bathe before giving an oracle 
Castor and Pollux Also called Dioscuri, and Anaces 
Sons of Zeus and Leda, one mortal, the other immortal , the 
mortal being killed, the two were allowed to divide the other’s 
immortahty, spending alternate days in the upper and lower 
worlds Pollux a great boxer Patrons of sailors, appeanng 
in storms as flames, and guiding the ship to safety Worshipped 
especially at Sparta, where they were bom 

Cebes Theban disciple of Socrates, wrote an allegoncal 
‘ Picture ’ of human hfe 
Cecrops The first king of Athens 

Celsus An Epicurean to whom Luaan addresses the 
Alexander Ongen, in replying to a treatise against Chns- 
tiamty wntten by a Celsus, accuses him of being an Epicurean , 
and Ongen’s Celsus has accordingly been identified vnth 
Lucian’s, but from Ongen’s own account of Celsus’s posi- 
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tion there is reason to doubt whether he could have been an 
Epicurean 

CeramIcus a quarter in the north-west of Athens, both 
within and without the walls, which were here passed by the 
Dipylon or Double Gate 

Cerberus The three-headed dog that guarded Hades 
Allowed Orpheus to pass, being charmed by the sound of his lyre 
Cercopes Droll and thievish gnomes, who robbed Heracles 
in his sleep 

Cercyon King of Efeusis, wrestled with all strangers, kilhng 
those whom he overcame Theseus threw and killed him 
Ceryces ‘ Heralds ’ A pnestly famdy at Athens 
Chaerephon See Socrates 

Chaeronea Here Phihp defeated the Athemans and Boeo- 
tians, and ended the hberty of Greece, 338 b c 
Chaldeans In general, Babylomans , in particular, wizards 
Chares Atheman general, one of the commanders at 
Chaeronea 

Charmides a favourite pupil of Socrates 
Charon The ferryman of Hades, who conducts the souls 
of the dead across Styi and Acheron 

Charopus ‘ Bnght-eyed,’ father of the beautiful Nireus 
Chimera See Bellerophon 
Chiron A wise centaur who taught Achilles 
Chryses Trojan priest of Apollo, whose daughter Chryseis was 
taken by the Greeks and given to Agamemnon When he asked 
her from Agamemnon and was refused, he appealed to Apollo 
Chrysippus 280-207 ® ^ Regarded as the chief of the 
Stoic school, which see, though Zeno was the actual founder 
Chrys- = gold- As to Luaan’s thnee-repeated allusion to 
his hellebore treatment, nothing seems to be knoivn , it was 
a recognized cure for madness, perhaps he ’t to cure him- 
self of care for the ordinary human objec 
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CiNYRAs Son of Apollo, priest of Aphrodite, and father of 
Adonis 

Cleanthes Stoic philosopher Lucian’s account of his 
death in The Runaways seems incorrect Having been told to 
abstain from food for tV 70 days to cure an ulcer, he said that as 
he had advanced so far towards death, it was a pity to have the 
trouble over again, and continued to abstain till he died, 

Clearchus Spartan commander of the ten thousand Greek 
mercenanes employed by Cyrus the younger , their retreat 
under Xenophon is described m the Anabasis 

Cleon A belhcose Atheman demagogue in the Pelopon- 
nesian war , also employed as a general 
Clinias Father of Alabiades 
CtiTus Sii Alexander (i) 

Clotho Ste Fates 

Cloud-Cuckoo-Land A town built by the Birds, in Aristo- 
phanes’s play of that name 
Clymene Wife of Hehus 

Clytemnestra Wife and murderer of Agamemnon, slam 
in revenge by her own son Orestes 

CocYTUs ‘ Waihng,’ one of the rivers of Hades 
CoDRUs King of Athens An oracle declared that Donans 
invading Attica should succeed, if the Attic king was spared , 
Codrus disguismg himself contrived to be slam m their camp. 

Colossus Statue at Rhodes of the Sun-god Hehus, 105 feet 
high 

Corybantes Priests of Cybele or Rhea, sometimes called 
descendants of Coiybas, the Goddess’s son Danced wildly 
with drum and cymbal 

CoTYTTO The Goddess of debauchery, whose festivals were 
celebrated dunng the mght Her priests were called Baptae 
Craneum An open place with a cypress-grove outside 
Cormth 
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Crates 320 n c See Cynics 

Creon King of Thebes A prominent figure in many 
tragedies 

Creusa a princess of Corinth Jason was to marry her, 
having diiorced Medea, who provided a poisoned robe, which 
Creusa putting on was burnt to death 
Ceitius and Nesiotes Sculptors shghtly earher than Phidias 
Their group of the tyranmcidcs, set up 477 b c , was famous 
The passage m The Rhetouctan's V adc-mecum is the chief 
authority for their style 

Croesus King of Lydia, 560-546 b c To test Apollo’s 
oracle, he asked what he would be doing on a certain day The 
answer was, ‘ boiling tortoise and lamb,’ which was correct 
Thus convinced, he gave great gifts to the oracle, mcluding 
golden bricks, and, acung on another oracle, which said that he 
by crossing the Hal) s should destroy a mighty empire, attacked 
Cyrus, king of Persia, who subdued and deposed him Thus 
was verified the warmng given to him by Solon, in the famous 
conversation reported m the Chuton The story of his son 
\t)S IS given in Zrar Cross-ixjmined (12) Plis other son was 
born deaf and dumb, but when hii father was in danger from 
C) rus’s soldiers, was ciuble'd to say Do not kill the king His 
name is a commonplace for wealth and vicissitudes 

CeosIdes ‘ Son of Cronus,’ 1 e Zeus 

Cronosolon Solon being known as a legulator, the name 
15 meant to suggest ‘ Cronu> legiilating ’ tlirough his mouth- 
piece the priest 

Ceosu Kin^ of Heaven m the d)-najt) of the Tuans, 
which preceded that of the Go»ls Deprived hij father Uranu^ 
of fus vinlity and of his government Fearing dethronement 
from his own sons, he devoured them as soon a^ born his vvizc 
Rhea, lowevcr, concca’cd Horn fum Zc-i, Po don, a-^J Pluto, 
the first of whom derojcd him, I he t’nie of Jus rc,,,n vva* 
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lool.ed bad. to as the Golden Age of plenty, cquahty, and virtue 
The Saturnalia, or feast of the Latin God Saturn, who was 
commonly identified with Cronus, was a symbohc rental of 
that golden age 

Ctesias Author of (i) a long history of Persia, probably 
a really valuable work, and (2) a treatise on India, the fables 
mixed up in which caused him to be looked upon as an author 
who deserved no credit He was a Gred physician at the court 
of Artaierxes Mnemon Flourished about 401 b c 

Cybele See Rhea 

Caclopes a one-eyed race of shepherds, or, according to 
another account, of smiths m the service of Hephaestus, in 
Etna Polyphemus, the chief of them, was son of Posidon 

Cyllarabis a gymnasium in or near Argos, which would be 
unsmtable for cultivation 

CT^AEGIRUs Brother of Aeschylus At Marathon, pursmng 
the defeated Persians, laid hold of one of their ships His hand 
being cut off, substituted the other, that cut off, gripped it 
with his teeth 

Cynics A school of philosophers, so called either because 
Antistheues the Atheman, their founder (bom 444 b c ), and 
a pupil of Socrates, taught in the gymnasium called the Cynos- 
arges, or else because thar mode of life ivas regarded as no 
better than that of a dog (cyn-) Diogenes, Crates, Memppus, 
and (in his oivn time) Demonai, are mentioned by Lucian as 
faiourable specimens of the school Their ideal may be said 
to have been plain hving and high thinking , virtue is the only 
good , the essence of iirtue is self-control , pleasure is an evil 
if sought for Itself The dialogue called The Cynic giies a not 
unfair view of their asceuasm The Peregrine and The Run- 
aways illustrate the abuses to which this philosophy was hable, 
owing to the small intellectual demand it made, and the pnde 
It generated The Cymes were cosmopohtan, mdividuahst, and 
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outspoLcn, their repulsive personal negbgence, and their free 
use of their philosophic staves as offensive weapons, are often 
alluded to 

Cynuria See Othryades 

Cyrenaics Anstippus, the founder of this school, was a 
disciple of Socrates, but developed only the practical side 
of his master’s philosophy Since the only things of which 
we can be absolutely certain are our sensations of pleasure and 
pain, all our actions should be calculated with a view to secur- 
ing the one and avoiding the other The principle is not so 
debased as it sounds, since there are higher and lower pleasures, 
present and future gratifications Epicureamsm and modern 
Utihtarianism are developments 

Cyrus The Great King of Persia, 559-529 n c 

Daedalus A famous artificer He, Vfith his son Icarus, fled 
from Minos, bng of Crete, by means of tvings fastened on with 
wax He himself arrived safely in Italy , but Icarus flying too 
high, the wax melted, his wings dropped off, and he fell into 
the sea that was afterwards called after hum 

Danae Daughter of Acnsius (upon whose name there is 
a jest m the Demonax), hng of Argos Her father, anxious that 
she should not have a child, confined her in a brazen tower 
but, Zeus visiting her in a shower of gold, she gave birth to 
Perseus Mother and child were thrown into the sea in a chest, 
but were saved 

Danaids When the fifty sons of Aegyptus followed the 
daughters of DanaUs to Greece, and demanded them in marriage 
Danaus consented, but suppUed each of them with a dagger to 
kill her husband on the bridal mght Their pumshment was 
to pour water perpetually mto a leaky cask 

Daphne See Apollo 

Davw Stock name for a slave in Greek comedies 
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Delphi On the Gulf of Connth, below Mount Parnassus , 
an orade of Apollo, the most famous m Greece 
Demades An Atheman orator, in the Macedonian interest , 
but put to death by Antipater, 318 b c 

Demb An Atheman atizen was officially descnbed by the 
addition of the names of his father, his deme, and his tnbe, to 
his own The demes were local divisions of Attica, hie our 
^parishes , the tribes were groupings, independent of locahty, of 
these demes into ten divisions for adimmstrative purposes 
Demeter Sister of Zeus, mother of Persephone, Goddess of 
the fnuts of the earth (Earth-mother) 

Demetrius (i) Pohorcetes King of Macedoma, 294- 
287 B c 

Demetrius (2) A Platomc philosopher about 85 b c 
Demetrius (3) A distingmshed cyme philosopher, of 
Sumum, teacher of Demonai, and probably the hero of the 
story in the Toxarts 

Democritus A philosopher of Abdera, 460-361 b c , famous 
as the author of the atormc theory, as the laughing philosopher, 
and for the wide extent of his knowledge 
Demonax. a cyme and edectic philosopher, semor con- 
temporary of Lucian, from whose ' Life ’ all that is known of 
him 13 gathered 

Demosthenes (i) One of the most distinguished Atheman 
generals in the Pdoponnesian war See Brasidas Put to 
death by the Syracusans on the failure of the Sicihan expedi- 
tion 

Demosthenes (2) The Atheman orator His father was a 
nch manufacturer of arms Being defrauded by his guardians, 
took to oratory first for the purpose of smng them His self- 
traimng is famous , the allusions in the Demosthenes are thus 
explained he hved in a cave to study undisturbed, shaving 
half his head to keep him there, studied his gestures in a rmrror 



Allusions to Persons^ lot 

and corrected a shrug byhanginga naked sword over his shoulders 
improved his articulation and voice b7 holding pebbles in his 
mouth and shouting at the waves, took lessons from Satynis 
the actor, copied out Thucydides eight times The great object 
of his life was to keep Greece and especially Athens free from 
subjection to Macedon 

Deucaiion and Pyrrha The two who survived, according 
to the Greek flood-legend, to repeople the earth 

Diasia Festival of Zeus at Athens 

Diogenes 412-323 b c His father was a banker of Smope 
He went to Athens and became a philosopher of the Cyme 
school, which see, as a disciple of Antisthenes He is said to 
have lived in a tub 

Diomede One of the chief Greek heroes at the siege of 
Troy 

Dion A citizen of Syracuse under the two Dionysii , when 
Plato visited Dionysius I, Dion became his disciple , being 
afterwards bamshed by Dionysius II, he returned and expelled 
the tyrant 

Dionysia There were four annual festivals in honour of 
Dionysus at Athens The Great Dionysia was the chief occasion 
for the production of new tragedies and comedies 

Dionysius I and II Father and son, tyrants of Syracuse, 
405-343 B c The elder was a great patron of literature, and 
himself wrote verses and tragedies 

Dionysus, or Bacchus Son of Zeus and the Theban Semele 
For his birth see Semele Travelled through Egypt, Asia, &c , 
introduang the vine and punishmg aU who shghted his power 
His female worshippers were known as Bacchantes, who roamed 
the country with dishevelled locks, carrying the thyrsus and 
crying evoe 

Diopithes An Athenian commander frequently employed 
against Philip of Macedon 
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Dioscuri Ste Castor 

Diotima a priestess at Mantinea, called hy Socrates (in 
Plato’s Symposium) his instructress in the art of love 

Dod 5 na Anaent oracle of Zeus in Epirus, where responses 
were given by the rusthng leaves of the sacred trees 

Dosiadas Author of two enigmatic poems whose verses arc 
so arranged as to present the profile of an altar 
Drachma Greek com worth tenpence 
Draco Anaent Atheman lawgiver, 621 b c 
Dromo Stock name for a slave 

Electra See Agamemnon. 

Eleusis a town a few miles from Athens, where the Mys- 
teries were celebrated 

Eleven, The The board at Athens in charge of prisons and 
executions 

Empedocles A Pythagorean philosopher, 444 b c His 
skill in mediane and natural knowledge caused him to be credited 
with supernatural powers He fell or threw himself into the 
crater of Etna, as some say that by his sudden disappearance he 
might be believed to be a God , but his brazen sandal was thrown 
up and betrayed him, 

EmpOsa a monstrous spectre believed to devour human 
bemgs, and capable of assuming different forms 

Endymion a beautiful Canan youth with whom Selene fell 
in love 

EnIpeus a river and river-god in Thessaly 
Ephialtes and Otus The two giants who piled Ossa upon 
Olympus and Pelion upon Ossa to scale heaven 
Epictetus A celebrated Stoic philosopher of the first 
century a d Expelled from Rome with the other philosophers 
by Domitian His Discourses and Encbiridton, still much read, 
are the notes of his teaching collected by his pupil Arrian 
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Epicureans The school of philosophy instituted by Epi- 
curus (342-270 B c ) He combined the physics of Democritus 
with the ethics of Aristippus , adopting the atomic theory of 
the former, he deduced from it the indifference or non-existence 
of Gods , and he quahfied Aristippus’s exaltation of pleasure 
by prefernng mental and permanent to bodily and immediate 
gratification Their religious attitude caused them to be held 
in abhorrence by other schools 

Epimenides Poet and prophet of Crete The Rip van 
TFtnkk of antiqmty, but a historical character 

Epimetheus, ‘ after-thought,’ was the brother of Prometheus, 

‘ forethought ’ 

Erechtheos II Anaent bng of Athens Posidon, offended 
by the slaying of his son Eumolpus, demanded the sacrifice of 
one of Erechtheus’s daughters, one being drawn by lot, the 
other three would not survive her 
Erichthonius, or Erechtheus I King of Athens, and son 
of Hephaestus , his mother was not Athene, but Ge 
Eridanus Greek name of the Po 
Erigone See Icarus 

Erinyes Also called Funes, Eumemdes, and Dread God- 
desses, employed in punishing the ivicked, whether in Hades or 
on earth, where they represent the pangs of conscience 

Eris The Goddess of discord , for her story, see Dia- 
logues of Sea-GodSf v 

Eros God of love, the Latin Cupid Lucian plays with 
the tivo accounts of his birth and age According to one, he 
was older than all the Olympian Gods , according to the other, 
son of Zeus and Aphrodite 

Ethiopians The Gods were in the habit of visitmg the 
‘ blameless Ethiopians ’ and being feasted by them, according 
to Homer 

Eubulus The most influennal statesman of the Atheman 
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party opposed to Demosthenes and in favour of peace with 
Philip 

Euctemon An Athenian suborned by Demosthenes’s enemy 
Midias to bnng against Demosthenes a charge of deserting while 
on mihtary service 

Eumolpus a Thraaan bard who joined the Eleusimans in 
an expedition against Athens, but was defeated and slam He 
was regarded as the founder of the Eleusiman Mysteries, and 
his family, the Eumolpidae, continued to be the priests of 
Demeter there 

Eothorbus Sei Pythagoras 
Euphorion Epic poet of Chalcis, 276 b c 
Eotolis Among the most famous poets of the Old Comedy, ' 
with Anstophanes and Cratinus 
Euripides The most philosophic of the Greek tragedians 
Bom 480 B c , died 406 b c at the court of Archelaus, king of 
Macedoma, whither he had retired from Athens about 408 b c. 

Europa. Daughter of the Phoemaan Ling Agenor, and 
sister of Cadmus, earned away by Zeus, who assumed the form 
of a white buU 

Eurybatus An Ephesian who betrayed Croesus to Cyrus, 
and became a byword for treachery 
Eurydice Se £ Orpheus 
Eurystheus King of Tuyns Sei Heracles 
EiniYTUs Kang of Oechaha , challenged Apollo to a match 
with the bow, and was killed for his presumption 
Euiine ‘ The hospitable ’ {fC^tvos) , a euphemism for ‘ the 
inhospitable,’ a^tvos The Black Sea 
Exadius One of the Lapithae, who were assisted by Nestor 
in their fight against the Centaurs 

Fates The Three Sisters to whose power even the Gods 
must submit, and who regulate eveiy human hfe Qotho holds 
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the distaff, Lachcsis spins, and Atropus cuts die thread of life 
Lucian also gives them other functions 

Favorinus a famous sophist, contemporary with Demonax, 
whose jests agSinst him depend on the fact that he was supposed 
to be a eunuch 

GALiVT&\ The ‘ milk-white,’ a Nereid, loved by Polyphemus 
Galli See Attis 

Ganymede A beautiful Trojan youth, beloved by Zeus, and 
earned off by him to be the Gods’ cupbearer 
Ge * Earth,’ wife of Uranus (‘ Heaven ’), mother of Cronus, 
Rhea, and the other Titans 

Ger^on a threc-bodied Spanish giant Stt’ Heracles 
Giants The brood that sprang from the blood of Uranus 
when mutilated They made war on Heaven, armed with 
rocks and trees , but the Gods destroyed them and buried 
them under volcanoes 
Glaucus a famous boxer 
Glycera. Stock name for a courtesan 
Gods TheXII were Zeus, Posidon, Apollo, Arcs, Hephaestus, 
Hermes, Hera, Athene, Artemis, Aphrodite, Hestia, Demeter 
Gorcias Orator and sophist, of Leontim in Sicily, fifth 
century b c He is a character m one of Plato’s dialogues 
Gorgons Three sisters with snaky hair, brazen claws, wings, 
scales. See Medusa, the only mortal one, was slam by Perseus 
with Athene’s help, to whom he gave the head (which had tlie 
power of petrifying all who looked upon it) after using it against 
the sea-monster 

Gyces A Lydian who found a ring that being turned 
rendered him invisible By its means he usurped the Lydian 
throne, which he held 716-678 b c His wealth was proverbial 
Gyuppus The Spartan chiefly instrumental in defeating 
the Sicihan expedition of the Athemans 
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Harmon L\ Daughter of Ares and Aphrodite, wife of 
Cadmub 

H-tnriES JvIonstroUi birdi tvith women’s facci, sent by Zeus 
to torment Phineus by defiling and carrying off all food 
placed on his table 

Hecate A deity attendant on Persephone m Hades Goddess 
of cross-roads and much invoked by witches For Hecate’s 
supper, and ' dimng wath Hecate,’ see note on D^hguss of tcc 
Dijd, 1 

Hecub.v Wfife of Pnam , a character in many Greek, tra- 
gedies 

Hegesias Sculptor Sto CRmus, the description of whom 
apphes to him also 

Helen Most of her history will be found m Dt^hguis oj 
the Gods, ix Her abduction by Pans caused the Trojan war, 
after which she returned to Menelaus 

Heucs God of the sun , one of the Titans 

Helle See Athamas 

Hellebore Scs ChrvsIppcs 

Hellespont See Xerxes 

HephaesTION a hlacedoman, the speaal fnend of Alex- 
ander, who caused dinne honours to be paid him after his 
death, J25 b c. 

HephaesTcs Son ot Zeus and Hera , god of fire and of 
metal-worhng, having his forge in Etna 

H e ra . Daughter of Cronus and Rhea, wife and sister ot 
Zeus, queen ot Heaven 

Heracles Son of Alcmena, who bore twins, the divine 
Heracles son of Zeus, and the mortal Iphiclcs son of her hus- 
band -Anphitryon Mamed Alegara, but, dnven mad by the 
ji.alous Hera, hlled their children To expiate the crime entered 
the suTice of Eurvstheus for twelie years, and performed for 
him tivelic labours, among which were Slajang ot Hvdra (as 
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two heads sprang for each cut o£f, lolaus assisted him by searing 
the stumps) , Shooting of Stymphahan birds , Capture of Dio- 
mede’s man-eatmg horses , Cleansmg of the stables of Augeas , 
Slaying of Nemean hon (whose sLm he always afterwards wore) , 
Driving away of Geryon’s oxen (on which expedition he erected 
the Pillars of Hercules at the straits of Gibraltar) Other in- 
cidents He went down to Hades to rescue Alcesns , founded 
and presided at the Olympic games , held up the heavens for 
Atlas , served with Omphale in woman’s dress to atone for the 
murder, in a fit of madness, of his friend Iphitus , while drink- 
ing vnne with Pholus, was attacked by the other centaurs and 
slew them His last wife, Deiamra, being jealous gave him 
a poisoned shirt , and m the resultmg agony he caused Philo- 
ctetes to build a pyre and burn him on Mount Oeta, leavmg his 
bow and arroivs to the boy 

Heraclitus A physical philosopher of Ephesus, about 
500 B c Conceived fire as the origin of all things, and con- 
tinual movement as the necessary condition of existence Known 
as the weeping philosopher, in opposiuon to Democritus, the 
laughing 

Heemagoras ‘ Hermes of the Market ’ , a statue of Hermes 
in the Athenian market-place 

Hermaphroditus See Aphrodite 

Hermes Son of Zeus and Maia Messenger, cupbearer, 
porter, crier. See , of the Gods God of windfalls, trade, thievery, 
music, and speech He is represented with wings on his sandals 
and hat, and with the caduceus, a staff entwined with serpents 
For his slaying of Argus, see Dialogues of the Gods, m He is 
charged with the conducang of the dead to Hades Said to 
have been born on Mount Cyllene in Arcadia Identified with 
the dog-headed Egyptian God Anubis 

Hermocrates The Syracusan most energetic in resisting the 
Sicihan expedition 



214 Notes explanatory of 

Herodes Atticus Born about I04 a d The most famouj 
rhetorician of his time Used his great wealth in conferring 
benefits on the Greek towns, especially Athens , the aqueduct 
at Olympia is an instance Mourned his wife Regilla and his 
favourite PoUus in the manner described in the Demonax 
Herodotus Of Halicarnassus, born 484 b c Wrote in the 
Ionic dialect a hutory of the Graeco-Persian War, m mne books, 
to which the names of the Muses were given in recognition of 
their excellence 

Heroes Used in two senses (i) of demi-gods, born of a 
mortal and an immortal parent , (2) of the chiefs of the Trojan 
war penod 

Hesiod Of Ascra in Boeotia, about 850 b c According to 
his own account he was originally a shepherd, who, tending his 
flocks on Hehcon, received from the Muses a laurel-branch, and 
with It the gift of poetry His chief poems are the Worh and 
Days, a didactic agncultural poem, and the Theogony, a work 
on the genealogies of Gods and heroes The passage on Virtue 
so often alluded to by Lucian runs as follows ‘ Vice you may 
have in abundance with ease , smooth is the road to it, and 
very near it dwells But this side of Virtue the immortal Gods 
have set much toil , long and steep is the track to it, and rough 
at Its setting out but when a man has reached the top, then is 
Its hardness turned to ease ’ 

Himeraeus An Atheman orator, who opposed Macedoma 
after the death of Alexander, and fled to escape being surrendered 
to Antipater Being caught by Archias, he was put to death 

Hippias a sophist of Ehs, able but vain, contemporary of 
Socrates , a character in two of Plato’s dialogues 

HippoclIdes An Atheman of the sixth century b c , lost 
his chance of marrying the daughter of Chsthenes tyrant of 
Sicyon by dancing on his head, and remarked that ‘ Hippoclides 
did not care ’ 
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Hippocbates a famous physician of Cos, 469-357 b c 
Hippocrene and Olmeum Fountains on Mount Helicon 
sacred to the Muses 

Hippolyta Sag Theseus 

Hippolytus Son of Theseus and Hippolyta His step- 
mother Phaedra fell in love with him, and being rejected accused 
him to his father Theseus beheved and asked Posidon to 
destroy him , he was thrown from his chariot and dragged to 
death by his horses, frightened at a monster sent by Posidon 
Hipponax Greek iambic poet, 546-520 b c 
Homer His poems formed the basis of Greek education and 
religion , Lucian perpetually quotes him, and refers to the 
questions of his birthplace and bhndness Famous ancient 
Homeric critics were ZoTlus (called Homeromastix), Zenodotus, 
and Aristarchus 

Hyacinth See Apollo 
Hydra See Heracles 

Hylas Beautiful youth, beloved by Heracles, and carried 
off by the water-nymphs 
Hymenaeds The God of marriage 

Hymettus Mountain of Attica, famous for marble and 
bees 

Hyperbolto a disreputable Atheman demagogue, murdered 
411 B c 

Hyperboreans A mythical people dwelling beyond the 
North wind in perpetual sunshine and happiness Magical 
powers were attributed to them 

Hyperides Atheman orator, generally acting vath Demo- 
sthenes, though he accused him on one occasion His tongue 
was cut out and he executed by Antipater 

Iambulus a Greek writer on India, suffiaently characterized 
in The True History (3) ‘ Oceamca ’ is not an actual title 
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Iapetus a Titan, brother of Cronus, and father of Pro- 
metheus 

IcARius An Atheman who received Dionysus in Attica and 
learned from him the cultivation of the vine Some peasants 
to whom he gave wine slew him in drunkenness His daughter 
Engone was led to his grave by his dog Maera, and hanged her- 
self on the tree under which he lay Dionysus placed the three 
in heaven as Arcturus, The Virgm, and Procyon (the leaser dog- 
star) 

Icarus See Daedalus 

Ida Mountain close to Troy 

Ilissus a small river at Athens 

InTHYiA Goddess of child-birth, generally identified with 
Artemis 

Ino See Athamas 

lo Daughter of Inachus, hng of Argos Zeus in love with 
her changed her to a heifer for concealment , Hera discovermg 
It placed her under the care of Argus, who however was slam by 
Hermes at Zeus’s command lo swam to Egypt, conducted by 
Hermes, and there bore a son to Zeus 

loLAUs Nephew of Heracles, and helped him against the 
hydra Restored to youthful vigour by Hebe 

Iphigenia Daughter of Agamemnon, was to be sacrificed 
to Artemis to secure the passage of the Greek fleet to Troy , 
but Artemis substituted a hart, and transported her to Tauri 
in Scythia, where as priestess she had to sacnflce all strangers 
She saved her brother Orestes, on the point of being thus immo- 
lated, and fled with him to Greece 
Iris Goddess of the rainbow, sometimes charged with 
messages from heaven to earth 

Irus The beggar in the Odyssey who boxes with Odysseus 
Isis Egyptian Goddess, sometimes identified with lo 
IsMENUs The river of Thebes 
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Isocrates 436-338 b c The greatest of Greek oratorical 
writers and teachers, but debaned from speaking by timidity and 
a weak voice 

IxioN King of the Lapithae, admitted by Zeus to the table 
of the Gods , his story will be found in Dialogues o[ the Gods, vi 

Labdacids Laius, Oedipus, Eteocles and Polyniccs, Anti- 
gone and Ismene, the subjects of many Greek tragedies, were 
descended from Labdacus the Theban 
Laertes Father of Odysseus and king of Ithaca 
Lais A famous courtesan of Corinth 
Laius Kmg of Thebes and father of Oedipus, who slew 
him in Ignorance of his identity, and so fulfilled an oracle 
Laomedon See Apollo 

Lapithae A Thessahan people When they invited the 
centaurs to the maniage feast of Piritholis, who was one of 
them, a quarrel and bloodshed arose 
Leda Wife of Tyndareus, king of Sparta, loved by Zeus, 
who took the form of a swan She produced two eggs, from 
one of which came Pollux and Helen, children of Zeus, and 
from the other Castor and Clytemnestra, of Tyndareus 
Lemnian Women Having offended Aphrodite, were aban- 
doned by their husbands, and in revenge murdered all their 
male relations 

Leonidas The king of Sparta who held Thermopylae with 
a small force against all the host of Xerxes till nearly all his men 
were slam, 480 b c 

Leosthenes Commander of the Greeks in the Lamian war, 
for emancipation after Alexander’s death 

Lethe One of the rivers of Hades, of which all must drink 
and forget their fives on earth Lucian, however, hke other 
writers, does not trouble himself about this forgetfulness when 
It 13 mconvement There is also a river of the name in Spam, 
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to which perhaps Charon refers in the V oyage to the Lower 
World 

Leto a Goddess loved by Zeus, and regarded with jealousy 
by Hera, who set the serpent Pytho to watch her, and induced 
the earth to refuse her a place in which to be delivered of her 
children Posidon solved the difficulty by bringing up Delos 
from the depths of the sea and fixing it Here Leto gave birth 
to Apollo and Artemis Apollo afterwards slew Pytho Leto 
was insulted by Niobe, daughter of Tantalus, proud of her 
seven sons and seven daughters , she was avenged by ApoUo 
and Artemis, who shot all Niobe’s children, and Niobe wept 
till she turned to stone 

Leucotuea See Athamas 

Lotus The plant of which he who ate lost all wish of 
returmng home 

Lyceuai See Peripatetics 

Lycophron Poet and grammarian 270 b c His poem 
Alexandra or Cassandra consists of supposed oracles of Cas- 
sandra, ‘ of no poetic value, but forms an inexhaustible mine of 
grammatical, historical, and mythological eruditioiu’ 

Lycurgus (i) Ancient lawgiver at Sparta, who estabhshed 
the constitution and training that gave Sparta its mditary 
pre-eminence, 884 b c 

Lycurgus (2) Attic orator, a warm supporter of Demo- 
sthenes 

Lynceus One of the Argonauts , could distinguish small 
objects at mne miles 

Lysimachus One of Alexander’s generals, succeeded to 
Thrace on the division of the Macedonian empire His wife 
Arsinoe made him beheve that his son Agathocles was plotting 
against him, and he put him to death 

Lysippus A great sculptor, of Sicyon, in the time of Alex- 
ander 
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Maeandrius Secretary to Polycrates, tyrant of Samos, to 
whose power he succeeded in 522 b c 

Magi A priesthood among the Medes and Persians, founded 
by Zoroaster 

Maia Mother of Hermes 
Malthace Stock name for a courtesan 
Mandrobulus Of Samos He found a great treasure, his 
gratitude for which was expressed at the time with an offenng 
of a golden sheep, on the first anmversary of the event with 
a silver one, on the second with a copper, and on the third with 
none at aU 

Marathon A village in Attica, the scene of a great victory 
of the Athenians over the Persians in 490 b c 

MargItes Hero of a comic epic poem, formerly supposed 
to be HomePs His name became proverbial for stupidity 
Marsyas a Phrygian Satyr, who challenged Apollo to a 
musical contest, and being defeated by him was flayed ahve 
Mausolus King of Cana, 377-353 b c His wife Artemisia 
raised a splendid monument to him after his death 

Medea Daughter of ^etes king of Colchis, and famous 
for her skill in witchcraft Falhng in love with Jason when he 
came to Colchis for the Golden Fleece, she assisted him to 
obtain It, and followed him to Greece as his wife When Jason 
afterwards deserted her for the daughter of Creon, she revenged 
herself by slaying her own children by him, and his second 
wife 

Melampus a seer, whose ears were cleansed by some young 
snakes that he had preserved from death, with the result that 
he was enabled to understand the language of birds 

Meleager Son of Oeneus, king of Calydon, and leader of 
the heroes who slew the boar that Artemis, offended at Oeneus’s 
neglect in not askmg her to a certain feast, had sent to ravage 
his country Being m love mth Atalanta, he gave her the boar’s 
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hide, and subsequently slew his mother’s brothers for taking it 
from her To avenge their death, his mother Althaea threw 
into the fire that fatal firebrand whose consumption, as she 
knew from the Fates, must be followed by his death. 

Meletds An obscure tragic poet, one of the accusers of 
Socrates 

Melia. a Nereid, mother of the mer-god Ismenus 

Meucertes See Athamas 

Menander. A distinguished Atheman poet of the New 
Comedy, 342-291 b c 

Menelaus Brother of Agamemnon, and Helen’s husband 
The abducuon of Helen by the Trojan Pans was the cause of 
the Trojan War 

Menippus a Cyme philosopher, onginally 3 slave, of 
Gadara in Code-Syria His date is placed about 60 b c It 
IS probable that Lucian was much indebted to the writings of 
Memppus, which are now lost, though an imitation of them is 
still preserved m the Menifpean Satires of Varro Among the 
titles of his works are A Fisit to the Shades^ Wills, and Letters of 
the Gods, He appears frequently as a character in Lucian’s 
dialogues 

Mentor. A famous silversmith, before 356 b c 

Metrodorus A distinguished Epicurean philosopher, 330- 
277 B c 

Midas A king of Phrygia, to whom Dionysus granted the 
power of changing all that he touched into gold Bemg unable 
in consequence to obtain any nounshment, ALdas was per- 
mitted to cancel this pnvilege by bathing in the Pactolus 
Chosen as a judge in a musical contest between Pan and Apollo 
he deaded against the latter, who changed his ears into those 
of an ass 

Midi AS A wealthy Athenian, and a bitter enemy of Demo- 

sthenes, whose speech against him is extant 
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Milo Of Croton, a famous athlete, of whom various feats 
of strength are recorded 

Miltiades Son of Cimon. Commanded the Athemans at 
Marathon He afterwards used the power entrusted to him for 
his pnvate purposes, and the charges brought against him were 
better justified than is imphed in Slander (29) 

Mina A sum of money — ,^4 u 3d 
Minos I Son of Zeus and Europa, brother of Rhadaman- 
thus King and legislator of Crete and, after his death, a judge 
in Hades 

Minos II Grandson of Mmos I, and king of Crete Made 
war on the Athemans and compelled them to send to Crete an 
annual tribute of seven youths and seven maidens, to be devoured 
by the Minotaur, the monstrous offspnng of Pasiphae and a 
bull See Theseus 
Minotaur See Minos II ' 

Mithras God of the sun among the Persians 
Momus Son of Night, and God of cntiasm 
Mormo a female spectre, used to fnghten children with. 
Musaeus The supposed author of various poetical works 
His ongin is doubtful , he is sometimes called the son of Orpheus 
Muses The Goddesses of poetry, and of the arts and sciences 
They were mne in number, and were the daughters of Zeus 
and Mnemosyne (Memory) Mount Hehcon in Boeotia was 
their favourite haunt 

Musonius Rufus A celebrated Stoic philosopher, bamshed 
by Nero in 66 a d on the pretext of conspiracy 

Myia Of this daughter of Pythagoras we have no certain 
information 

Myron A celebrated sculptor, born about 480 b c 
Mysteries (Eleusiman) Eumolpus, Musaeus, and Demeter, 
are all mentioned as the founders of these Mysteries, in which 
were commemorated the rape of Persephone by Pluto, and the 
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wanderings of Demeter in search of her They were held 
annually, the Greater at Eleusis and Athens, the Lesser at 
Agrae Persons initiated at the Lesser could only be admitted 
to the Greater after a year’s interval A part of the Greater 
Mystenes, to which those only were admitted who had been 
fully imaated, and had taken the oath of secrecy, consisted of 
a torchhght procession from Athens to the temple of Demctcr 
at Eleusis, after wluch the imtiated were purified, repeated 
the oath of secrecy, and were admitted to the inner sanctuary 
of the temple Of the secret doctrines there divulged nothing 
13 known 

Narcissus A youth so beautiful that he fell in love with his 
image reflected in a pool 

Nausicaa The beautiful daughter of Alanous and Arete, 
who received Odysseus with kmdness when cast up by the sea 
Neleus Of Scepsis , he is known to have been in possession 
of the MSS of Anstotlc, and may therefore have been a patron 
of hteraturc 

Nemesis ‘ Wrath,’ the Goddess who avenges presumption 
Neoptolemus, also called Pyrrhus, son of Achilles, after whose 
death the seer declared that Troy could not be taken without 
the help of his son He distingmshed himself in the taking 
Nephele See Athamas Changed to a cloud after his 
desertion of her 

Nereids The sea nymphs, daughters of Ncreus, a sea-God 
Nesiotes See Critius 

1 

Nestor Oldest and wisest of the Greek chiefs at Troy 
His cup was one that ‘ scarce could another move from tin, 
table when it was full, but old Nestor lifted it witli ease ’ 
NiCitNDER Grammarian, poet, and physician of Colophon, 
about 140 n c Wrote Thertaca and Ah. i.ipharmaea, works on 
poisons and antidotes 
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Nicixs Thi. Atlicuun general m command of the Sieilun 
cjtptdiiion, 4»S II t Put 10 death the S>racu5ins. 

NicoiTKMts A wrestler and double Olympic \icior, about 
40 A D 

Nionc LtTO 

Nirclj a Greek at the siege of Tro) , f tmous for beiut) 
Num\ Second king of Rome, hu reign was marked by 
j cacc and the founding of religious instiiutionj 

Odi^seus Son of I aertes, king of Ithaca 'i o e eape joining 
the Greeks against 1 rov, simulated madticis b> driving a plough 
for a chariot, with one ox and one hor^e Palamedes exposed 
him by threatening Odj^scus’s son 'rcleinachus with a sword, 
when he confessed In revenge, he ruined Palamcdes at Troy, 
convicting him bj forged evidence of trcncherous dealings with 
the cncni) When Agamemnon lost heart, and was for return- 
ing, Odjsicui prevailed on the Greeks not to give up I'ook 
ten )car3 getting home, detained by Calypso, by Circe, and 
otlicnvisc Circe enabled him to visit Hades and consult 
'liresias Escaped tJie Sirens by stopping his crew’s ears with 
wax, and Jiaving himself bound to the mast 
Oeneus Mell-vcek 

Olv mpia In Elis , the Olympic games took place every four 
years, and, starting from 776 b c , from which time a record of 
tlicm was kept, were used for dating events, under the name 
of Olympiads I lie games were the occasion of the largest 
gatherings of Greeks that took place 

Olympuvs W'lfc of Philip of Macedon and mother of 
Alexander 

Olvmpieum a temple of Zeus at Atlicns, begun by tiie 
tyrant Pisistratus (560-527 b c), but not finished till the time 
of Hadrian (117-138 ad) 

Olympus (i) A mountain separating Macedonia and 
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Thessaly, the summit of which was the residence of the 
Gods 

Olympus (2) A celebrated flute-player of Phrygia 

Omphale See Heracles 

Orestes See Agamemnon 

Orion A giant and hunter of Boeotia Bhnded by Oeno- 
pion for lU-treatment of his daughter Merope, he recovered 
his sight by the help of Cedahon, who directed his eyes towards 
the nsing sun 

Orithyia. Daughter of Erechtheus, Ling of Athens Carried 
off by Boreas 

Orpheus A Thracian musician, son of the Muse Calhope 
His music charmed wild beasts, trees, and rocks, and prevailed 
upon Pluto to restore his wife Euiydice, on condition that 
Orpheus should not look back to see that she was following 
him , this condition not being observed, Eurydice remained 
in Hades Orpheus was afterwards torn in pieces by the 
Thracian women, and his head and lyre thrown mto the Hebrus, 
and carried to Lesbos 

Osiris An Egyptian king, deified after death, as the husband 
of Isis 

OsROES Son of Vologesus I A bng of Par^a, engaged in 
war with the Emperor Trajan 

Othryades The only survivor of the three hundred Spartans 
who fought with three hundred Argives for the possession of 
Thyrea in Cynuna Being left for dead by the two Argive 
survivors, he raised a trophy on the field, with an inscription 
in his own blood, and thus secured the victory 

Otus See Ephialtes 

Pactolus ALydiannverjWhosesandsweresaidtocontaingoId 

Paean (1) A name of Apollo , (2) a song sung before or 
after a battle 
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pAiAitEDES A Greek hero in the Trojan War undir 
Odysseus. Said to have added certain letters to tlie Greek 
alphabet. 

Pan a nisuc God, son of Hermes and Penelope Invented 
the Pan’s pipe, and attended upon Dionysus Represented with 
horns and goat’s legs 

Panathenaea Two festivals of this name were celebrated at 
Athens with games, sacrifices, Ac , the Lesser annually, the 
Greater every fourth year 

Pancratium A contest in the pubhc games, in which both 
boxing and wrestling were employed 
Pangaeus a range of mountains in Macedoma, famous for 
gold and silver mines 

Panthea (i) Wife of Abradatas, Ling of Susa Her spirit 
and loyalty are commended by Xenophon 
Panthea (2) Presumably the mistress of the Emperor Lucius 
Verus 

Paris Son of Pnam king of Troy 
Parmenio An able heutenant of Alexander 
Parthenius a Greek elegiac poet, about 30 b c 
Parthians The successors in Asia of the Persian monarchy 
The war between their king Vologesus III and Rome, 162- 
165 A D , was conducted on the Roman side by the Emperor 
Lucius Verus He brought it to a successful conclusion, more 
by the ments of his heutenants, Cassius and StaUus Priscus, 
than his own, 

Parthonice ‘ Conquest of the Parthians,’ quoted as an 
affected poetical-sounding title 
Patroclus Friend and follower of Achilles, who, when he 
sulked him self, lent him his armour, in which Patroclus won 
great renown, but Apollo struck him senseless, Euphorbus 
ran him through, and Hector gave him the last fatal blow 
Pegasus See Belierophon 
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Pelasgicum a space under the Acropolis at Athens, un- 
occupied tiU the Spartan invasions in the Peloponnesian 
brought thfc country Attics into the town 

PiLEUS Father of Achilles 

Pelias King of lolcus, usurper of his nephew Jason’s rights 
When Medea restored Jason’s father Aeson to youth by cutting 
him to pieces and boiling him, she persuaded the daughters of 
PeUas to try the same system with their father, which resulted 
in his death 

Pelopids The descendants of Pelops, many of them, as 
Atrcus and Thyestes, Agamemnon and Menelaus, Orestes, 
Electra and Iphigema, famous in tragic story 

Penelope Wife of Odysseus 

Pentheus King of Thebes, resisted the introduction of 
Dionysus’s ntes , the God caused his Bacchantes, among them 
Pentheus’s mother Agave, to tear him to pieces in their frenzy 

Perdiccas One of Alexander’s generals, who, on the strength 
of the dying king’s having handed him his ring, claimed the 
succession, but was defeated by the combination of Ptolemy, 
Antipater, and other generals, and finally assassinated 

Peregrine Nothing can be added to Lucian’s description 
of him in the Death of Peregrine, but that he is a historical 
character 

Periander Son of Cypselus, and tyrant of Corinth A 
patron of hterature, and one of the Seven Sages ^ 

Pericles Greatest of Atheman statesmen A pupil of 
Anaxagoras He was mcknamed ‘ Olympian ’ Luaan men- 
tions his funeral speech, dehvered m 431 b c, and his inter- 
course with the famous Milesian courtesan Aspasia, by whom 
he had a son Pericles 

Peripatetics Aristotle of Stagira (385-323 B c ), the founder 
of this school of philosophers, studied for twenty years under 
Plato In 335 B c he began teaching independently in the 
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Lyceum, a public garden at Athens The name Peripatetic 
refers to his habit of walking about while lecturing Forty-six 
of' his works remain, though perhaps only in the form of notes 
They arc remarkable for the rigidly systematic treatment apphed 
to all subjects ahke, to Ethics and Poetry, not less than to 
Zoology and Mechanics Most notable of his doctrines is that 
which refers all definable things to four Causes, viz , Matter, 
the existence of which is Potentiality, and the Moving, Final, 
and Formal Causes, whose operation is included under the 
general term Energy , the combination of Potentiahty and 
Energy resulting in the perfection of the completed thing. 
The iuinmum bonuin, according to Aristotle, is Eudaemonia 
(Happiness) , and each virtue is the mean between the excess and 
defect of some quahty The virtuous mean between avarice 
and profuseness, or bettveen luxury and asceticism, might 
perhaps involve that respect for money with which Lucian 
reproaches the Peripatetics The ten Categories, or Predica- 
ments, were'an attempt to classify all existing things , among 
them were Substance, Quality, Quantity, Relation, Time, and 
Place 

Persephone Daughter of Zeus and Demeter Pluto, with 
the permission of Zeus, carried her down to Hades Demeter, 
discovenng the truth after a long search, left Heaven in anger, 
and took up her abod? on earth Zeus now ordered Pluto to 
restore Persephone as, however, she had partaken of food m 
the lower world, she was compelled to return thither for one- 
third of each year 

Perseus His story is given under Danae, Gorgons, and 
Andromeda 

Phaeacians a fabulous people desenbed in the Odyssey a? 
inhabiting Scheria Alcmous was their king 

Phaedra Daughter of Minos of Crete, and wife of Theseus 
See Hippolyxus. 
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Phaedrus a character in two of the dialogues of Plato, 
whose friend he was 

Phaethon Son of Hehus and Clymene Being allowed on 
one occasion to drive the chariot of the sun, he lost control of 
the horses, and almost consumed the earth with fire Zeus 
slew him with a thunderbolt, and cast him into the river Eri- 
danus His sisters, changed into poplars on its banks, wept 
tears of amber for his loss 

Phalaris Tyrant of Agngentum in Sicdy, 570-564 b c For 
the brazen bull in which he is said to have burnt many victims 
ahve, see Pbalaru I 

Phaon An ugly old boatman at Mytilene, with whom 
Sappho IS said to have fallen in love, after he had been made 
young and beautiful by Aphrodite as a reward for carrying her 
across the sea without payment 

Pharus a small island off the coast of Egypt, on which was 
a famous hghthouse, budt by Ptolemy II 

PhIdias Famous Atheman sculptor, 490-432 b c The 
chryselephantine statue of Zeus at Olympia was his work 

Philip of Macedon King, 359-336 b c Raised Macedon 
from an insigmficant State to the mistress of Greece, and made 
possible the conquests of his son Alexander by his orgamzation 
Used diplomacy as much as arms to effect his ends, and 
systematically bribed persons in the states opposed to him, 
especially m Athens 

Phiuppides More usually called Phidippides 

Philo The person to whom Luaan addresses The Way to 
tvrtU History is unknown 

Philocrates Prominent Atheman, probably in the pay of 
Phihp, into whose hands he constantly played 

Philoctetes Armour-bearer of Heracles, inherited his bow 
Left at Lemnos on the way to Troy, because a wound from a 
snake-bite rendered him offensive by its stench. Later, an 



Allusions to 'Persons^ 6 c, 229 

oracle declanng the bow necessary for the capture of Troy, 
Odysseus went and induced him to come. 

Philosophy Lucian is fond of ridiculing the different schools 
of philosophy, some for their paradoxical choice of ends, some 
for their hypocrisy m pracucally disregarding their own precepts. 
The regulation philosophic garb and appearance also comes in 
for satire, it consisted of threadbare cloab, wallet, and staff, 
with long beard A brief account of the chief schools will be 
found under Academy, Cynics, Cyrenaics, Peripatetics, 
Stoics, Epictoeans, Sceptics, Plato, Pythagoras 
Philoxenus a poet, who, for his severe criticism of a poem 
of Dionysius I, was imprisoned m the Syracusan quarries. The 
tyrant, having pardoned him and invited him to dinner, recited 
another poemhe had composed Asked hisopimon of it.Philoxenus 
made no direct reply, but said, ‘Take me back to the quarries. 

Phineus King of Bithynia, blinded by Zeus for unjustly 
blinding his own children , and see Harpies. 

Phlegethon. ‘ Burning,’ one of the infernal rivers. 

Phocion Athenian statesman and general, died 318 n c , 
distingmshed for virtue, moderation, and poverty. 

Phoebus See Apollo 

Phoenix (i) Son of Amyntor bng of Argos. Blinded by 
his father, fled to Peleus, was cur^d by Chiron of his bbndness, 
and became tutor to Achilles 

Phoenix (2) An Indian bird which hved five hundred years 
and then cremated itself, another rising from its ashcfs. 

Pholus See Heracles 
Phrixus See Athamas. 

Phrygians Troy bemg m Phrygia, ‘Phrygians’ is often 
used for ‘Trojans ’ 

Phryne Famous Atheman courtesan, 328 b c 
Phrynon Atheman politician in the Macedoman mterest, 
associated by Demosthenes especially with Philocrates. 
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Piraeus The port of Athens, about five miles off 
Pisa The town in Elis, near which the Olympic games were 
held 

PrrcH-PLASTERS were employed by women and by effeminate 
men for removing the hair from the body 
PiTYOCAAiPTEs ‘ Pinc-bendeT,’ descriptive surname of the 
robber Sims, who killed travellers by fastening them to the top 
of a pine bent down and then allowed to spnng up He waa 
killed by Theseus in the same way 

Plataea a town in Boeotia, near which the final battle of 
the Graeco-Persian war was fought, 478 B c The Persians were 
defeated 

Plato An Atheman philosopher (428-347 b c ), and pupil 
of Socrates, whom in his dialogues he often males the mouth- 
piece of his own doctnnes He studied m Afnca, Egypt, Italy, 
and Sialy, and returned to Athens in 386 b c to lecture in the 
gymnasium of the Academy He paid three visits to the Syra- 
cusan court of Dionysius I and II The Platomc theory of 
Ideas 13 an attempt to secure accuracy of defimtion (which is 
the first step towards knowledge), by contemplation of those 
abstract types or Ideas of things, of which eitemal objects are 
in every case only an imperfect manifestation, and which are 
perceptible to us by reason of our famihanty with them in 
a previous existence , for the soul is immortal, and what 
we call the acquisition of knowledge is m fact only recoUec- 
tioru In his Refubhc we have a sketch of a model state, in 
which philosophers are to be kings, and commumty of 
women is recommended as a means of securing scientific 
breeding 

Pluto ‘Rich’ in dead, according to Lucian’s denvation , 
aho called Hades Drew lots ivith his brothers Zeus and 
Posidon, and received the Lower World for his share His 
Wife was Persephone 
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Notes explanatory of 

PolydXmas Olympic victor, 408 b c Marvellous stories 
are told of lus strength 

PoLYGNOTUs Famous painter, of Thasos, 422 b c 
PolynTces One of the sons of Oedipus, who killed each 
other 

Polyphemus See Cyclopes His stoiy is given Dialogues of 
the Sea-Gods, 1 

PoLYXENA Daughter of Pnam and Hecuba, loved by Achilles, 
who after his death demanded that she should be sacrificed to 
his manes She submitted willingly, and was slam by Neo- 
ptolemus at his father’s tomb 
Porch, The See Poecile and Stoics 
PoRus See Alexander (i) 

PosiDON Son of Cronus, brother of Zeus and Pluto, received 
the sea as his province Assisted Apollo m building the walls of 
Troy for Laomedon 

Praxiteles Atheman sculptor, 364 b c With Scopas, 
headed the later Attic school, known less for sublimity than 
beauty The Cmdian Apbrodtte was his 
Priapus Son of Dionysus and Aphrodite, worshipped 
espeaally at Lampsacus 

Prodicus Sophist of Ceos, often at Athens, where Socrates 
is said to have attended his lectures, about 430 b c Spoken of 
by Plato with more respect than most sophists, and famous for 
his apologue of The Choice of Heracles, between Pleasure and 
Virtue 

Proetus See Bellerophon 

Prometheus Son of lapetus, and therefore first cousin of 
Zeus, who nailed him up on the Caucasus, and instructed 
an eagle to devour his hver, which grew agam each night The 
provocation had been threefold (i) Prometheus, forming clay 
figures, had persuaded Athene to breathe hfe into them, and 
thus created man , (2) he had stolen fire from Heaven for the 
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.e 0. , (3) w a...., " 

one consisting o! the former as his share, he 

parts, and petsnading Zens o sacnhaal animals for 

L secured the more desirable the UUr.ry 

man The confusion o e Plato’s account in the 

Prmithm (7) is perhaps ^ ^ possessed the 

of the creation of J,tt to Pro- 

charactensucs of both sexes, and 7p, ^^^wpablcs, 

metheus on his own responsibihty though 

,v 14) Prometheus is charged with a confusion of the sexes 

^ “r A Thessahan. son of Iphidus, and the first 
Hreek slam hy the Trojans Permitted to return to life 
ew hours to see his wife Laodamia 

pEOTEUs The prophetic old man of the sea, from whom i 
is only possible to obtain information by seizmg him , this 
as difficult, as he changed into many different shapes. Pere- 
rine (whom see) took the name of Proteus 
ProtEMY (i) Son of Lagus, surnamed Soter A general 
if Alexander, and aftenvards bng of Egypt Died 283 b c 
Ptolemy ( 2 ) Philadelphus, son of Ptolemy Soter Married 
his sister Arsinoe, 309-247 b c 
Ptolemy (3) Dionysus King of Egypt, 80-5 1 B c 
Puzzles Lucian is never tired of ridicuhng the verbal 
qmbbles in which the philosophers of his time indulged He 
attributes them espeaally to the Stoics, whose insistence on 
pure reason, as opposed to emotion, for the guide of hfe, re- 
sulted m much attention to logic, mcluding its paradoxical 
forms Among these logical puzzles are the following (i) 
Sontes, the heap trick. Suppose a heap of corn. Is it a heap ? 
Tes Take a gram away. Is it a heap J Yes And so on, 
till only one gram is left The drawing of the line is impossible 
( 2 ) The Homs If you have not lost a thing, you still have it J 
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Certainly Have you lost your horns f No Then you are 
horned. (3) The Crocodile A child is caught by a crocodile , 
the father asks him to give it back I will, says the crocodile, 
on condition that you tell me correctly whether I shall do so 
or not The dilemma is obvious (4) The Day and Night 
This appears to be a proof that there is no such thing as mght, 
through the ambigmty m ' Day bemg, Night cannot be,’ which 
in Greek, though not in Enghsh, is equally natural in the sense 
of Smce It IS day, it cannot be mght, and, If day ensts, mght 
cannot (5) The Reaper I will prove to you that you will 
not reap your cofn, thus If you reap it, you will not either- 
reap-or-not-reap, but reap If you do not reap it, you wdl 
not ather-reap-or-not-reap, but not reap So in each case you 
will not either reap or not reap, that is, there will be no reaping 
(6) The Rightful Owner Unexplained , but see Epictetus, 11, 
ill (7) and (8) The Electra, and The Man in the Hood, 
suffiaently explained in Sale of Creeds (22) 

Pyanepsion An Attic month 
Pylades Cousin and friend of Orestes 
Pyrrhias Stock name for a slave Used jestingly m Sale of 
Creeds instead of Pyrrho 

Pyrrho Of Ehs About 300 b c Gave up painting 
to become a phdosopher, and was the founder of the 
Sceptics 

Pyrrhus King of Epirus, 295-272 b c The greatest general 
of his time, won several victories over the Romans 
Pythagoras Bom at Samos, settled at Croton in Italy 
580-510 B c The early lomc philosophers, as Thales and 
Herachtus, had found the ongin of all things in some one prin- 
ciple, as water, or fire Pythagoras found it m number and 
proportion , hence the name Order (Koa-ftoc), which he first 
gave to the umverse , hence also the mystic importance attached 
to certain numbers, e g thcDecad, called Tetractys (which we 
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have transited ‘ qnatenuon ’) as made by the addition of the 
first four integers (i + 2 + 3+4“*°)» Pentagram, or 

figure resulting from the production of all the sides of a regular 
pentagon tiU they intersect Pythagoras had travelled in Egypt, 
and perhaps brought thence his most famous doctrines of the^ 
immortality of the soul and transmigration , he is said to ha\ e 
retained the memory of his own previous existences, especially 
as Euphorbus the Trojan, whose shield he recognized , human 
knowledge, for him as for Plato, would be accounted for as 
recollection from earher lives He instituted a brotherhood of 
his disciples, with elaborate training and different degrees , and 
the Pythagorean ‘ Ipse dixit,’ implying that whtt the master 
had said was not open to argument, marks the strict subordina- 
tion, a novice had to observe sdence for five years Pytha- 
goras left no writings, and this, combined witli the mystic 
character of his speculations on number and his specially authori- 
tative position, gave occasion to innumerable legends, misrepre- 
sentations, and extensions The Pythagorean prohibition of 
beans as food has never been explained , see Mayor’s note on 
]uv XV 174 The usual account is that he thought the souls 
of his parents nught be in them The story of his appearing 
at the Olympic games with a golden thigh is one of the later 
legends illustrative of his supposed assumption of superhuman 
quahties, which made him the model of impostors or half- 
impostors like Apollonius of Tyana, Alexander of Abonuti- 
chus, or Paracelsus 

Pytheas An Atheman orator, of disreputable character , 
an enemy of Demosthenes 

PvTgON An eloquent Byzantine orator in the pay of Philip 
of Macedon ‘ 


Rhapamauthus Son of Zeus and Europa, and brother of 
Minos After his death, a judge m Hades 
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Rhea, or Cybele Daughter of Uranus and Ge, wife of 
Cronus, and mother of 2^u3, Hera, Posidon, Pluto, Hesoa, and 
Demeter Her worship, celebrated by the Corybantes and the 
GaUi, was of a wild and enthusiastic character She is commonly 
represented as bemg drawn by hons See also under Arris 

Sabazius a Phrygian deity, of doubtful ongin, commonly 
described as a son of Rhea 

Saijimis An island off the west coast of Attica, the scene of 
a great naval victory of the Athemans over the Persians in 
480 B c It 13 to this victory that the oracle refers, quoted in 
the Zeus Tragoedus 

Salii The dancmg priests of Mars, said to have been in- 
stituted by Numa 

Saxmoneus Son of Aeolus, and brother of Sisyphus Zeus 
slew him with the thunderbolt, for claiming sacrifice, and imitat- 
ing the thunder and hghtrung 

Sappho A Lesbian poetess of the sixth century b c TaLen 
as a type of elegance in the Portrait- study 

Sardanapalus Last king of the Assyrian empire of Nineveh. 
Lucian’s favounte type of luxury and effeminacy 

Sarpedon Son of Zeus and Laodamia, slain in the Trojan 
war by Patroclus 

Saturnalia The feast of the Latin God Saturn, held in 
the month of December Dunng the feast, all ranks devoted 
themselves to memment, presents were exchanged, and pubhc 
gambhng was officially recognized, A mock king was also 
chosen, who could impose forfeits on his subjects Lucian does 
not speak of the Saturnaha by that name, but only of the feast 
of Cronus, with whom Saturn was identified , and in some 
cases It IS possible that he refers to a feast of Cronus himself 

Satyrs Beings connected with the worship of Dionysus, and 
represented with snub noses, horns, and tails 
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Sceptics A school of philosophers founded by Pyrrho of 
Ebs, who flourished 325 b c, Abstenuon from definition, and 
suspension of judgement, were the gmding principles of the 
school 

ScHERiA Ste PhAE.\CIAN 3 

SciRON A robber who infested the frontier of Attica and 
Megara, and compelled travellers to wash his feet upon the 
edge of the Sciroman precipice. Licking them over mto the sea 
during the operation He was slain by Theseus 

ScoPAS A famous sculptor of Paros, flourished 400-350 b c 
Selene. Goddess of the moon. Fell in love wth En- 
dymion 

Seleucus Sumamed Nicator First Ling of Syria, 312- 
280 B c For his wife Stratomce jei Antiochus 
Semele Daughter of Cadmus and Harmoma Beloved by 
Zeus Incited by the machinauons of Hera, she prevailed upon 
Zeus against his ^vlll to appear to her in all his splendour His 
bghtmngs consumed her , but the child Dionysus, with whom 
she was pregnant, was saved by Zeus, and matured within his 
thigh 

Semiramis and her husband Nmus were the founders of the 
Assyrian empire of Nineveh Her date is placed at about 
2000 B c She built numerous cities 

SiLiNUs A Satyr, son of Hermes or of Pan Usually repre- 
sented as drunk, and ridmg on an ass, m attendance on Dio- 
nysus 

Simonides Of Ceos , a famous lync poet, 556-467 b c 
Said to have added four letters to the alphabet 

SiSTPHtJS King of Connth, fraudulent and avariaous 
Pumshed m the lower world by having to roll a stone up hill, 
which as- soon as he reached the top always fell to the bottom 
agam 

Socrates, Son of Sophromscus and Phaenarete, 469-399 b c. 
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or of Urzziif s:=A Gc, -vde: oi 

Cron^zSy iz^ iro-iir of 2^Kii, Hera, Pcsfior:, Kirto, Heenx, ard 
Herreter. Her yrczizipf odebrared bj tre Co:: 7 baiiLes arr the 
<^T- r -I. /-r;-7r7-*~. Srs li co mn i o rly 

rer referred ar cdr.g czsttz. hy dorr- rlra Arnr. 

Sataztc'- a Pxirjgrin deby, cf dcrbxfcl ongri, cormorl/ 
dercriced ar a aoa of Sdea- 

SiXAiru. or tre wear coa^r of Ardca, tee icerte cf 

a great rarai Tfrtorj of tde Atierlana over tie Perdans ia 
42 d 3-c. It fj to tels rictorj teat tee oracle refert, ocoted fn 
tee Z<f-ir Tragcsdjs. 

5/J.Jt. Tee dar.nrg jrieae of ilart, aard to bare beer ir- 
stitrted hj Xrrra. 

Sanioam- Sor of -Aeobu, ard brotrer of S jTpbrs. Zera 
slew vrtr tee tbtnderbolt, for clanrdng aacnrcei zrd imtat- 
trg tee tbrrder ard bgrtneg, 

Sa33eo. a Leabiac. cceteu of tne srrtb certnj 3 c. Taier 
aa a ^e of elegance in tne PoriTH.i-sijdj. 

SAiriAEAPAirr Lajt bing of tbe -Aijnar empire of Nfnereli. 
Lrenn’s Arorrfts eppe of Icrorp- and cneminacy. 

SAx^fros- Son or 2^enj and Lao-famxa, akin m tbe Trojan 
war aj Patrcclm 

SATfnsAriA. Tne feaat of ten Latm God Saturn, Tir-Tr? m 
tbe montn of December During tbe fea_t, all rauij devoted 
tnemelvei to memnenti presenu were exebanged, and pnbbc 
gambLng war oSoaHj recognized. A mode bung was abo 
ccosen, wbo couln impose forfeits on bis subjects Lncian does 
not ipeai of tbe Saturnalia hj that name, but onlj of tbe least 
c: Cronus, witb wbom Samm was identified , and in some 
cases -t u pcss ble that be reiers to a least of Cronns binuclf. 

Sa TYis Beings connected witn tbe worsbip oi Dionyrus, and 
rtpre’ented wtb snob noses, borr.3, and tails. 
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Sceptics A school of philosophers founded by Pyrrho of 
Ehs, who flourished 325 b c Abstention from definition, and 
suspension of judgement, were the gmding principles of the 
school 

SCHERIA S^£ PlIAEitCLVNS 

SciROv A robber who infested the frontier of Attica and 
hlegara, and compelled travellers to wash his feet upon the 
edge of the Saroman precipice, licking them over mto the sea 
during the operation He was slam by Theseus 

Scop<vs A famous sculptor of Paros, flourished 400-350 b c 

Selene Goddess of the moon Fell in love ivith En- 
dymion 

Seleucus Surnamed Nicator First Ling of Syria, 312- 
280 B c For his wife Stratomce st.e Antiochus 

Semele Daughter of Cadmus and Harmoma Beloved by 
Zeus Incited by the machinations of Hera, she prevailed upon 
Zeus against his will to appear to her in all his splendour His 
hghtmngs consumed her , but the child Dionysus, ivith whom 
she was pregnant, was saved by Zeus, and matured within his 
thigh 

Semikajiis and her husband Nmus were the founders of the 
Assyrian empire of Nineveh Her date is placed at about 
2000 B c She built numerous aties 

SiLENUS A Satyr, son of Hermes or of Pan Usually repre- 
sented as drunk, and ndmg on an ass, m attendance on Dio- 
nysus 

Simonides Of Ceos , a famous lync poet, 556-467 b c 
Said to have added four letters to the alphabet 

Sisyphus King of Connth, fraudulent and avancious 
Pumshed in the lower world by havmg to roll a stone up hill, 
which as soon as he reached the top always fell to the bottom 
agam 

Socrates Son of Sophromscus and Phaenarete, 469-399 b c. 
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He abandoned sculpture (his father’s profession) for the study 
of philosophy, m which he was remarkable for the preference 
that he gave to ethics over physics, and for the method of 
dialectic, or logical conversation carried on by means of question 
and answer, for the purpose of eliaong accurate defimtion He 
was frequently ridiculed on the comic stage by Aristophanes 
and other poets In 399 b c a charge of impiety was brought 
against him by Anytus and Meletus, and he was condemned to 
drink hemlock Socrates served with credit at the battle of 
Dehum, 424 b c An oracle given to his disaple Chaerephon 
pronounced Socrates to be the wisest of men Socrates himself 
claimed to know one thing only — that he knew nothing Luaan 
alludes to his favourite oaths, the dog and plane-tree For the 
(Platomc) theory of Ideas, and the commumty of women, set 
Plato 

Soli A aty on the coast of Cihaa, proverbial for the bad 
Greek spoken there 

Solon A famous Atheman legislator, 594 b c Said to 
have visited Croesus of Lydia 

Sophist, At Athens this word denoted in particular a paid 
teacher of grammar, rhetonc, pohocs, mathematics, Ac Lucian 
sometimes uses it also for ‘ philosopher,’ and perhaps sometimes 
in the modern sense of a quibbler 

SoPHRONiscus Father of Socrates 

Spartans Among the means adopted to tram the youths in 
fortitude were competitive scourgings at the altar of Artemis 
Orthia, which must be endured without sign of distress 

Stesichorus Lyric poet of Himera, 612 b c Lost his sight 
after lampooning Helen, and only recovered it by composing 
a retractation, ‘ pahnode ’ 

Stheneboea Another njmefor Antea , see Bellerophon 

Stoics School of philosophy, so called from the Stoa 
Poecile, or Painted Porch, at Athens, in which Zeno their 
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founder taught Zeno, Cleanthes, Chiysippus, were the first 
three heads, starting 310 b c Stoicism was a great influence 
among the Romans, as with the emperor M Aurehus Its 
aim was purely pracucal, to male man independent of his 
surroundings The ‘ wise man,’ who formed his views on pure 
reason, would recogmze that virtue or duty was the only end, 
and that pleasure and pain, wealth, power, and everything else 
that did not depend on lus own choice, were ‘ thin gs indifferent ’ 
He would ultimately attain to ' apathy,’ and be completely 
unmoved by the ordinary objects of desire or aversion, bemg, in 
whatever external condition, the ‘only kmg,’ the ‘only happy,’ 
They paid great attention to logic, much reasomng being 
necessary to estabhsh these paradoxes, whence their reputation 
for verbal quibbles, and their elaborate techmeal terms for the 
relations bettveen sensation and the mental processes Later 
Stoics relaxed the severity of the ‘ indifference ’ doctrine by 
dividing tndifferenUa into prae-posita and re^ecta , e g health 
was to be preferred to sickness, though virtue was consistent 
with either This would open the door to the preference of 
wealth, and account for Lucian’s sneer at Stoic usurers The 
Stoic physics was a matenahstic pantheism 

StratonIce See Antiochus 

Styx ‘ Loathing,’ one of the infernal rivers The oath by 
It was the only one that could bind the Immortals 

Taenarum Southern point of Greece, supposed way from 
earth to Hades 

Talent Sum of money, about ,^250 

Talos (i) Nephew of Daedalus, famous artificer, wor- 
shipped as a hero at Athens 

Talos (2) A brazen man made by Hephaestus, given to 
Mmo5, and employed as a sentinel to walk round Crete thnee 
daily 
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Taxagxa Town in Boeona, famous for a breed of fighang 
cocti 

Tzllus See Ccaron (lo) 

Tsszcs Son of Area and Hng of Thrace, committed bigamy 
with Procne and Philomela, daughters of Pandioru The two 
yiyea were changed at their own request to mghtingale and 
swallow, and Tereus became a hoopoe. 

TstrcEK. Stepi-brother of Ajai Telamonius, and best archer 
among the Greets at Troy. 

Thais A famous Athenian courtesan, accompamed .Alei- 
ander 

Thasittlis Thraaan bard, blmded by the lslu.es for pre- 
snming to challenge them. 

Thsaao (i) TTIre of -Antehor and pnestesS ot Athene at 
Troy 

THiAi,o (a) Female philo-opher of Pythagoras’s school, 
perhaps ius wife 

These. A daughter of Prometheus, from whom Thebes had 
Its name. 

T HEMTSTO ciES Satiour of Greece m the Persian war, 4S0- 
478 3 c.; he convinced the Athenians that the famous oracle 
meant by ‘ wooden walL,’ and ‘ divine Salamis,’ to pronm.e 
a naval victoiy there if they trusted to their deet. 

TaEOPHitASTCs Head or the Peripatetic school alter Aristotle 

Theopomphs Ot Chios, historian, of the tourth century b c 

Thesjoes a Corinthian potter, or uncertam date. 

Thexsttes a Greei at Troy, derormed, impudent, and a 
demagogue. 

ThesEts Son of -Aegeus, hmg of .Athens Destroyed Sdron, 
Piiyocamptes, Cercyon, and other evU-doers Slew the hllno- 
taur {s£i 2vIr>os II) m the Cretan Labyrinth, and escaped thence 
by m e an s 01 the clue given to him by ^Imos’s daughter -Anadne, 
of whom he was enamoured, but whom he afterwards deserted 
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Tr-iBs. Se£ Dn^rx. 

TxiptolsvTC;. I'zTDaiite cf Dimeter vrio gsre 
•sviaged ciiiiot and leeds of "ndteat, vrtncti is scatters; 
droTS OTcr tie earth. 

Tsrrov A Sea-God, son of Posfdon and Atnnhitrfte 
TnrroviA. A name for Athene, cf dcnhtfnl eitianan 
TronHOxirs A mortal Trcthinned as a hero after 
His oracle tvas consnlted m a cate in Bceotfa. 

Tnro Per her stotj see D aTrgacs r* itt Sst 
Lncian tda-s on the name elseithere cheese). 


as ne 


om 

dea 


ar mi. 


UsXkts. Si£ Ctoims and Gn. 

VotoGnsrs IH Sm PinrHtixs 

XnnocnAtm Dlstfngnrshed nhUcscpher of tie Academy, 
fnend cf Plato and Arfstode. 

Xnr.mr. Kmg or Persia. xSg— nSg s c. Intader cf Greece. 
nSo 3 c. His hrf ege orer tie EcEspent a~r_ren'rl past hicnnt 
Atios vrere nrcTerhIali' focLsh exercises cf t>ctver. 


Zt rtoixrs .-i Thracian trno, hartnn ieen a £are cf preia- 

after deam. 

Ztno Sc£ Snores 
Zecor^emr Sc£ Hoi.nn. 

Znrs Son of Cronns, and cf Shea, mio sated rtn at inth 
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of Ilcrj Zcu5 now bccimc the fnthcr of Pcncplionc b) Dc- 
jucicr, of the Mu':c 5 b\ Mncnio<)nc, of Apollo nnd Artemis by 
I cti) of Hebe, \rc% anti lhth\n b\ lien, and of Athene, 
\ lio was lorn from Jus head JJc was the loser also of the 
mortal*, Danae, Scmclc, llnropa, lo, and minj others, in sarious 
tlo 'ui'e* On one occa'ion Po idon, Hera, and Athene con- 
spired arainrt him, but were frustrated b\ 'I hens and Bnarcus 
Zeus in gntitudc, at the request of 1 hetis, punished the Greeks 
for .heir ill-treatment of Achilles bj persuading Agamemnon 
s iih a Ijing dream to make a premature attack upon Troy 
His snperiont) to the other GckIs is expressed in the boast 
alluded to in Du Dftia cf thf GoJs, xxi. Lucian also refers to 
the Cretan stora, according to which Zeus laj buried in that 
I'laiid III* loiial attributes arc the sceptre, the eagle, and the 
thunderbolt 'J he famous statue of Zeus at Olimpia was by 
Phidias In Pg>pt he was identified with Ammon 
Ztuxts Celebrated painter of Ilcraclca, 424-400 n c 
Zoiius Srr Homer 

ZoraRU* A Persian who mutilated himself horribly to gam 
entrance to Babylon and betray it to Danus. 
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